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Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Oldham, 

November,  1955. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of 
Oldham  and  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  for  the  year  1954. 

The  year  has  been  a  difficult  and  strenuous  one  and  again  the  senior 
staff  have  had  to  bear  additional  and  exacting  responsibility.  The  recruit¬ 
ment  of  staff  has  presented  serious  problems  and  throughout  the  year 
several  sections  have  been  persistently  below  the  approved  establishment. 
The  problem  became  so  serious  with  regard  to  sanitary  inspectors  that 
Council  approval  was  given  for  the  purchase  of  three  cars  for  the  sole  use 
of  the  inspectors. 

On  the  1st  April  the  Oldham,  Ashton-under-Lyne  and  Mossley 
(Extension)  Order,  1954,  added  1,050  acres  to  the  Borough.  This  extension 
has  been  made,  as  was  the  extension  in  1951  which  added  605  acres  to  the 
Borough,  to  meet  the  acute  housing  need.  The  total  area  of  the  Borough 
is  now  6,390  acres  compared  with  4,735  in  1950.  This  widening  of  the 
Borough  boundaries  has  created  problems  in  providing  services  for  the  new 
areas. 

Certain  services  provided  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  have 
been  extended  and  further  developed,  but  this  has  not  been  the  case  in 
every  field.  In  February,  owing  to  the  excessive  cost  of  salaries,  the 
training  of  nursery  students  in  our  day  nurseries  was  'discontinued  and  no 
more  students  were  accepted.  This  decision  was  much  regretted  but  there 
was  no  alternative.  The  rapidly  rising  cost  of  our  nurseries  made  it 
essential  to  effect  economies  where  possible.  The  employment  of  nursery 
students  has  been  a  valuable  asset,  not  only  has  it  provided  trained  and 
experienced  staff  for  our  nurseries  but  it  has  encouraged  many  girls  to 
take  up  nursing  as  a  career  and  to  proceed  to  general  training,  and  has 
very  successfully  bridged  the  gap  between  school  and  hospital.  A  grave 
shortage  of  staff  coupled  with  a  wide  but  localised  outbreak  of  dysentery 
seriously  curtailed  the  routine  work  of  the  health  visitors.  In  June,  the 
distribution  of  welfare  foods,  previously  supplied  through  the  Ministry  of 
Food,  became  the  responsibility  of  the  department,  and  the  change  was 
effected  smoothly.  The  Midwives  Service  had  a  busy  year,  and,  by  the 
temporary  loan  of  two  midwives  for  a  short  period,  helped  to  relieve  a 
serious  staffing  position  at  the  Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  Maternity 
Unit.  The  demands  on  the  Home  Nursing  Service,  the  Ambulance  Service 
and  the  Domestic  Help  Service  continued  to  increase.  These  three  services 
play  a  prominent  part  in  the  release  of  hospital  beds,  and  the  national 
exchequer  reaps  considerable  benefit  at  the  expense  of  the  rate  payer. 
There  was  no  suspension  of  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  immunisation, 
so  the  returns  show  a  substantial  rise  compared  with  the  previous  year. 
The  percentage  of  infants  vaccinated  under  one  year  of  age  is  low — being- 
only  29.6%,  but  the  offer  of  vaccination  to  school  leavers  proved  very 
successful.  Out  of  883  leavers  479  (54.24%)  were  vaccinated  or 
re-vaccinated.  This  is  very  creditable.  This  additional  work  and  the 
proposal  to  offer  B.C.G.  vaccination  to  a  selected  group  of  school  children 
necessitated  additional  medical  and  clerical  staff. 
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In  the  Mental  Health  Service  the  high  degree  of  co-operation  with  the 
staffs  of  the  Oldham  Hospital  Group  and  the  mental  deficiency  hospitals 
serving  the  area  has  continued.  The  arrangement  for  the  mental  health 
visitors  to  undertake  the  social  work  and  after-care  of  all  patients  admitted 
to  the  Psychiatric  Unit  at  the  Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  Annexe 
has  been  further  consolidated.  This  arrangement  has  created  much  interest 
far  outside  the  Borough,  and  has  attracted  distinguished  visitors  from 
London  and  the  provinces.  The  long  search  for  premises  to  be  used  as  an 
industrial  centre  at  last  materialised  and  premises  were  secured  at  the  old 
Glen  Mill  site.  The  centre  opened  in  a  small  way  in  December,  but  the 
official  opening  did  not  take  place  till  January  (1955). 

The  birth  rate  of  14.26  per  thousand  of  the  population  compares  with 
15.88  for  the  previous  year.  This  is  a  substantial  fall  and  is  the  lowest 
since  1941  when  a  rate  of  14.11  was  recorded.  A  slight  fall  from  15.5  to 

15.2  is  also  recorded  for  England  and  Wales,  which  is  also  the  lowest  rate 
since  1941  when  the  rate  was  13.9. 

The  death  rate  of  15.10  compares  with  15.52  for  the  previous  year  and 

11.3  for  England  and  Wales.  Again  I  must  comment  that  this  rate  is  not 
comparable  with  previous  years  as  it  is  falsely  inflated  owing  to  the  revised 
procedure  of  the  Registrar  General  in  connection  with  the  transfer  of 
births,  deaths  and  stillbirths  which  became  operative  on  the  1st  January, 
1953. 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  for  the  second  consecutive  year  no 
maternal  deaths  occurred  and  all  associated  with  the  domiciliary  and 
hospital  maternity  services  are  to  be  congratulated. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  of  26.81  per  thousand  live  births  compares 
with  25.5  for  England  and  Wales  and  31.20  for  the  previous  year.  This  is 
the  lowest  rate  ever  recorded  for  the  Borough.  The  main  fall  is  in  the 
deaths  of  infants  aged  four  weeks  and  over,  though  the  neo-natal  rate  also 
shows  a  fall,  being  reduced  from  19.04  to  18.06  which  compares  with  the 
rate  of  17.7  for  England  and  Wales. 

There  were  26  deaths  due  to  tuberculosis  (all  forms)  and  the  death 
rate  of  0.22  compares  with  0.14  for  the  previous  year  which  shows  a 
substantial  rise.  A  more  satisfactory  comparison  is  with  the  rate  of  0.36 
for  1952,  as  the  fall  in  1953  was  certainly  exceptional. 

Full  details  of  the  prevalence  of  infectious  disease  are  given  in  the 
body  of  the  report.  An  outbreak  of  dysentery  at  Alexandra  Road  School 
caused  considerable  anxiety  but  the  cases  occurring  were  mild  in  character. 
A  heavy  burden  of  work  fell  upon  the  staff  of  the  department  and  on  the 
laboratory  staff  of  the  Oldham  Hospital  Group  who  examined  all  specimens 
from  cases  and  contacts.  1  wish  to  record  my  appreciation  for  the 
assistance  and  co-operation  of  Dr.  Adderley  and  his  staff  during  this 
period.  No  case  of  diphtheria  occurred  and  again  I  wish  to  record  my 
appreciation  of  the  help  and  co-operation  which  I  have  received  from  the 
staff  of  the  department  and  the  head  teachers  and  their  staffs.  This 
absence  of  diphtheria — the  last  case  was  in  1950  and  the  last  death  in 
1948 — must  not  create  a  false  sense  of  security  or  cause  us  to  relax  our 
efforts  with  regard  to  immunisation.  It  is  still  important  to  pursue 
immunisation  with  full  vigour  and  for  parents  to  appreciate  the  necessity 
of  their  children  receiving  this  protection  at  the  earliest  age  and  in  addition 
the  reinforcing  injections  which  are  advocated  after  the  5th  and  10th 
birthdays.  It  is  of  interest  to  record  that  according  to  returns  received 
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there  has  been  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  children  receiving 
primary  immunisation  and  reinforcing-  injections  from  private  practitioners. 
This  is  to  be  encouraged  as  only  by  all  working  to  the  one  end  can  our 
efficiency  be  maintained  and  increased. 

In  November,  the  final  report  of  the  Committee  on  Air  Pollution — the 
Beaver  Committee — was  published.  The  basic  recommendation  of  the 
report  is- — that  at  the  outset  it  should  be  made  the  declared  national  policy 
to  secure  clean  air  and  that  this  should  find  expression  in  new  legislation — 
The  Clean  Air  Act.  We  have  for  many  years  enjoyed  a  pure  water  supply 
but  the  public  and  our  legislators  have  shown  little  enthusiasm  for  a  clean 
atmosphere  in  our  towns  and  cities.  The  evils  of  atmospheric  pollution  have 
long  been  known  and  constitute  the  most  urgent  problem  in  environmental 
hygiene.  The  London  smog  of  December,  1952,  which  persisted  for  five  days 
resulted  in  4,000  deaths.  This  unnecessary  slaughter  roused  public  opinion 
though  daily  the  health  and  welfare  of  the  community  is  being  impaired 
and  there  is  little  concern.  The  domestic  user  and  industry  are  both 
responsible  but  industry  is  particularly  at  fault.  Black  smoke  from  a 
factory  chimney  causes  heavy  atmospheric  pollution,  and  there  is  also  the 
most  wasteful  use  of  coal — a  national  asset.  Fuel  efficiency  not  only  means 
better  health,  but  also  substantial  financial  saving  and  on  this  count  alone 
progress  is  far  too  slow.  In  the  Public  Health  field  there  are  many 
conquests  to  our  credit,  but  no  real  progress  has  yet  been  made  against  the 
evil  of  atmospheric  pollution. 

There  were  numerous  staff  changes  during  the  year.  In  January  Dr. 
W.  P.  B.  Stonehouse  left  to  take  up  the  appointment  of  Senior  Assistant 
County  Medical  Officer  to  Division  20  of  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire. 
Dr.  Stonehouse  gave  loyal  and  devoted  service  to  the  department  and  we 
are  happy  he  is  serving  an  adjacent  authority  with  which  we  have  many 
contacts.  In  June,  Dr.  I.  R.  S.  Troup  left  to  take  up  the  appointment  of 
Assistant  Medical  Officer  to  the  Herefordshire  County  Council.  In  January 
Dr.  A.  Loftus  joined  the  staff  and  later  in  the  year  Dr.  J.  K.  Heagney  and 
Dr.  G.  P.  Donnelly. 

In  April,  Mr.  S.  Ernest  Melling,  M.Sc.,  F.R.I.C.,  Borough  Analyst,  died 
suddenly  and  the  Council  lost  a  most  able  and  loyal  officer.  Mr.  Melling 
who  had  a  large  private  practice  had  served  the  Health  Committee  for 
many  years.  He  was  a  most  distinguished  member  of  his  profession  and 
had  a  reputation  which  was  renowned  throughout  the  country.  We  were 
fortunate  to  have  had  the  services  of  such  an  able  and  prominent 
personality  for  so  many  years.  He  endeared  himself  to  all  those  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact  and  he  will  be  greatly  missed. 

I  wish  to  tender  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of 
the  Health  Committee  for  their  support  and  encouragement.  My  thanks 
are  due  to  all  the  members  of  the  staff  for  their  loyal  service  during  the 
year.  • 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  T.  CHALMERS  KEDDIE, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

>  (from  24th  May,  1954) 

Chairman : 

Councillor  S.  T.  Marron,  J.P.,  F.C.C.S. 

Deputy  Chairman: 

Alderman  J.  Bradley 

The  Mayor: 

Alderman  Herbert  Henry  Webster,  J.P. 

Alderman  J.  A.  Arthurs,  J.P.  Councillor  Miss  A.  A.  Kenyon.  J.P. 

Councillor  W.  Barker  Councillor  Mrs.  G.  Morrell.  J.P. 

Councillor  J.  H.  Broadbent  Councillor  J.  McQuillan 

Non-Council  Members: 

M.  Strang,  Esq.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  Alderman  Sir  Frank  Lord, 

Mrs.  L.  M.  Whittaker  O.B.E.,  M.A.,  J.P. 

Mrs.  E.  Rothwell 

Mr.  P.  C.  Steptoe,  M.R.C.O.G.,  F.R.C.S. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SUB- COMMITTEE 

Chairman: 

Councillor  S.  T.  Marron,  J.P.,  F.C.C.S. 

Deputy  Chairman: 

Alderman  J.  Bradley 

The  Mayor  Councillor  J.  H.  Broadbent 

Alderman  J.  A.  Arthurs,  J.P.  Councillor  Miss  A.  A.  Kenyon,  J.P. 

Councillor  W.  Barker  Councillor  Mrs.  G.  Morrell,  J.P. 

Councillor  J.  McQuillan 

Non-Council  Members: 

M.  Strang,  Esq.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  Alderman  Sir  Frank  Lord, 

Mrs.  L.  M.  Whittaker  O.B.E.,  M.A.,  J.P. 

Mrs.  E.  Rothwell 

Mr.  P.  C.  Steptoe,  M.R.C.O.G.,  F.R.C.S. 


HOME  NURSING  SUB  COMMITTEE 

Chairman : 

Councillor  W.  Barker 


The  Mayor 
Alderman  J.  Bradley 
Alderman  J.  A.  Arthurs,  J.P. 
Councillor  J.  H.  Broadbent 


Councillor  Miss  A.  A.  Kenyon,  J.P. 
Councillor  S.  T.  Marron,  J.P. 
Councillor  Mrs.  G.  Morrell,  J.P. 
Councillor  J.  McQuillan 


Non-Council  Members: 

Miss  M.  Lees  Miss  E.  Goode 

Miss  F.  Brierley  M.  Strang,  Esq.,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Mr.  T.  E.  C.  Crozier  Miss  A.  Wrigley 
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MENTAL/  HEALTH  SUB-COMMITTEE 


Chairman: 

Alderman  J.  A.  Arthurs,  J.P. 


The  Mayor 
Alderman  J.  Bradley 
Councillor  W.  Barker 
Councillor  J.  H.  Broadbent 


Councillor  Miss  A.  A.  Kenyon,  J.P. 
Councillor  S.  T.  Marron,  J.P. 
Councillor  Mrs.  G.  Morrell,  J.P. 
Councillor  J.  McQuillan 


Miss  I.  M.  Brislee 
Rev.  G.  R.  Lloyd 


Non-Council  Members: 

Alderman  Sir  Prank  Lord, 

O.B.E.,  M.A.,  J.P. 
Mrs.  M.  Rose,  J.P. 
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STAFF 


THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Principal  School  Medical  Officer: 

J.  T.  Chalmers  Keddie,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Senior  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Senior  School  Medical 

Officer: 

John  Starkie,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 


Assistant  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  Assistant  School  Medical  Officers: 

Edna  Circuitt,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Walter  P.  B.  Stonehouse,  M.A.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.  (to  14-1-54, 
Isobel  R.  S.  Troup,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (to  19-6-54) 

Arthur  J.  I.  Kelynack,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

Anthony  Loftus,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  D.P.H.  (from  11-1-54) 

James  K.  Heagney,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H.  (from  9-8-54) 

Gerald  P.  Donnelly,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  D.P.H.  (from  18-10-54) 

Principal  School  Dental  Officer: 

James  Fenton,  L.D.S. 

Assistant  Dental  Officers: 

J.  D.  Franks,  L.D.S. 

J.  H.  Woolley,  L.D.S. 


Consultants : 


A.  H.  Barber,  M.A.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  F.R.C.S.,  M.R.C.P. 

R.  M.  Maher,  B.Sc.,  M.D.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.P . 

D.  Hilson,  M.A.,  M.B.,  B.Chir.,  D.C.H.,  M.R.C.P . 

Arthur  Pool,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.P.,  D.P.M . 

G.  S.  Robertson,  M.B.,  Ch.B . . . 


. Obstetrician 

. Physician 

.  Paediatrician 

. Psychiatrist 

Mental  Deficiency 


J.  N.  Appleton,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.L.O.,  F.R.C.S . Aural  Surgeon 

G.  Mason-Walshaw,  B.A.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  F.F.A.,  D.A . Anaesthetist 


Chest  Physician: 

Henry  S.  Bagshaw,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
Public  Analyst: 

S.  Ernest  Melling,  M.Sc.,  F.R.I.C. 

T.  W.  Lovett,  F.R.I.C.  (from  17-4-54) 


Deputy  Public  Analyst: 

T.  W.  Lovett,  F.R.I.C.  (to  16-4-54) 

J.  G.  Sherratt,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C.  (from  2-12-54) 
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Chief  Sanitary  Inspector: 

Harold  V.  Cass 

Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector: 

John  Brook 

Sanitary  Inspectors: 

J.  Crosdale,  J.  McKenna,  H.  Shaw,  E.  C.  Elford  (to  11-12-54), 
D.  Eckersley,  T.  Boardman  (to  29-5-54),  A.  Renshaw  (to  15-5-54), 
J.  Smith,  C.  Buckley,  A,  P.  Mellor  (from  7-6-54),  E.  Brooks  (from 

19-11-54) 

Lay  Administrative  Officer: 

T.  P.  McKniff 

Chief  Clerk: 

Miss  M.  Royle 

Ambulance  Officer: 

E.  G.  Crapper 

Mental  Health  Visitors  and  Duly  Authorised  Officers: 

Albert  White  (Senior),  Miss  G.  Murray- Williams,  B.A.  (to  22-5-54), 
W.  Davies,  Miss  J.  J.  Halliday,  B.A.  (from  28-6-54) 

Mental  Health  Visitor: 

Mrs.  B.  Lees  (nee  Butterworth) 

Psychologist: 

Dennis  G.  Pickles,  M. A. (Cantab.) 

Supervisor  of  Occupation  Centre: 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Worfolk 

Superintendent  Health  Visitor  and  Superintendent  School  Nurse: 
Miss  A.  W.  Moordaff,  S.R.N.,  H.V.Cert. 

Deputy  Superintendent  Health  Visitor  and  Deputy 
Superintendent  School  Nurse: 

Miss  C.  Williamson,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.Cert. 

Health  Visitors /School  Nurses: 

Miss  M.  Gasquet  (Senior),  Mrs.  H.  Emmott  (from  1-5-54), 
Mrs.  C.  Smith,  Miss  C.  Briggs  (to  31-7-54),  Miss  E.  Keenan  (to 
19-5-54),  Miss  W.  McDonnell,  Mrs.  B.  Toolan  (nee  Bourke), 
Miss  I.  Oldham,  Miss  A.  Taylor  (from  24-5-54),  Miss  E.  J.  Thompson 
(to  31-12-54),  Mrs.  M.  M.  Turner  (from  1-12-54) 


School  Nurses: 

Miss  E.  E.  Williams,  Miss  T.  Dolan,  Mrs.  A.  Oldham  (to  30-6-54), 
Mrs.  M.  Cordon  (from  4-1-54)  Mrs.  D.  Spencer  (from  1-9-54) 

Non-Medical  Supervisor  of  Midwives: 

Miss  M.  M.  Nugent,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Assistant  Superintendents: 

Miss  M.  Tully  (Senior)  (to  26-9-54) 

Miss  M.  Hall  (from  1-10-54  to  31-12-54) 

Miss  J.  L.  Walker  (to  31-1-54) 

Municipal  Midwives: 

Miss  B.  Holland,  Mrs.  A.  M.  Walshe,  Mrs.  I.  Hartley  (to  26-9-54), 
Mrs.  E.  Kidder,  Mrs.  M.  Critchley  (to  22-10-54),  Mrs.  E.  Lees, 
Mrs.  E.  C.  McMahon,  Miss  F.  M.  Moore  (to  31-1-54),  Miss  N. 
Lawless  (to  31-3-54),  Miss  J.  Critchley,  Miss  M.  Hall  (to  30-9-54), 
Miss  S.  Nixon  (to  31-12-54),  Miss  A.  Pearson,  Mrs.  A.  Quinn, 
Miss  F.  M.  Sewell,  Mrs.  D.  Chadwick  (from  21-9-54),  Mrs.  M.  Kirwan 
(from  1-4-54),  Mrs.  K.  Springis  (from  1-4-54),  Miss  M.  J.  Connolly 
(from  20-9-54),  Miss  E.  McMahon  (from  26-4-54  to  13-10-54), 

Miss  M.  Hadfield  (from  1-12-54) 

Superintendent  of  District  Nursing: 

Miss  M.  Dixon,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.N. 

District  Nurses: 

Miss  J.  A.  Baker,  Mrs.  A.  Schofield,  Mrs.  E.  Newton,  Mrs.  J.  Cox, 
Miss  H.  Hollinshead,  Miss  E.  Dumville,  Miss  A.  A.  Murray, 
Miss  A.  Tulley,  Mrs.  W.  Woolfenden,  Mrs.  M.  Schofield,  Mr.  F.  P. 
Earnshaw,  Mr.  S.  Harrop  (to  30-6-54),  Mr.  E.  L.  Taylor,  Mr.  W. 
Higgins  (from  30-8-54),  Miss  E.  Cooling  (from  14-6-54  to  30-11-54) 

Domestic  Help  Organiser: 

Miss  E.  M.  Ken  worthy 


OLDHAM  CREMATORIUM 


Medical  Referee: 

J.  T.  Chalmers  Keddie,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
Deputy  Medical  Referees: 

John  Starkie,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 
Arthur  J.  I.  Kelynack,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H.  (from  7-5-54). 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 

General  Statistics 

Area  in  Acres  : 

To  31st  March  .  5,340 

Prom  1st  April  . . .  6,390 

Enumerated  Population  (Census  9-4-51)  .  121,212 

Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  Population  (middle  of  1954)  ...  120,340 

Density  of  Population,  i.e.,  number  of  persons  per  acre  .  18.83 

Number  of  houses  in  the  Borough,  December,  1954  : 

(a)  Permanent  .  43,340 

(b)  Temporary  (prefabricated)  .  350 

_____  43,690 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  in  1954  : 

(a)  Permanent : 

(i)  by  local  authority  .  430 

( ii)  by  other  bodies  or  persons  . 55 

-  485 

(b)  Temporary  (prefabricated) : 

(i)  by  local  authority  . 

(ii)  by  other  bodies  or  persons  . . 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1954)  . — .  £745,790 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  . . .  £3,022 

Total  number  of  persons  on  doctors’  lists  at  31-12-54  .  118,917 

Number  of  marriages  during  the  year  .  856 

Persons  married  per  thousand  of  population  .  7.11 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

Live  Births  (Males  887,  females  829)  .  1,716 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  .  14.26 

Stillbirths  (Males  20,  females  25)  .  45 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  births  . .  25.54 

Deaths  (Males  902,  females  915)  .  1,817 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  .  15.10 

Maternal  Deaths  .  nil 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  births  .  nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  .  46 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  .  26.81 

Other  Death  Kates  per  1,000  of  estimated  population : 

Tuberculosis  : 

(a)  All  forms  .  0.22 

(b)  Pulmonary  .  0.20 

Other  respiratory  diseases  .  2.01 

Cancer  . .  2.37 

Smallpox,  Enteric  Fever,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever, 

Whooping  Cough,  and  Diphtheria  .  nil 
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SECTION  I 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Oldham  is  situated  in  the  County  of  Lancaster  on  the  south-western 
slopes  of  the  Pennines.  Its  highest  point  is  1,225ft.  and  its  lowest  350ft. 
above  sea  level. 

The  principal  industries  in  the  Borough  are  textile  spinning  and 
weaving  (especially  cotton  spinning)  and  textile  engineering,  with 
substantial  general  engineering  and  building  and  civil  engineering.  Other 
numerous  light  industries  have  been  established  over  a  number  of  years. 
There  are  two  collieries  in  the  Borough. 

The  Oldham,  Ashton-under-Lyne  and  Mossley  (Extension)  Order,  1954, 
came  into  operation  on  the  16th  March,  1954.  This  Order  extended  the 
County  Borough  of  Oldham  and  the  Boroughs  of  Ashton-under-Lyne  and 
Mossley  so  as  to  include,  as  from  the  1st  April,  1954,  parts  of  the  rural 
district  of  Limehurst  and  transferred  the  remainder  of  the  rural  district  to 
the  urban  districts  of  Droylsden  and  Failsworth.  The  added  area  contains 
1,050  acres  and  includes  part  of  the  parish  of  Alt,  part  of  the  parish  of 
Bardsley  and  parts  of  the  parish  of  Woodhouses. 

The  number  of  houses  in  the  added  area  on  the  1st  April,  1954,  was  627 
and  the  estimated  population  1,882.  Electricity  is  provided  by  the  North 
Western  Division  of  the  British  Electricity  Authority  and  gas  by  the 
Oldham  Undertaking  of  the  North  Western  Gas  Board.  With  regard  to  the 
water  supply,  the  Borough  and  424.4  acres  at  the  easterly  end  of  the  Parish 
of  Alt  are  in  the  Oldham  Corporation  area  of  supply.  The  remainder  of  the 
added  areas  is  within  the  area  of  supply  of  the  Ashton-under-Lyne, 
Stalybridge  and  Dukinfield  (District)  Waterworks  Joint  Committee. 

The  extension  has  been  granted  because  of  the  acute  housing  needs  of 
the  Borough.  The  Borough  is  densely  built  up  with  the  exception  of  an  area 
in  the  North-East  which  is  above  the  900ft.  ordnance  datum  line  and  which 
is  mainly  moorland  and  unsuitable  by  reason  of  its  elevation  and  contours 
for  development  for  building  or  for  recreation.  The  Housing  Committee 
had  already  built,  and  were  building  houses  in  the  extension  area  prior  to 
the  1st  April,  1954. 


Area  and,  Population 

The  area  of  the  Borough  on  the  1st  January  was  5,340  acres,  which  was 
increased  by  1,050  acres  on  the  1st  April,  making  a  total  of  6,390  acres  in  all. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  of  the  Borough  at 
the  middle  of  1954  is  120,340,  which  compares  with  119,100  for  the  previous 
year. 

At  the  1951  census  the  population  of  the  Borough  was  121,212. 

Rateable  Value 

The  rateable  value  on  the  1st  April,  1954,  was  £745,790,  and  the  sum 
represented  by  a  penny  rate  was  £3,022. 
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Unemployment 

The  year  1954  can  be  regarded  as  a  period  of  full  employment  in  the 
area.  Industry  as  a  whole,  despite  a  slight  amount  of  short  time  working 
in  cotton,  continued  very  busy  throughout  the  whole  of  the  year  and  in 
December  the  percentage  of  persons  registered  as  unemployed  in  relation 
to  the  insured  population  was  as  low  as  0.6  per  cent. 

The  figures  shown  in  the  table  on  page  13  are  the  numbers  of  persons 
registered  as  wholly  unemployed  or  temporarily  stopped  during  each  month 
of  the  year  and  include  persons  engaged  in  the  building  trades  unemployed 
due  to  the  weather  conditions  and  also  persons  changing  employment.  These 
figures  have  been  kindly  supplied  by  the  Manager  of  the  Employment 
Exchange. 


UNEMPLOYED  REGISTER 
1st  January  to  31st  December,  1954 
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NOTE. — The  boundary  of  the  area  of  the  Oldham  Employment  Exchange  is  not  identical  with  that  of  the  Oldham  Borough. 

The  figures  quoted  may  include  non-resident  persons  registering  in  Oldham,  and  may  exclude  Oldham  residents  registering 
elsewhere. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births 

Births  Registered 

(a)  Live  Births  : 

There  were  2,479  live  births  (1,285  males  and  1,194  females)  registered 
in  the  Borough  during  the  year.  After  correction  for  inward  (31)  and 
outward  (794)  transferable  births,  the  net  total  of  births  is  1,716  (887 
males  and  829  females). 

The  illegitimate  live  births  numbered  94  or  5.48  per  cent  of  the  total 
live  births. 

(b)  STILLBIRTHS: 

During  the  year  74  stillbirths  were  registered.  After  being  adjusted  by 
inward  and  outward  transfers  the  number  is  45.  The  stillbirth  rate  is  25.55 
per  thousand  total  births  which  compares  with  22.74  for  the  previous  year 
and  24.00  for  England  and  Wales. 

Births  Notified 

During  the  year,  1,762  notifications  of  birth  were  received  relating  to 
1,716  live  births  and  46  stillbirths.  In  addition,  826  notifications  were 
received  which  were  transferred  to  other  authorities  concerned.  The  2,512 
live  and  76  stillbirths  were  notified  as  follows  :  — 

Midwives  .  2,588 

Doctors  .  - — 


Marriages 

There  were  856  marriages  during  the  year,  the  rate  per  thousand  of 
the  population  being  7.11.  In  1953  the  number  of  marriages  was  911  and 
the  rate  7.65. 

Deaths 

During  the  year,  1,980  deaths  (1,005  males  and  975  females)  were 
registered  in  the  Borough.  After  correction  for  inward  (99)  and  outward 
(262)  transferable  deaths,  the  net  total  deaths  is  1,817  (902  males  and  915 
females),  a  decrease  of  31  on  the  total  for  1953. 

Of  the  1,817  deaths,  730  (40.18  per  cent)  occurred  in  one  or  other  of  the 


following  hospitals. 

Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  .  160 

Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  Annexe  .  391 

Oldham  Royal  Infirmary  .  107 

Westhulme  Hospital  .  3 

Strinesdale  Sanatorium  .  3 

Dr.  Kershaw’s  Cottage  Hospital  .  15 

Woodfield  Maternity  Home  .  0 

Manchester  Royal  Infirmary  .  9 

Christie’s  Hospital,  Manchester  .  7 

Crumpsall  Hospital  Annexe,  Manchester  .  9 

District  Infirmary,  Ash ton-under-Lyne  . .  5 

Birch  Hill  Hospital,  Rochdale  .  3 
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Withington  Hospital,  Manchester  .  1 

Park  Hospital,  Urmston  .  2 

St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Manchester  .  1 

Hyde  Hospital  .  1 

Victoria  Hospital,  Blackpool  .  3 

Wythenshawe  Hospital  .  1 

Duchess  of  York  Hospital,  Manchester  .  1 

Other  Hospitals .  8 


Of  the  total  deaths,  1,197  (65.88  per  cent)  occurred  in  persons  aged  65 
years  or  over. 

The  following  are  the  chief  causes  of  death  in  accordance  with  the 
International  Statistical  Classification  of  Diseases,  Injuries  and  Causes  of 


Death,  1948:  — 

Tuberculosis  . 26 

Malignant  and  Dymphatic  Neoplasms  .  285 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  .  292 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  .  164 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  .  41 

Other  Heart  Disease  . 337 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  .  103 

Pneumonia  .  59 

Bronchitis  .  171 

Suicide  .  26 

Motor  vehicle,  other  accidents,  homicide  and 

operations  of  war  .  69 


These  groups  of  diseases  account  for  1,573  deaths  occurring  during  the 
year,  or  86.57  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths  registered. 

Transfer  of  Births,  Deaths  and  Stillbirths 

In  accordance  with  the  revised  memorandum  on  Transfer  of  Births, 
Deaths  and  Stillbirths  which  was  issued  from  the  General  Register  Office 
in  October,  1952,  all  deaths  occurring  in  the  Boundary  Park  General 
Hospital  Annexe,  which  is  a  chronic  sick  hospital  accepting  patients  from 
Oldham  and  the  adjacent  county  districts,  were  regarded  as  non-transferable. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Oldham  and  District  Hospital  Management 
Committee  has  kindly  supplied  me  with  the  following  figures  which  indicate 
clearly  the  inflation  of  the  Oldham  death  rate  under  this  procedure: 

During  the  year,  146  deaths  of  persons  admitted  from  outside  areas 
occurred  in  the  Annexe  within  the  following  periods  of  admission  : 


Within  4  weeks  .  68 

4  weeks  to  3  months  .  25 

3  months  to  6  months  .  10 

6  months  to  9  months  .  9 

9  months  to  12  months  .  5 

Over  12  months  .  29 


146 
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The  146  deaths  occurred  in  the  following  age  groups: — 

Years  .  25-  35-  45-  55-  65-  75  + 

1  9  17  46  73 

During  the  year  notification  was  received  of  13  deaths  of  Oldham 
residents  which  occurred  in  outside  mental  or  mental  deficiency  hospitals, 
12  of  these  occurring  twelve  months  or  more  after  admission. 

A  better  procedure,  and  one  which  would  produce  a  more  accurate 
death  rate  for  the  Borough,  would  be  for  all  deaths  occurring  in  hospitals 
for  the  chronic  sick,  mental  deficiency  and  mental  hospitals  within  twelve 
months  of  admission  to  be  transferable  and  those  occurring  twelve  months 
or  more  after  admission  to  be  non-transferable. 

The  death  rate  for  the  year  is  15.10  which  compares  with  15.52  for  the 
previous  year  and  13.96  for  1952  before  the  revised  procedure  became 
operative.  If  the  suggested  procedure  was  adopted,  the  death  rate  for  the 
Borough  for  this  year  (1954)  would  be  14.13  which  is  a  more  comparable 
rate. 
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Table  of  Causes  of  Death  at  different  periods  of  life  during  the  year,  1954. 
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Maternal  Mortality 

No  deaths  due  to  pregnancy  or  childbirth  occurred  in  the  Borough. 
The  maternal  mortality  rate  was  nil,  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year. 


No  maternal  deaths  were  registered  or  reported  which  were  due  to 


associated  conditions. 

Deaths  Due  to  Pregnancy  or  Childbirth  .  0 

Deaths  Due  to  Associated  Conditions  .  0 


Infant  Mortality 

There  were  75  deaths  (44  males  and  31  females)  of  infants  under  one 
year  of  age  registered  in  the  Borough.  After  correction  for  inward  (5)  and 
outward  (34)  transferable  deaths,  the  net  total  of  infant  deaths  is  46  (26 
males  and  20  females),  a  decrease  of  13  on  the  total  for  the  previous  year. 
Of  the  46  infant  deaths,  two  were  those  of  illegitimate  children  and  31 
occurred  in  infants  under  four  weeks  old,  equivalent  to  a  neo-natal 
mortality  of  18.06  per  1,000  births. 


The  following  table  shows  the  neo-natal  and  infant  mortality  during 
the  last  five  years  together  with  five-year  averages  from  1935:  — 


Infant 

Neo -Natal 

Infant 

Infant 

Deaths 

Mortality 

Deaths 

Mortality 

under 

rate  per  1,000 

under 

rate  per  l,00u 

Year 

1  month 

births 

1  year 

births 

Average 

5 

yrs.— .1935-1939 

60 

35.75 

107 

64.68 

Average 

5 

yrs. — 1940-1944 

47 

26.86 

109 

62.48 

1945  . 

47 

24.75 

96 

50.55 

1946  . 

47 

22.05 

92 

43.15 

1947  . 

69 

26.45 

147 

58.03 

1948  . 

55 

24.57 

104 

46.47 

1949  . 

51 

25.94 

82 

41.71 

Average 

5 

yrs. — 1945-1949 

54 

24.75 

104 

47.98 

1950  . 

35 

18.73 

66 

35.31 

1951  . 

46 

23.72 

79 

40.74 

1952  . 

49 

27.34 

77 

42.97 

1953  . 

36 

19.04 

59 

31.20 

1954  . 

31 

18.06 

46 

26.81 

Average 

5 

yrs. — 1950-1954 

39 

21.38 

65 

35.41 

INFANT  MORTALITY  DURING  1954 
Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under  one  year. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  BOROUGH  FOR  THE  YEAR  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS 
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SECTION  II 

HOSPITAL  AND  SPECIALIST  SERVICES 

MANCHESTER  REGIONAL  HOSPITAL  BOARD 

The  hospital  and  specialist  services  are  provided  through  the 
Manchester  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  a  full  consultant  service  is  now 
available  through  the  Oldham  Hospital  Group. 

A  domiciliary  specialist  service  has  been  established  by  the  Board  to 
assist  the  family  doctor  and  the  patient  when  the  patient’s  condition  makes 
it  impossible  for  him  or  her  to  be  referred  to  the  out-patient  or  in-patient 
departments  of  a  hospital  for  diagnosis  or  treatment.  All  practitioners  are 
fully  aware  of  the  facilities  available. 

Councillor  S.  T.  Marron,  J.P.,  F.C.C.S.,  Chairman  of  the  Health 
Committee,  is  a  member  of  the  Board,  having  been  re-appointed  by  the 
Minister  for  a  period  of  three  years  ending  31st  March,  1955. 

UNITED  MANCHESTER  HOSPITALS 

This  is  the  designated  teaching  group  for  the  area  and  comprises  the 
following  :  — 

Manchester  Royal  Infirmary, 

The  Manchester  Royal  Eye  Hospital, 

St.  Mary’s  Hospitals  for  Women  and  Children, 

The  Dental  Hospital  of  Manchester, 

The  Manchester  Foot  Hospital. 

These  hospitals  and  other  hospitals  in  the  Manchester  and  Salford  area 
are  utilised  by  Oldham  residents  for  the  more  specialised  services. 


OLDHAM  AND  DISTRICT  HOSPITAL  MANAGEMENT  COMMITTEE 

GROUP  11 

Alderman  Sir  Frank  Lord,  O.B.E.,  M.A.,  J.P.,  who  had  been  appointed 
a  member  of  the  Committee  for  the  period  ended  31st  March,  1954,  was 
re-appointed  for  a  period  of  three  years. 

The  following  are  members  of  the  Management  Committee:  — 

For  the  period  ending  : 

31st  March,  1955— Councillor  S.  T.  Marron,  J.P.,  F.C.C.S. 

J.  T.  Chalmers  Keddie,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

31st  March,  1956 — Alderman  J.  A.  Arthurs,  J.P. 

Mrs.  E.  Rothwell 

Councillor  Miss  A.  A.  Kenyon,  J.P. 

Councillor  A.  Tweedale 

31st  March,  1957— Alderman  Sir  Frank  Lord,  O.B.E.,  M.A.,  J.P. 

(Chairman) 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  F.  W.  Barnett,  Secretary  of  the  Oldham  and 
District  Hospital  Management  Committee,  for  the  details  contained  in  the 
following  report :  — 
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The  Oldham  and  District  Hospital  Management  Committee  is 
responsible  for  the  following  hospitals,  dispensaries  and  clinics  and,  as  the 
agent  of  the  Manchester  Regional  Hospital  Board,  undertakes  their  day  to 
day  administration  : 

Oldham  Royal  Infirmary:  This  is  a  general  hospital  of  190  beds  with 
surgical,  orthopaedic,  ophthalmic  and  aural  beds,  a  limited  number  of 
medical  and  gynaecological  beds  and  a  children’s  ward.  There  is  a 
rehabilitation  unit  associated  with  the  orthopaedic  department  to  which 
other  cases  can  also  be  referred. 

Boundary  Park  General  Hospital:  This  is  a  general  hospital  of  387  beds 
with  medical,  surgical,  orthopaedic,  paediatric  and  gynaecological  beds,  an 
ante-natal  clinic  and  a  large  maternity  unit.  A  treatment  centre  is 
provided  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  venereal  diseases.  There  are 
8  private  beds  available  in  the  general  part  of  the  hospital  and  2  for 
obstetrical  cases  in  the  maternity  unit.  There  are  also  6  amenity  beds  in 
the  maternity  unit,  all  of  which  are  in  single  wards,  the  charge  being 
12s.  Od.  per  day. 

Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  Annexe:  Part  of  the  accommodation 
at  this  hospital  is  used  for  hospital  purposes  and  provides  372  beds  for  the 
chronic  sick  and  228  beds  for  psychiatric  cases.  There  is  also  a  psychiatric 
out-patient  department. 

Certain  premises  are  allocated  for  use  by  the  Welfare  Services 
Committee  and  provide  accommodation  under  Part  III  of  the  National 
Assistance  Act. 

Strinesdale  Sanatorium:  The  Sanatorium  provides  accommodation  for 
57  patients  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis — 55  being  in  the  main 
ward  and  2  in  separate  chalets. 

Chadderton  Hospital:  This  hospital,  which  is  situated  in  Chadderton, 
provides  52  beds  for  female  patients  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

Westhulme  Hospital:  This  hospital  provides  accommodation  for  patients 
suffering  from  infectious  diseases.  According  to  Ministry  of  Health 
standards  the  accommodation  available  is  85  beds. 

Throughout  the  year  only  two  wards,  with  a  total  accommodation  of 
43  beds,  and  a  cubicle  ward  of  14  beds,  were  in  use. 

Woodfield  Maternity  Home:  This  is  a  general  practitioner  maternity 
home  with  20  amenity  beds.  Patients  are  charged  12s.  Od.  per  day  for  a 
single  bedded  ward  and  6s.  Od.  per  day  for  beds  in  other  wards. 

Dr.  Kershaw’s  Cottage  Hospital,  Royton:  This  is  a  general  practitioner 
hospital  situated  in  Royton  and  provides  accommodation  for  20  patients. 

Chest  Clinic:  During  the  year  the  Chest  Clinics  formerly  held  at  Barker 
Street  and  Brook  Street,  Chadderton,  were  transferred  to  new  premises  in 
the  Boundary  I  ark  General  Hospital  Annexe.  Patients  from  Oldham 
Saddleworth,  and  the  adjacent  Lancashire  County  Districts  now  attend  the 
central  clinic. 

The  Orthopaedic  Clinic,  Gainsborough  Avenue:  This  clinic  also  provides 
facilities  foi  physiotherapy  and  artificial  sunlight.  Cases  are  referred  for 
treatment  from  the  school  clinics,  child  welfare  centres  and  by  private 
practitioners. 
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THE  HARGRAVES  CONVALESCENT  HOME 

This  home,  providing  28  beds,  usually  known  as  “  The  Nook,”  is  situated 
in  Saddleworth  and  is  administered  by  the  Huddersfield  Hospital 
Management  Committee,  21  beds  being  available  for  patients  from  the 
Oldham  hospitals. 

EMERGENCY  .MATERNITY  UNIT 

An  Emergency  Maternity  Unit  operates  from  Boundary  Park  General 
Hospital  and  is  available  to  all  general  practitioners  in  the  area. 

PATHOLOGICAL  SERVICES 

The  majority  of  the  pathological  and  bacteriological  work  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  is  undertaken  in  the  laboratories  at  Boundary  Park 
General  Hospital  and  Oldham  Royal  Infirmary.  Certain  examinations,  e.g., 
ice  cream  and  water,  are  undertaken  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Monsall  Hospital,  Manchester. 

NURSING  HOMES 

There  are  no  registered  nursing  homes  in  the  Borough. 

OLDHAM  AND  DISTRICT  HEALTH  SERVICES 
CONTRIBUTORY  ASSOCIATION 

The  following  information  is  given  by  courtesy  of  Mr.  Edgar  Ormerod, 
Secretary  Administrator  of  the  Association  :  — 

The  Oldham  and  District  Health  Services  Contributory  Association  is  a 
voluntary  association  whose  object  is  to  enable  contributors  to  provide  by 
means  of  a  small  weekly  payment,  convalescent  treatment,  physiotherapy  in 
the  home  and  also  to  obtain  financial  assistance  towards  expenses  for 
surgical  appliances,  dentures,  optics  and  the  like.  Assistance  is  also  given 
towards  payment  for  home  help,  and  the  provision  of  sick  room  and  invalid 
equipment.  There  is  no  income  limit  for  contributors.  The  rates  of 
contribution  are  2d.  per  week  for  a  single  person  and  4d.  per  week  for  a 
married  person.  The  contributions  entitle  the  member,  his  wife,  and  his  or 
her  children  up  to  school-leaving  age  to  receive  the  benefits  of  the  scheme, 
but  do  not  entitle  any  other  person  or  persons  dependent  on  the  member  to 
receive  the  benefits.  Such  persons  may  become  members  of  the  scheme  by 
payment  of  the  recognised  contribution. 

During  the  year  the  Association  provided  the  following  benefits  to 
members  resident  in  the  Borough  and  the  adjacent  districts:  — 


Convalescent  Home  Service  .  226 

Sick  Room  Requisites — articles  loaned  .  726 

Optical  Benefits— claims  .  4,826 

Surgical  Appliances — grants .  114 

Dental  Claims  ...., .  1,319 

Home  Help — refunds  .  13 


The  Association  also  provides  a  Mobile  Physiotherapy  Service.  There 
has  been  a  tremendous  growth  in  the  amount  of  work  undertaken  by  this 
service.  The  Unit  now  operates  two  mobile  physiotherapy  vans.  The 
following  figures  relate  to  the  work  of  the  Unit  during  the  year: 


Number  of  new  patients  registered  .  263 

Number  of  visits  made  during  the  year  .  4,481 

Number  of  treatments  given  during  the  year  .  9,683 

Number  of  patients  on  waiting  list  at  31-12-54  ...  37 

The  local  health  authority  make  an  annual  grant  of  £25  to  the 


Association  for  the  facilities  provided  in  connection  with  the  loan  of 
nursing  equipment  and  convalescence. 


26 


SECTION  III 

LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  SERVICES 

HEALTH  CENTRES 
(Section  21) 

Early  in  the  year  the  Oldham  Executive  Council  agreed  to  proposals  to 
erect  an  experimental  health  centre  at  Alt  Lane,  Abbeyhills,  and  the 
earmarking  of  sites  for  possible  future  use  at  Park  Lane,  Bardsley,  and 
Brownedge  Road,  Holts,  but  did  not  consider  the  suggested  site  at  Oak 
House,  Hollins,  suitable. 

The  Education  Committee  approved  facilities  for  the  School  Health 
Services,  including  a  dental  clinic  being  provided  in  the  proposed  health 
centre  at  Alt  Lane. 

Formal  proposals  under  Section  20  (1)  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  1946,  were  submitted  to  the  Minister  for  approval.  In  October  a 
communication  was  received  from  the  Ministry  stating  that  consideration 
was  being  given  to  a  revised  plan  and  requesting  details  with  regard  to  the 
running  costs  and  the  staff  required.  This  information  was  supplied. 


CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

(Section  22) 

Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinics 

Ante-Natal  Clinics  are  held  at  the  Central  Clinic,  29,  Queen  Street,  each 
afternoon  from  Monday  to  Friday  with  the  exception  of  Wednesday 
afternoon  when  new  cases  attend  for  booking  and  examination  by  the 
midwife.  A  medical  officer  attends  each  session  fortnightly.  No  clinics 
are  held  in  the  homes  of  the  midwives. 

Expectant  mothers  are  advised  on  all  aspects  of  ante-natal  and 
post-natal  care,  and  lectures  and  talks  are  arranged  by  the  Supervisor  of 
Midwives.  The  advantages  of  gas  and  air  analgesia  are  fully  explained  and 
one  apparatus  is  available  at  the  clinic  for  demonstration  purposes. 

A  post-natal  clinic  is  held  weekly  on  Thursday  mornings,  attendance 
being  by  appointment.  The  Consultant  Obstetrician,  Mr.  A.  H.  Barber, 
attends  the  clinic  on  alternate  Wednesday  mornings  to  see  cases  referred 
for  specialist  advice  or  treatment  from  the  ante-natal  and  post-natal  clinics. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Principal  of  the  Women’s  Institute,  which  is 
under  the  control  of  the  Education  Committee,  a  sewing  teacher  attends  the 
booking  session  each  week  to  instruct  mothers  in  the  making  and  repairing 
of  children’s  clothing. 
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The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  sessions  held  and  attendances 
made  at  the  clinics :  — 


No. of  clinics 

provided  at 
end  of  year 
(whether 
held  at 
Child 
Welfare 
Centres 
or  other 
premises) 

(2) 

No.  of  sessions 
now  held  per 

No.  of  women  in 
attendance 

Total  No.  of 

(1) 

month  a 

includ 

col. 

Medical 

Officers’ 

Sessions 

t  clinics 
ed  in 
(2) 

Mid¬ 

wives’ 

Sessions 

(3) 

No.  of 

women 

who 

attended 
during 
the  year 

(4) 

No.  of 

new  cases 

included 
in  col.  (4) 

(5) 

ing  th 

Medical 

Officers’ 

Sessions 

( 

e  year 

Mid¬ 

wives’ 

Sessions 

6) 

(a)  Ante- 
Natal 
Clinics 

1 

8 

12 

1,191 

955 

2,199 

3,591 

(b)  Post- 
Natal 
Clinics 

1 

4 

/ 

- 

136 

136 

145 

, 

Relaxation  Exercises 

A  special  class  in  association  with  the  ante-natal  clinic  is  held  weekly 
each  Wednesday  evening.  A  fully  qualified  physiotherapist  attends  each 
class. 


Provision  of  Maternity  Outfits 

Maternity  outfits,  sterilised  and  packed  ready  for  use,  are  available 
free  to  expectant  mothers  whether  or  not  they  have  booked  a  municipal 
midwife  for  their  confinement  and  can  be  obtained  at  the  ante-natal  clinic. 

Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment 

Special  arrangements  exist  for  the  dental  care  of  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers  and  young  children  and  by  agreement  with  the  Education 
Committee,  the  resources  of  the  School  Dental  Service  are  available  on  a 
user  basis.  The  Senior  Dental  Officer,  Mr.  J.  Fenton,  L.D.S.,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  is  responsible  for  the 
organisation  and  development  of  the  service  and  has  direct  access  to  the 
appropriate  Sub-Committee. 

Mr.  Fenton,  with  the  full  approval  of  the  Education  Committee,  holds 
an  appointment  under  the  Manchester  Regional  Hospital  Board  as  Visiting 
Dental  Officer  to  the  Oldham  and  District  Hospital  Management  Committee 
and  attends  the  Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  for  two  sessions  per  week, 
where  he  is  able  to  treat  mothers  and  young  children  requiring  hospital 
facilities.  This  provides  the  closest  link  between  the  preventive  and 
curative  services  and  is  of  the  greatest  benefit  to  the  patient,  the  local 
health  authority  and  the  hospital. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  James  Fenton,  Senior  Dental  Officer,  for  the 
following  report:  — 
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Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers 

“  The  dental  service  provided  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  has 
been  maintained  as  in  previous  years  and  a  fully  comprehensive  service  has 
been  provided  and  is  available  to  all  expectant  and  nursing  mothers.  These 
patients  are  entitled  to  free  dental  treatment  (excluding  dentures)  under 
the  General  Dental  Practitioner  Service  and  through  the  dental  service  of 
the  Local  Health  Authority  which  provides  free  dentures,  but  the  dental 
condition  of  those  examined  does  not  indicate  that  they  have  regularly 
availed  themselves  of  these  services.  An  intensive  dental  propaganda 
campaign  might  stimulate  more  interest  in  dental  health,  but  with  the 
present  staff  available  this  is  impossible. 

Regular  weekly  visits  have  been  made  to  the  Queen  Street  Ante-Natal 
Clinic.  Many  of  the  patients  attending  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  at  Boundary 
Park  General  Hospital  have  also  received  a  dental  inspection. 

Inspection.- — During  the  year,  921  patients  received  a  dental  inspection 
and  557  (60.48  per  cent)  were  found  to  require  treatment.  Of  the  patients 
not  requiring  treatment,  133  were  edentulous  and  wearing  full  dentures. 
Of  the  patients  requiring  treatment,  322  (57.81  per  cent)  accepted  treatment 
at  the  dental  clinics  and  126  patients  (22.62  per  cent)  stated  a  preference  to 
attend  a  dental  practitioner  of  their  own  choice.  Unfortunately,  109 
patients  (19.57  per  cent)  who  were  advised  to  have  dental  treatment,  refused 
to  take  any  action.  The  absence  of  pain  often  influences  many  of  these 
patients  in  reaching  this  decision  and  they  prefer  to  attend  as  and  when 
pain  develops  and  then  usually  for  the  extraction  of  the  offending  tooth. 
This  policy  results  in  the  patient  requiring  dentures  at  a  comparatively 
early  age. 

It  is  interesting  to  record  that  136  patients  had  attended  dental 
practitioners  and  received  conservation  treatment,  i.e.,  fillings,  and  that  33 
patients  had  received  fillings  through  the  School  Dental  Service,  but  did  not 
continue  with  this  type  of  treatment  after  leaving  school.  Financial 
barriers  cannot  be  the  entire  reason  for  this  state  of  affairs,  since  everyone 
is  entitled  to  free  dental  treatment  under  the  National  Health  Service  up 
to  the  age  of  21  years. 

Treatment. — Details  of  the  treatment  carried  out  are  given  in  the 
appended  returns,  and  the  amount  of  work  undertaken  is  approximately  the 
same  as  in  the  previous  year. 

619  permanent  teeth  were  extracted  as  compared  with  540  last  year. 

122  permanent  teeth  were  filled.  Unfortunately,  many  of  these 
patients  are  not  interested  in  conserving  their  teeth  and  do  not  place  great 
value  in  the  retention  of  their  natural  teeth. 

67  scalings  were  performed  and  this  is  often  associated  with  attendant 
gum  treatment. 
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27  X-rays  were  taken  to  assist  in  correct  diagnosis  and  treatment — use 
being  made  of  the  X-ray  unit  installed  at  the  Cannon  Street  Clinic. 

97  complete  and  10  partial  dentures  were  supplied  during  the  year. 

The  services  of  a  dental  mechanic  to  the  profession  have  been  used  to 
assist  in  the  construction  of  dentures. 

A  general  anaesthetic  was  administered  on  35  occasions  when  teeth 
were  extracted.  The  services  of  Dr.  G.  Mason- Walshaw,  the  Ansesthetisi 
employed  in  the  School  Health  Service,  are  utilised  when  required.  The 
employment  of  a  highly  competent  and  experienced  anaesthetist  is  essential 
in  this  work. 

The  services  of  Mr.  W.  C.  Mellor,  F.D.S.,  R.C.S.,  Consulting  Dental 
Surgeon  to  the  Oldham  Hospital  Group,  are  available  if  required. 


Pre-School  Children 

During  the  year,  267  children  received  a  dental  inspection  compared 
with  309  in  the  previous  year. 

These  children  are  usually  referred  from  the  infant  welfare  centres  and 
are  often  suffering  from  toothache  which  necessitates  the  extraction  of 
teeth. 

The  number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  2  and  3  years  who  develop 
toothache  is  extremely  high.  The  average  child  does  not  complete  eruption 
of  its  temporary  teeth  until  two  years  of  age.  The  incidence  of  caries  has 
increased  in  recent  years  and  it  is  common  to  find  that  the  upper  front 
teeth  are  hopelessly  carious  by  the  age  of  two  years.  This  condition  is 
invariably  associated  with  the  use  of  “  dummies  ”  and  it  is  common  practice 
for  mothers  to  dip  these  rubber  dummies  in  some  form  of  carbohydrate, 
e.g.,  syrup,  condensed  milk,  etc. 

602  teeth  were  extracted  and  28  fillings  were  inserted  in  temporary 
teeth. 

242  children  received  general  anaesthetics  for  the  extraction  of  teeth. 

The  very  young  children  who  require  a  general  anaesthetic  are  referred 
to  Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  and  are  usually  treated  as  out-patients. 
The  Principal  School  Dental  Officer  in  his  capacity  as  Visiting  Dental 
Officer  to  the  hospital  is  able  to  arrange  and  carry  out  the  necessary 
treatment. 

The  following  figures  indicate  the  ages  of  the  267  children  examined 
during  the  year  :  — 

Under  1  year  1  year  2  years  3  years  4  years  5  years 

0  3  32  128  102  2 
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Details  of  the  work  undertaken  for  expectant  and  nursing-  mothers  and 
pre-school  children  are  shown  in  the  following  tables: _ 

Expectant 

and  Children 

Nursing  5  years 
Mothers  &  under 


(a)  Provided  with  Dental  Care  : 

Examined  .  921  267 

Needing  Treatment  . 557  245 

Commenced  Treatment  . 224  235 

Made  Dentally  Fit  .  167  231 

(b)  Dental  Treatment  Provided: 

Extractions  .  619  602 

Anaesthetics  : 

Local  .  169  23 

General  . 35  242 

Fillings  . 122  28 

Scalings  or  Scaling  and  Gum  Treatment  67  — 

Silver  Nitrate  Treatment  .  2  19 

Dressings  .  12  16 

Radiographs  .  27  1 

Crowns  or  inlays  .  1  — 

Dentures  Provided : 

Complete  .  97  — 

Partial  .  10  — 


Supply  of  Welfare  Foods 
Modification  of  Proposals 

Following  receipt  of  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  10/54  dated  the  7th 
April,  the  Health  Committee  resolved  that  the  approved  proposals  be 
amended  as  follows:  — 

Part  II  (B)— delete  paragraph  4 — “  The  Council  propose  to 
arrange  for  the  distribution  of  those  welfare  foods  which  are  included 
in  the  Government’s  Welfare  Foods  Scheme  and  to  arrange  for  other 
welfare  foods  to  be  supplied  where  the  welfare  of  expectant  or 
nursing  mothers  or  young  children  so  requires,” 

and  substitute  the  following  paragraph  : 

“  The  Council  proposes,  as  part  of  their  arrangements  under 
Section  22,  to  distribute  welfare  foods  supplied  by  the  Minister  of 
Food  which  are  included  in  the  National  Welfare  Foods  Scheme;  and 
to  purchase  and  distribute  other  welfare  foods  where  the  welfare  of 
expectant  and  nursing  mothers  or  young  children  so  requires.” 

The  Minister  of  Health  subsequently  approved  this  amendment. 

Distribution 

The  responsibility  for  the  local  distribution  of  welfare  foods  supplied 
by  the  Ministry  of  Food  was  transferred  to  local  health  authorities  as  part 
of  their  duties  under  the  National  Health  Service  when  the  local  offices  of 
the  Ministry  of  Food  closed  at  the  end  of  June.  Arrangements  were  made 


with  £he  Finance  Committee  for  premises  situated  in  Greaves  Street  and 
owned  by  the  Corporation  to  be  used  as  a  central  storage  and  distribution 
centre  and  the  infant  welfare  centres  continued  to  be  used  as  distributing 
points. 

The  central  distributing  centre,  which  was  opened  on  the  28th  June,  is 
open  from  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  each  day  Monday  to  Friday,  and  9  a.m.  to  12 
noon  on  Saturday. 

It  was  necessary  to  engage  additional  staff  for  this  work  and  the 
Establishment  Committee  approved  the  appointment  of  2  full-time  clerks 
and  3  part-time  assistants. 


Care  of  Premature  Infants 

All  infants  weighing  511b.  or  less  at  birth  are  regarded  as  premature 
babies  irrespective  of  the  period  of  gestation. 

Premature  infants  born  on  the  district,  where  the  home  conditions  are 
unsatisfactory,  are  removed  to  hospital  by  ambulance  in  a  special  cot  and 
are  accompanied  by  the  midwife.  In  other  cases  arrangements  are  made 
by  the  Supervisor  of  Midwives  for  the  home  nursing  of  these  infants  and,, 
if  necessary,  suitable  equipment  is  supplied. 

One  district  midwife  specially  trained  and  experienced  was  employed 
whole-time  on  the  nursing  care  of  premature  babies.  Where  possible  this 
midwife  is  in  attendance  at  the  confinement  and  continues  in  attendance 
until  the  baby  weighs  61b.  or  the  mother  is  able  to  care  for  the  baby  herself 
without  supervision.  She  also  attends  all  premature  babies  discharged  from 
Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  and  the  Woodfield  Maternity  Home  daily 
or  more  frequently  if  required. 


Premature  Births 

The  following  tables  give  details  of  premature  births  notified  during  the 
year  relating  to  Oldham  residents  (including  transferred  notifications):  — 


Premature 

Premature 

Live  Births 

Stillbirths 

(a)  In  Hospital  . 

98 

19 

(b)  At  Home  . 

45 

6 

(c)  In  Private  Nursing  Homes  ... 

— 

- — 

143 

25 

PREMATURE  LIVE  BIRTHS 
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Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers  and  Their  Children 

No  Mother  and  Baby  Home  is  provided  but  full  use  is  made  of  the 
services  available  through  voluntary  organisations.  An  annual  grant  is 
made  to  the  Oldham  Council  for  Moral  Welfare  for  which  the  services  of 
their  social  worker  are  available.  The  grant  made  this  year  was  £150,  an 
increase  of  £50  on  the  previous  year. 

Cases  are  referred  to  the  social  worker  for  investigation.  She  advises 
the  expectant  mother  on  the  social  aspects  of  her  problem  and  arranges 
admission  to  a  suitable  home  or  hostel  where  necessary.  In  certain  cases 
where  it  has  not  been  possible  for  her  to  make  this  provision  through  the 
homes  available  to  her,  the  Department  has  made  every  endeavour  to 
obtain  suitable  accommodation. 

Under  these  arrangements  7  cases  received  ante-natal  and  post-natal 
care  and  one  case  post-natal  care  only,  the  full  cost  being  met  by  the 
Health  Committee.  Of  the  seven  cases,  one  was  admitted  to  the  Manchester 
and  Salford  Methodist  Mission  Maternity  Home  and  was  confined  in  the 
Home;  the  others  were  admitted  to  the  following  homes  and  were  confined 


in  a  hospital  in  the  area  of  the  home  :  — 

Council  for  Moral  Welfare  Refuge,  Lancaster  1 

Parkinson  House,  Preston  .  1 

St.  Monica’s  Home,  Liverpool  .  2 

St.  Raphael’s  Home,  Bristol  .  1 

Wyther  Hostel,  Leeds  .  1 


The  case  receiving  post-natal  care  only  was  confined  in  Boundary  Park 
General  Hospital,  Oldham,  and  subsequently  transferred  to  the  Wyther 
Hostel,  Leeds. 


Child  Welfare  Centres 

A  Child  Welfare  Centre  is  held  at  29,  Queen  Street,  twice  weekly  and 
there  are  seven  branch  centres  in  church  and  school  premises.  A  doctor  is 
in  attendance  at  each  of  these  centres.  Details  of  the  centres  are  as 
follows :  — 


Centre 

Days 

Times 

Central 

Queen  Street 

Tuesday 

9-30 

a.m. 

Central 

Queen  Street 

Friday 

9-30 

a.m. 

Brunsv/ick 

Oxford  Street 

Wednesday 

2-0 

p.m. 

Millgate 

Hollins  Road 

Thursday 

2-0 

p.m. 

Beulah 

Withins  Road 

Tuesday 

2-0 

p.m. 

Scottfield 

off  Ashton  Road 

Thursday 

2-0 

p.m. 

St.  Ambrose 

Prince  Charlie  Street 

Wednesday* 

2-0 

p.m. 

St.  Barnabas 

Arundel  Street 

Tuesday 

2-0 

p.m. 

Pitt  St.  East 

off  Glodwick  Road 

Wednesday 

2-0 

p.m. 

*  From 

20th  January,  1954. 

Orange  juice,  cod  liver  oil,  national 

dried  milk  and 

vitamins  issued  by 

the  Ministry  of  Food  are  obtainable  at  all  the  centres  and  certain 
proprietary  brands  of  infant  food  can  be  purchased. 
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By  arrangement  with  the  Principal  of  the  Women’s  Institute,  which  is 
under  the  control  of  the  Education  Committee,  a  sewing  teacher  attends 
the  centres  on  alternate  weeks  to  advise  mothers  on  the  cutting  out  and 
sewing  of  children’s  clothing,  patching,  darning  and  how  to  “  make  do  and 
mend  ”  with  clothes  generally. 

Clinic  assistants  are  employed  at  the  centres  in  connection  with  the 
sale  of  foods  and  to  assist  in  the  keeping  of  records,  etc. 


Attendances  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres  During  1954 


Centre 

No.  of 
children 
who  first 
attended 
during 
year  and 
who  at 
their  first 
attend¬ 
ance  were 

under  1 
year  of 
age 

No.  of  children 
who  attended  and 
who  were  born 
in: 

Total 

No.  of 
children 
who 

attended 

No.  of  attendances 
made  by  children 
who  at  the  date  of 
attendance  were: 

Total 
attend¬ 
ances  dur¬ 
ing  the 

year 

1954 

1953 

1952-49 

Under 
1  yr. 

1-2 

yrs. 

2-5 

yrs. 

Pitt  Street  . . . 

124 

102 

120 

58 

280 

1,760 

302 

59 

2,121 

Central  . 

12G 

220 

183 

135 

538 

3,094 

541 

238 

3,873 

Brunswick  . . . 

116 

103 

101 

55 

259 

2,023 

336 

88 

2,447 

St.  Ambrose  . 

125 

107 

90 

47 

244 

1,578 

164 

47 

1,789 

St.  Barnabas 

120 

107 

96 

65 

268 

1,904 

292 

95 

2,291 

Millgate . 

106 

97 

275 

75 

447 

1,687 

379 

75 

2,141 

Beulah  . 

67 

59 

74 

60 

193 

1,092 

271 

111 

1,474 

Scottfield  .... 

133 

117 

130 

49 

296 

2,272 

367 

41 

2,680 

917 

912 

1,069 

544 

2,525 

15,410 

2,652 

754 

18,816 

Co-operation  with  Voluntary  Organisations 

With  the  exception  of  the  Oldham  Council  for  Moral  Welfare,  no  duties 
have  been  delegated  to  other  voluntary  organisations.  The  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Sub-Committee  made  grants  during  the  financial  year 
1954-55  in  support  of  the  general  work  which  the  following  organisations 


undertake  in  the  care  of  the  mother  and  her  child  :  — 

£  s.  d. 

National  Society  of  Children’s  Nurseries  .  3  3  0 

Invalid  Children’s  Aid  Association  .  3  3  0 

Royal  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Accidents  .  2  2  0 

National  Council  for  the  Unmarried  Mother  and  her  Child  10  10  0 

Oldham  Council  for  Moral  Welfare  .  150  0  0 

National  Association  for  Maternal  and  Child  Welfare  .  5  5  0 

National  Baby  Welfare  Council  .  2  2  0 

Central  Council  for  Plealth  Education  .  20  0  0 
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DAY  NURSERIES 

e 

Municipal  Day  Nurseries 

The  following  accommodation  was  available  on  the  1st  January  and 
throughout  the  year:  — 


0-1 

Age  Groups 

1-2 

2-5 

Total 

Places 

Honeywell  Lane  ... 

8 

17 

21 

46 

Overens  Street  . 

5 

12 

25 

42 

Tate  Street  . 

— 

13 

21 

34 

13 

42 

67 

122 

The  nurseries  are  open  each  day  Monday  to  Friday  from  7  a.m.  to 
6-30  p.m.,  but  are  closed  on  Saturday  morning. 

The  charge  is  5s.  Od.  per  day  but  this  may  be  reduced  in  cases  of 
hardship  and  appeals  against  the  full  charge  are  dealt  with  by  the  Appeals 
Section  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Sub-Committee.  The  charge 
was  under  review  during  the  year,  but  no  change  was  recommended. 

The  attendances  made  by  children  totalled  24,949  which  compares  with 
24,456  for  the  previous  year. 

The  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  the  Superintendent  Nursery 
Teacher  in  December  (1953)  was  not  filled  and  no  new  nursery  students 
were  appointed. 

All  the  nurseries  are  approved  training  schools  for  the  training  of 
nursery  students  for  the  National  Nursery  Examination  Board  Certificate. 
In  February,  in  order  to  effect  economies,  the  Committee  reluctantly 
approved  a  recommendation  to  discontinue  the  training  of  nursery  students. 
The  twelve  students  already  employed  completed  their  training  and  were 
successful  in  obtaining  their  Certificates. 


NURSERIES  AND  CHILD-MINDERS  REGULATION  ACT,  1948 
Industrial  Day  Nurseries 

On  the  1st  January,  8  nurseries  were  registered  under  this  Act  for 
children  aged  0-5  years  and  provided  a  total  accommodation  of  379  places 
comprised  as  follows:  — 

Age  0-1  year  .  25  places 

Age  1-2  years  .  104  places 

Age  2-5  years  .  250  places 

In  addition  3  nurseries  were  registered  for  the  accommodation  of  135 

children  over  the  age  of  5  years  during  school  holiday  periods. 

Details  of  these  nurseries  have  been  given  in  previous  reports. 

No  plans  for  new  nurseries  were  submitted  or  approved, 
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The  Fine  Spinners  &  Doublers  Ltd.  made  application  for  the 
re-registration  of  the  Borough  Spinning  Co.  Nursery  which  they  had 
purchased  and  in  October  an  Order  was  made  imposing  the  usual 
requirements  and  registering  the  nursery  for  the  following  accommodation  : 

Age  Groups  Total 

0-1  1-2  2-5  Places 

7  20  27 

The  same  Company  also  applied  for  the  registration  of  Copster  Hall 
for  the  accommodation  of  children  between  the  ages  of  5  and  11  years 
during  school  holidays  and  an  Order  was  made  in  October  imposing  the 
usual  requirements  and  limiting  the  number  of  children  to  26. 

In  February  the  Heathbank  Nursery  was  temporarily  closed  for 
alterations,  the  children  being  accommodated  in  premises  in  the  West 
Riding  area.  This  nursery  had  not  re-opened  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  industrial  nursery  provision  at 
the  31st  December:  — 


Age  Groups 

Total 

Name  of  Nursery 

0-1 

1-2 

2-5 

Places 

♦Derker  Mill  . 

7 

14 

25 

46 

♦Hartford  House  . 

— 

20 

48 

68 

♦Heathbank  . 

6 

14 

30 

50 

Iris  Mill  . 

12 

16 

19 

47 

Oldham  Twist  . 

— 

13 

19 

32 

♦Oakbank  . 

— 

— 

48 

48 

♦Werneth  Spg.  Co.  ... 

— 

15 

42 

57 

♦Willowbank  . 

— 

12 

19 

31 

Fine  Spinners 

&  Doublers  . 

— 

7 

20 

27 

Totals  . 

25 

111 

270 

406 

*  The  managements  of  these  firms  provide  transport  to  and  from 
the  nursery. 

The  following  accommodation  was  available  on  the  31st  December  for 
school  children,  and  registered  for  use  during  school  holiday  periods 


only  :  — 

Age  No.  of 

Group  Places 

Belgrave  Mill  .  5-11  55 

Greenbank  Mills  .  5-10  35 

All  Saints’  School  (Werneth  Spg.  Co.)  over  5  45 

Copster  Hall  (Fine  Spinners  &  Doublers)  5-11  26 


Total  .  161 


Close  co-operation  exists  between  the  Department  and  the  industrial 
firms  concerned  and  by  arrangement  with  certain  of  the  firms  regular  visits 
are  made  to  the  nurseries  by  the  medical  staff  of  the  Department  for 
medical  inspection  and  immunisation  of  the  children.  The  firms  are 
encouraged  to  consult  the  Department  if  any  difficulties  arise. 
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In  only  one  nursery  does  the  management  have  their  own  practitioner 
attending  for  the  medical  care  of  the  children. 

Child  Minders 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  one  child-minder  was  registered.  This 
child-minder  ceased  to  day-mind  children  and  surrendered  her  certificate 
in  May. 

One  child-minder  was  registered  in  May.  She  was  a  married  woman 
with  one  child,  living  in  a  good  residential  area  and  an  Order  was  made 
limiting  the  number  of  children  to  be  day-minded  to  4  (including  her  own 
child)  and  imposing  requirements  regarding  precautions  against  infectious 
disease. 

An  application  was  received  from  a  married  woman  with  5  children  of 
her  own  who  was  living  in  a  good  residential  area  and  already  day-minding 
2  children  under  five  years  of  age.  The.  application  was  refused  on  the 
grounds  that  it  was  considered  she  was  fully  occupied  with  the  care  of  her 
own  children  and  the  two  she  was  daily  minding. 

One  other  application  was  received,  but  was  subsequently  withdrawn. 


MID  WIVES’  SERVICE 
(Section  23) 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  in  addition  to  the  Supervisor  of  Midwives, 
16  midwives  (including  one  part-time  midwife)  were  employed,  and  one 
midwife  was  on  leave  of  absence  granted  in  the  previous  year.  During  the 
year  7  midwives,  including  the  midwife  on  leave  of  absence,  left  the  service 
and  7  midwives,  including  one  part-time,  were  appointed  and  commenced 
duty.  The  part-time  midwife  employed  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year 
resumed  full-time  duty  in  February.  The  following  were  employed  at  the 
end  of  the  year :  — 

1  Non-medical  Supervisor, 

-  Senior  Assistant  Superintendent, 

1  Assistant  Superintendent, 

15  District  Midwives, 

1  District  Midwife  (part-time), 

6  Pupil  Midwives. 

A  part-time  nurse  was  engaged  on  duties  in  connection  with  hospital 
discharges  after  the  tenth  day  and  other  special  visits.  She  undertook  no 
deliveries  and  accepted  no  bookings.  One  district  midwife,  specially  trained 
and  experienced,  undertook  full-time  duties  in  connection  with  the  nursing 
of  premature  babies. 

Following  a  request  for  trained  staff  to  relieve  a  serious  staffing 
position  which  had  arisen  in  the  maternity  unit  at  the  Boundary  Park 
General  Hospital,  arrangements  were  made  for  two  midwives,  who  agreed 
to  be  seconded  for  a  temporary  period,  to  undertake  duties  at  the  hospital. 
This  help  was  much  appreciated. 

The  Oldham  District  Midwifery  Service  is  approved  by  the  Central 
Midwives’  Board  as  a  Part  II  Training  School.  During  the  year  17  pupils 
were  accepted  for  training  and  one  for  a  refresher  course  of  four  months. 
One  pupil  discontinued  her  training  owing  to  sickness  and  arrangements 
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were  made  for  her  training  to  be  re-commenced  in  1955.  Nineteen  pupils 
sat  the  Part  II  Examination  of  the  Central  Midwives’  Board  and  all  were 
successful. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Sub-Committee  has  approved  the 
award  of  prizes  to  the  best  pupil  midwives.  An  examination  consisting  of 
a  written  paper,  viva  voce  and  practical,  is  carried  out  each  six  months  and 
prizes  are  awarded  on  the  results  of  the  examination  which  is  conducted  by 
members  of  the  staff.  T\vo  prizes  of  £5  each  were  awarded  during  the  year. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  7  midwives  in  the  service  approved 
by  the  Central  Midwives’  Board  as  teachers. 


Attendance  After  Confinement 

The  arrangement  for  the  midwife  to  continue  in  attendance  on  the 
mother  and  baby  for  one  month  after  confinement  has  been  continued. 
This  arrangement,  which  at  present  only  applies  to  mothers  confined  on 
the  district,  has  proved  highly  successful. 

Gas  and  Air  Analgesia 

All  the  midwives  employed  during  the  year  were  qualified  to  administer 
gas  and  air  analgesia.  Provision  is  made  for  training  in  the  use  of  approved 
methods  of  analgesia  of  any  domiciliary  midwife  entering  the  service  who 
is  not  already  so  trained.  There  are  fourteen  sets  of  apparatus  provided 
and  the  necessary  transport  is  available  through  the  Ambulance  Service. 

During  the  year  830  cases  were  delivered  and  of  these  788  (94.94  per 
cent)  received  gas  and  air  analgesia.  The  remaining  42  cases  did  not 
receive  gas  and  air  analgesia  for  the  following  reasons:  — 


Patient  refused  .  3 

Medical  reasons  .  4 

B.B.A.  or  delay  in  summoning  a  midwife  ...  32 

Doctor  booked — not  booked  for  gas  and  air  ...  1 

Emergency  cases — not  booked  .  2 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  in  which  gas  and  air 
analgesia  and  pethidine  were  administered  by  midwives  in  domiciliary 
practice  during  the  year  :  — 

Doctor  present  Doctor  not  present 
at  time  of  delivery  at  time  of  delivery 
Gas  and  air  administered  ...  49  739 

Pethidine  administered  .  29  370* 

*  Includes  3  cases  delivered  by  a  private  midwife. 

Transport 

Transport  is  provided  by  the  Ambulance  Service  from  5-30  p.m.  to 
8-30  a.m.  and  at  week-ends.  By  arrangement  with  the  Cleansing  and 
Transport  Department  a  car  is  available  during  the  day  time  for  urgent 
calls  to  confinements  for  midwives  attending  cases  out  of  their  own  district 
and  in  emergency.  This  car  is  also  available  for  transporting  gas  and  air 
equipment.  At  all  other  times  the  midwives  use  public  service  vehicles. 

Municipal  midwives  are  included  as  “  casual  users  ”  in  the  Scheme  of 
Motor  Car  Allowances  of  the  Corporation. 
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Midwives’  Accommodation 

The  adaptations  to  combine  the  premises  61  and  63,  Werneth  Hall 
Road  were  completed  in  July  and  the  midwives  accommodated  at  31, 
Werneth  Hall  Road  were  transferred  to  these  premises  in  August.  The 
premises  31,  Werneth  Hall  Road  were  closed  and  subsequently  sold. 

In  November  the  tenancy  of  the  house  rented  from  a  private  owner 
was  terminated  when  the  midwife  occupying  these  premises  left  the  service. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  accommodation  was  provided:  — 


1.  Private  houses  : 

Owned  by  local  health  authority  .  1 

Rented  by  local  health  authority  : 

(i)  from  Corporation  Housing  Department  ...  3 

*2.  Midwives’  Home  .  1 


*  This  home  provides  accommodation  for  12  midwives  or  pupil 
midwives  and  resident  domestic  staff. 


Post-Certificate  Instruction 

The  Supervisor  of  Midwives  attended  a  course  for  Midwives  Engaged 
in  Teaching  arranged  by  the  Royal  College  of  Midwives  and  held  in 
Birmingham  from  the  9th  to  the  15th  September.  Two  district  midwives 
who  are  approved  teachers  attended  a  similar  course  held  in  Cambridge 
from  the  8th  to  the  15th  July. 

Hospital  Discha  rges 

Arrangements  exist  for  maternity  patients  discharged  from  Boundary 
Park  General  Hospital  and  the  Woodfield  Maternity  Home  before  the 
fourteenth  day  to  be  notified  to  the  appropriate  local  health  authority.  In 
the  case  of  Oldham  residents,  the  name,  address  and  date  of  discharge  are 
notified  to  the  Supervisor  of  iVIidwives  by  telephone  prior  to  an  agreed 
discharge  form  being  received. 


Summary  of  Work  Undertaken  by  the  Municipal 


Midwives  During  the  Year 
Confinements  : 

Number  of  cases  booked  .  984 

Number  of  confinements  attended  .  830 

Number  of  cases  receiving  analgesia  ...  788 

Visits  : 

Ante-natal  cases  .  4,318 

During  lying-in  period  .  18,958 

Post-natal  . 7 

Hospital  discharges  .  3,085 

Premature  babies : 

(i)  Domiciliary  births  .  1,667 

(ii)  Hospital  discharges  .  700 


40 


During  the  year  1,716  live  births  and  46  stillbirths  relating  to  Oldham 
residents  were  notified.  Of  these  923  (52.38  per  cent)  occurred  in 
institutions  and  839  (47.62  per  cent)  were  domiciliary  confinements.  Of 
the  latter  835  (99.52  per  cent)  were  attended  by  municipal  midwives  and 
4  (0.48  per  cent)  by  a  midwife  in  private  practice. 

During  the  year  91  cases  were  referred  by  the  Almoner  of  Boundary 
Park  General  Hospital  for  investigation  into  home  conditions  to  ascertain 
if  these  were  suitable  or  otherwise  for  domiciliary  confinement.  In  62  cases 
the  conditions  were  considered  to  be  suitable  and  the  patients  subsequently 
booked  for  domiciliary  confinement. 
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MIDWIVES  ACT,  1951 
Supervision  of  Midwives 

During  the  year  59  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practise,  the 
same  number  as  in  1953.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  midwives 


were  practising  in  the  area  of  the  Borough :  — 

In  Domiciliary  Practice  : 

(a)  Employed  by  Local  Health  Authority  .  18* 

(b)  In  private  practice  .  1 

Employed  in  Institutions  : 

(a)  Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  .  13 

(b)  Woodfield  Maternity  Home  .  5 

*  Including  Supervisor  of  Midwives. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deliveries  attended  by 
midwives  during  the  year  :  — 


Number  of  Deliveries  Attended  by  Mid  wives  in  the 
Area  During  the  Year 


Domiciliary  Cases 

Doctor  not  booked 

Doctor  booked 

Doctor 
present 
at  time 
of 

delivery 
of  child 

Doctor 
not  pres¬ 
ent  at 
time  of 
delivery 
of  child 

Doctor 
present  at 
time  of 
delivery 
of  child 
(either  the 
booked 
doctor  or 
another) 

Doctor 
not  pre¬ 
sent  at 
time  of 
delivery 
of  child 

Totals 

Cases 

in 

Institu¬ 

tions 

Midwives  employed 
by  local  health 
authority  ... 

9 

290 

69 

462 

830 

Midwives  employed 
by  Oldham  and  Dis¬ 
trict  Hospital 
Management  Com¬ 
mittee  at  Boundary 
Park  General  Hos¬ 
pital  and  Woodfield 
Maternity  Home  ... 

' 

‘ 

1742 

Midwives  in  private 
practice 

— 

1 

3 

4 

Totals 

9 

290 

70 

465 

834 

J  742 

Number  of  cases  delivered  in  institutions  but  attended  by 
domiciliary  midwives  on  discharge  from  institutions 
and  before  the  fourteenth  day  .  878 


and  before  the  fourteenth  day  .  878 

Breast  Feeding 

Number  of  domiciliary  cases  in  which  the  infant  was 

wholly  breast  fed  at  the  fourteenth  day  .  733 
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Medical  Aid  Under  Section  14  (1)  of  the  Midwives  Act,  1951 

There  were  171  medical  aid  forms  sent  in  by  domiciliary  midwives  as 


compared  with  186  in  1953. 
sought  were  as  follows  :  — 

Conditions  in  Mother 

Adherent  placenta  . 

Anaemia  . 

Ante-partum  haemorrhage  .... 

Breast  condition  . 

Breech  delivery  . 

Delayed  labour- — second  stage  ... 


Foetal  distress  .  5 

Hyptertension  .  1 

Intra-partum  haemorrhage  .  1 

Intra-uterine  foetal  death  .  1 

Malpresentation  .  2 

Oedema  of  feet  .  1 

Post-partum  haemorrhage  .  8 

Post-partum  shock  . 4 

Premature  birth  .  1 

Pyrexia  .  10 

Ruptured  perineum  .  43 

Severe  pain  in  sacral  joint  .  1 

Threatened  abortion  .  2 

Thrombosis  .  2 

Twin  delivery  .  3 

Varicose  veins  .  2 

Other  conditions  .  6 


Congenital  abnormalities  .  4 

Collapse  .  1 

Convulsions  .  1 

Coryza  .  4 

Cyanosis  .  2 

Discharging  ear  .  1 

Haemorrhage  from  cord  .  1 

Icterus  .  2 

Inflammation  of  or  discharge 

from  eyes  .  17 

Phimosis  .  2 

Prematurity  .  10 

Skin  conditions  .  11 

Vomiting  .  3 

Other  conditions  .  4 


The  conditions  for  which  medical  aid  was 

Conditions  in  Child 

5 

2 

6 
6 


Emergency  Maternity  Unit 

During  the  year  the  Emergency  Maternity  Unit  operating  from  the 
Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  was  called  out  to  three  domiciliary  cases 
attended  by  municipal  midwives  for  the  following  emergencies  : 

Retained  placenta  .  1 

Post-partum  haemorrhage  .  1 

Intra-partum  haemorrhage  and 

retained  placenta  .  1 


HEAUTH  VISITING  SERVICE 
(Section  24) 

There  has  been  no  material  change  in  the  service  during  the  year.  The 
statistical  return  summarises  the  work  undertaken  by  the  health  visitors. 

There  is  complete  co-ordination  with  the  School  Health  Service,  all 
health  visitors  being  appointed  school  nurses  and  the  Superintendent  Health 
Visitor  being  Superintendent  School  Nurse. 

One  health  visitor  undertakes  whole-time  duties  in  connection  with 
tuberculosis  and  attends  the  Chest  Clinic,  Boundary  Park  General  Hospital 
Annexe. 


The  arrangement  for  a  health  visitor  to  attend  the  Venereal  Diseases 
Clinic  of  the  Oldham  and  District  Hospital  Management  Committee  was 
not  continued  throughout  the  year.  When  the  staffing  position  has 
improved  it  is  hoped  to  recommence  this  arrangement  and  thus  renew  the 
close  liaison  which  has  been  established  with  the  hospital  service. 

In  addition  to  responsibilities  in  the  Health  Visiting  Service,  the 
Superintendent  Health  Visitor  and  the  Deputy,  together  with  the  senior 
health  visitor,  undertake  duties  in  connection  with  the  day  nursery  service 
and  the  industrial  day  nurseries.  These  officers  also  took  part  in  the 
teaching  of  nursery  students  at  the  School  of  Commerce  under  an 
arrangement  made  with  the  Principal. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  staff  consisted  of :  — 

1  Superintendent  Health  Visitor, 

1  Deputy  Superintendent  Health  Visitor, 

1  Senior  Health  Visitor, 

7  Health  Visitors, 

1  Health  Visitor  (part-time). 

During  the  year  three  health  visitors  resigned  and  two  health  visitors 
joined  the  staff,  one  of  whom  was  a  student  who  obtained  her  certificate 
in  May.  At  the  end  of  the  year  in  addition  to  the  Superintendent  Health 
Visitor,  the  Deputy  Superintendent  Health  Visitor  and  the  health  visitor 
engaged  on  tuberculosis  duties,  six  health  visitors  devoting  2/llths  of  their 
time  to  the  School  Health  Service  were  employed,  and  the  senior  school 
nurse /health  visitor  employed  by  the  Education  Committee  was  devoting 
4/llths  of  her  time  to  duties  in  the  Health  Visiting  Service. 

Owing  to  the  depleted  staff  of  health  visitors  it  was  necessary  to  employ 
full-time  and  part-time  public  health  nurses  to  undertake  duties  at  the 
infant  welfare  centres,  immunisation  and  vaccination  clinics  and  on  visits 
in  connection  with  infectious  diseases,  particularly  in  view  of  the  increased 
incidence  of  measles,  dysentery  and  whooping  cough  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  3  public  health  nurses  (2  full-time  and  1  part-time) 
were  employed,  the  two  former  being  prospective  student  health  visitors 
for  1955. 

In  July  Miss  Briggs,  the  tuberculosis  visitor,  terminated  her  duties  on 
being  appointed  Sister  at  the  new  Chest  Clinic,  Boundary  Park  General 
Hospital.  The  filling  of  this  vacancy  presented  another  staffing  problem 
and  resulted  in  the  tuberculosis  work  being  severely  curtailed  until  her 
successor  took  up  duties  in  December. 

Following  a  report  to  the  Committee  in  June  on  the  serious  shortage 
of  health  visitors  and  the  difficulties  experienced  in  attracting  applicants 
for  vacancies,  authority  was  obtained  for  residential  accommodation  to  be 
provided  at  the  District  Nurses’  Home  for  single  health  visitors  and  for 
housing  accommodation  to  be  made  available  through  the  Housing 
Department  for  married  health  visitors.  In  spite  of  these  attractions  no 
replies  were  received  to  repeated  advertisements. 

The  scheme  for  the  appointment  of  student  health  visitors  has  been 
continued.  Two  student  health  visitors  were  appointed  and  commenced 
training  at  the  Manchester  College  of  Technology  in  September. 
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Arrangements  exist  for  one  or  more  health  visitors  to  attend  a 
refresher  course  each  year.  The  Superintendent  attended  a  two-day  course 
arranged  by  the  Royal  College  of  Nursing  and  held  in  Leicester  in  October, 
and  one  health  visitor  attended  a  course  arranged  by  the  Women  Public 
Health  Officers’  Association  held  at  Oxford  from  the  3rd  to  the  17th  July. 

Health  Visitors  are  included  in  the  Car  Allowances  Scheme  of  the 
Corporation  as  “  casual  users.”  Only  the  Superintendent  and  Deputy 
Superintendent  are  at  present  using  their  own  cars  under  the  Scheme. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  work  of  the  health  visitors  during 
the  year : — 

Number  of  Visits  Paid  by  Health  Visitors 


HEALTH  VISITORS 

Tuber¬ 

culosis 

Visitor 

Number  of 
children 
tmder  5 
years  of 
age  visited 
during 
year 

Expectant 

Mothers 

Children 
under  1  year 
of  age 

Children 
age  1  and 
under  2 

years 

Children 
age  2  but 
under  5 

years 

Tuber¬ 

culous 

House¬ 

holds 

Other 

Cases 

Total 
visits  paid 
to  tuber¬ 
culous 
households 

First 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

First 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

8,476 

j 

66  !  74 

I 

1,541 

6,640 

3,068 

6,822 

26  * 

3,747 

1,285 

^Visits  by  Health  Visitor  other  than  Tuberculosis  Visitor. 


The  3,747  visits  made  by  health  visitors  to  other  cases  were  made  up 


as  follows :  — 

Premature  Births  .  3 

Handicapped  Children  .  132 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  : 

Whooping  Cough  .  257 

Measles  .  222 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  .  1 

Dysentery  .  1,247 

Nursery  Accommodation  .  149 

Daily  Minders  .  50 

Applications  for  provision  of  domestic  help  .  793 

Aged  and  Infirm  Persons  .  176 

M.R.C.  Investigation  .  408 

Other  Visits  .  309 


3,747 


The  total  number  of  visits  made  by  Health  Visitors  during  the  year  is 
25,087  which  includes  3,425  ineffective  visits. 
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The  following  attendances  were  made  by  health  visitors  at  Infant 
Welfare  Centres,  Clinics,  Nurseries  and  Nursery  Classes: — . 


Infant  Welfare  Centres  .  683 

Day  Nurseries  .  84 

Chest  Clinic  .  152 

Immunisation  Clinic  .  33 

Vaccination  Clinic  .  52 


School  of  Commerce — Lectures  to  Nursery  Students  28 
The  Oldham  Mothers’  Circle 

The  Oldham  Mothers’  Circle  continued  to  function  and  had  yet  another 
successful  year.  The  Circle,  which  is  a  voluntary  activity,  has  a  committee 
consisting  of  eight  mothers,  together  with  a  President,  Secretary  and 
Treasurer.  The  membership  is  now  72,  with  an  average  attendance  of  40 
at  each  meeting.  The  meetings  are  held  fortnightly  in  the  evening  at  the 
Community  Centre,  Clegg  Street,  when  a  charge  of  2d.  is  made  to  the 
members  towards  the  cost  of  the  room. 

The  object  of  the  Circle  is  to  enable  mothers  to  have  an  evening  free 
of  their  everyday  responsibilities  where  they  can  meet  other  mothers  and 
discuss  topics  of  the  day.  The  health  visitors  devote  much  of  their  leisure 
time  to  the  Circle  and  during  the  year  talks,  films  and  demonstrations  were 
given  on  a  wide  range  of  subjects  and  visits  were  also  organised  to  local 
industries.  The  mothers  enjoyed  a  visit  to  a  pantomime  in  Manchester  and 
two  summer  evening  trips  to  Delamere. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Circle,  which  was  held  in  December,  it 
was  decided  that  the  slogan  “  The  Prevention  of  Accidents  in  the  Home  ” 
should  be  adopted.  This  has  been  augmented  by  the  provision  of  suitable 
posters,  by  blackboard  slogans,  and  by  speakers,  and  it  is  hoped  that  these 
efforts  will  prove  valuable  in  the  campaign  against  “  Accidents  in  the 
Home.” 

The  activities  of  the  Circle  are  promoting  a  keen  interest  in  the  care  of 
young  children,  better  home  conditions  and  a  more  solid  parental 
relationship  in  the  home,  and  with  the  continued  increase  in  membership, 
the  work  of  the  health  visitors  in  this  voluntary  field  should  go  far  in 
establishing  a  better  foundation  in  the  home  and  prevent  the  break  up  of 
family  life. 


HOME  NURSING 
(Section  25) 

There  was  no  change  in  the  organisation  or  administration  of  the 
service  during  the  year. 

The  services  of  a  district  nurse  can  be  obtained  by  a  general 
practitioner  on  application  to  the  Superintendent  at  “  Glenthorne,”  57, 
Queen’s  Road  (Tel.  :  MAIn  4899).  No  night  service  is  provided  but  evening 
visits  are  made  to  patients  where  necessary.  There  is  always  a  member  of 
the  staff  on  duty  for  evening  calls  and  in  an  emergency  the  services  of  a 
district  nurse  can  be  obtained  at  any  hour  of  the  night.  Telephones  are 
installed  in  the  homes  of  all  district  nurses. 
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Patients  discharged  from  hospital  requiring  nursing  care  are  notified 
to  the  Superintendent  by  the  almoners  who  give  the  case  history  and  the 
name  of  the  general  practitioner  responsible  for  the  patient.  By  this 
arrangement  close  co-operation  is  provided  between  the  hospitals  and  the 
Home  Nursing  Service. 

The  fullest  co-operation  is  received  from  the  general  practitioners. 
Doctors  have  been  requested  to  issue  a  note  prescribing  the  treatment 
required,  and  the  district  nurse  does  not  attend  a  patient  unless  this  written 
authority  is  available. 

In  June  the  Finance  and  General  Purposes  Committee  approved  a 
recommendation  of  the  Home  Nursing  Sub-Committee  for  the  purchase  of 
4  autocycles  for  the  use  of  the  3  male  district  nurses  and  the  female  district 
nurse  visiting  cases  in  the  Bardsley  area.  These  cycles  were  put  into  use 
in  August. 

Prior  to  August  two  male  district  nurses  used  their  own  autocycles, 
the  authority  accepting  financial  responsibility  for  the  cost  of  tax, 
insurance,  licence,  petrol  consumed,  and  also  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
vehicles  including  the  renewal  of  tyres  and  inner  tubes. 

All  other  district  nurses  use  public  transport,  but  at  week-ends  and  in 
exceptional  circumstances,  e.g.,  shortage  of  staff  or  extraordinary 
pressure  of  work,  transport  is  provided  by  the  Ambulance  Service. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  staff  consisted  of :  — 

1  Queen’s  Superintendent, 

5  Queen’s  Nurses  (4  female,  1  male), 

8  District  Nurses  (6  female,  2  male), 

1  District  Nurse  (part-time). 

Three  female  auxiliaries  undertake  simple  bathing  and  give  personal 
attention  to  patients.  These  auxiliaries  are  only  employed  on  selected  cases 
and  always  under  supervision.  During  the  year  the  auxiliaries  made  4,031 
visits. 

During  the  year  3  district  nurses  (2  full-time  and  1  part-time)  were 
appointed  and  commenced  duties;  2  district  nurses  left  the  service  and  1 
district  nurse  was  granted  leave  of  absence  from  the  30th  September. 

On  the  31st  December  the  staff  employed  was  as  follows  :  — 

1  Queen’s  Superintendent, 

5  Queen’s  Nurses  (4  female,  1  male), 

7  District  Nurses  (5  female,  2  male), 

2  District  Nurses  (female)  (part-time). 

One  district  nurse  attended  a  refresher  course  for  district  nurses 
arranged  by  the  Queen’s  Institute  of  District  Nursing  and  held  at  Oxford 
from  the  26th  March  to  the  2nd  April.  The  Superintendent  attended  a 
refresher  course  arranged  by  the  Royal  College  of  Nursing  held  at 
Birmingham  from  the  27th  September  to  the  2nd  October, 
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Queen’s  Institute  of  District  Nursing’ 

The  local  health  authority  is  in  membership  with  the  Queen's  Institute 
of  District  Nursing  and  the  Service  was  inspected  by  an  Inspector  of  the 
Institute  in  June. 

This  authority  is  also  a  member  of  the  North  Western  Federation  of 
the  Queen’s  Institute  of  District  Nursing  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Home 
Nursing  Sub-Committee,  Mr  T.  E.  C.  Crozier,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  represented  the  authority  at  meetings  of  the  Federation. 

There  is  approval  for  one  student  nurse  to  be  appointed  under  a  scheme 
of  the  Queen’s  Institute  of  District  Nursing  for  the  training  of  district 
nurses.  Mr.  F.  P.  Earnshaw,  a  male  nurse  employed  in  the  Home  Nursing 
Service,  applied  to  take  this  training,  and  was  authorised  to  attend  a  course 
which  commenced  in  Rochdale  in  October.  In  February  Mr.  S.  Harrop, 
who  commenced  his  Queen's  training  in  Rochdale  in  the  previous  year, 
passed  the  Queen’s  Roll  Examination. 


Work  Undertaken 

There  were  1,989  cases  (743  males,  1,246  females)  nursed  and  42,600. 
visits  made  by  district  nurses  to  these  cases  during  the  year.  These  figures 
compare  with  1,748  cases  (645  males,  1,103  females)  nursed  and  38,048  visits 
made  by  district  nurses  during  the  previous  year. 

The  statistics  show  a  further  increase  in  work  compared  with  the 
previous  year,  the  new  cases  accepted  having  increased  from  1,476  to  1,698. 
The  number  of  injections,  i.e.,  penicillin,  insulin,  liver,  vitamin,  streptomycin, 
mersalyl,  and  cytamin,  again  increased,  the  total  number  given  during  the 
year  being  16,083.  Practitioners  are  referring  an  increasing  number  of 
patients  for  this  type  of  treatment.  There  was  a  substantial  increase  in 
the  number  of  patients  with  tuberculosis  who  received  streptomycin 
injections,  60  patients  receiving  this  treatment  compared  with  24  in  the 
previous  year. 


Cases  Nursed  and  Visits  Made 


Chi 

0-5 

dren 

5-15 

Others 

Male  Female 

Total 
No.  of 
Cases 

Cases  on  books  at  1st  Jan. 

4 

— 

72 

215 

291 

New  cases . 

66 

48 

612 

972 

1698 

Total  cases  nursed  during 
the  year . 

70 

48 

684 

1 187 

1989 

Cases  on  books  at  31st  Dec. 

3 

2 

99 

257 

361 

48 


The  following  table  summarises  the  cases  nursed  and  visits  made  by 
the  district  nurses  during  each  month  of  the  year: — 


Children 

Others 

— 

Total  No. 

Visits  by 

0-5 

5-15 

Male 

Female 

of  Cases 

District  Nurses 

J  anuary 

12 

4 

120 

296 

432 

3211 

February 

5 

5 

139 

297 

446 

3024 

March  ... 

8 

8 

133 

294 

443 

3705 

April 

8 

6 

133 

314 

461 

3723 

Mav 

4 

3 

150 

312 

469 

3865 

June  . 

3 

4 

131 

301 

439 

3505 

July  . 

7 

0 

135 

298 

446 

3625 

August  ... 

4 

o 

o 

131 

289 

427 

3449 

September 

8 

8 

140 

323 

479 

3622 

October 

6 

15 

ito 

303 

464 

3502 

November 

9 

3 

139 

331 

482 

3603 

December 

13 

5 

146 

357 

521 

3766 

New  Cases  Accepted  During  Each  Month  of  the  Year 


Age 

Groups 

Month 


Jan 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


Totals 


0-1 


M 

1 

1 


1 

9 


4 

1 


1 

1 

1 

2 


1-5 


F  M 


2 

1 

5 

1 

2 

1 

4 

2 

1 

3 

2 

7 


12  31 


1 

1 

2 

4 


1 

4 

2 

2 


5-15 


F  I  M 


2 

2 

2 

2 

9 


1 

4 

3 


18  23 


25 


2 

1 

4 

1 

2 

4 

1 

3  | 
6 

I 


15- 

40 

40-60 

60-65 

65  + 

Totals 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

3 

9 

13 

12 

5 

11 

27 

49 

141 

6 

11 

13 

23 

5 

7 

39 

33 

144 

6 

8 

13 

23 

5 

8 

26 

39 

141 

6 

12 

11 

16 

6 

10 

27 

59 

156 

7 

H 

15 

20 

10 

9 

35 

40 

153 

4 

9 

8 

19 

5 

11 

24 

37 

120 

10 

11 

14 

20 

1 

6 

19 

42 

132 

4 

14 

12 

19 

4 

6 

22 

27 

113 

8 

19 

10 

21 

1 

1 

28 

58 

160 

3 

8 

21 

12 

6 

3 

33 

35 

133 

4 

12 

1 5 

18 

10 

8 

14 

39 

128 

5 

9 

18 

22 

— 

11 

31 

65 

177 

66 

133 

163 

225 

58 

91 

325 

523 

1698 

The  following  table  is  a  summary  of  the  types  of  cases  nursed  and  the 
visits  paid  to  these  cases  during  the  year :  — 


Medical 

Surgical 

Infec¬ 

tious 

Diseases 

Tuber¬ 

culosis 

Maternal 

Compli¬ 

cations 

Others 

Totals 

Patients 
included 
in  (2)  -  (7) 
who  were 
65  or  over 
at  the 
time  of 
the  first 
visit  dur¬ 
ing  the 

Children 
included 
in  (2) -(7) 
who  were 
under  5  at 
the  time 
of  the 
first  visit 
during 
the  year 

Patients 
included 
in  (2) -(7) 
who  have 
had  more 
than  24 
visits 
during 
the  year  | 

year 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(?) 

(8) 

(9) 

(10) 

(ID  , 

1  Number 
!  of  Cases 
attended ... 

1166 

406 

— 

60 

1 

356 

1989 

1025 

70 

11 

Number 
of  Visits 
paid . 

30379 

9105 

— 

1715 

1 

1400 

42600 

6966 

354 

313 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 
(Section  26) 

Immunisation  Against  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough 
Immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  has  continued 
throughout  the  year  and  the  majority  of  children  in  the  age  group  0-3  years 
have  received  combined  diphtheria-pertussis  prophylactic.  Parents  are 
encouraged  to  have  their  children  immunised  as  early  as  possible  after  they 
are  8  months  old  and,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  according  to  records  available 
47  per  cent  of  the  child  population  of  the  Borough  aged  0-5  years  had 
received  this  protection 

Throughout  the  year  the  materials  used  and  the  dosage  given  were  as 
follows :  — 


Protection 

Age 

Group 

Material  Used 

Dosage 

Combined  Diphtheria  and 

0-5  yrs. 

Suspended 

Three  injections  of 

Whooping  Cough 

diphtheria-pertussis 

1.0  c.c.  each  at  an 

Immunisation 

(Glaxo)  each  c.c. 
containing  20,000 
million  H  pertussis 

interval  of  four 
weeks  between 

injections. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

(a)  Primary 

Immunisation. 

0-10  yrs. 

A.P.T. 

Two  injections  of 
0.2  c.c.  and 

0.5  c.c.  with  an 
interval  of  four 
weeks  between 

injections. 

10  yrs. 

&  over 

T.A.F. 

Three  injections  of 
1.0  c.c.  at  four 
weekly  intervals. 

(b)  Re-inforcing 

Injections. 

5-10  yrs. 

A.P.T. 

One  injection  of 
0.5  c.c. 

10  yrs. 
and  over 

T.A.F. 

One  injection  of 
1.0  c.c. 

Whooping  Cough 

0-5  yrs. 

Suspended  whooping 

Three  injections  of 

Immunisation 

cough  vaccine 
(Glaxo)  each  c.c. 
containing  20,000 
million  H  pertussis. 

1.0c. c.  each  at  four 
weekly  intervals. 

All  prophylactic  is  supplied  to  general  practitioners  free  of  charge  and 
can  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Department. 

Immunisation  of  pre-school  children  is  carried  out  at  the  infant  welfare 
centres  and  day  nurseries  and  also  by  appointment  at  the  immunisation 
clinic  which  is  held  weekly  at  the  Central  Clinic,  29,  Queen  Street,  on 
Saturday  mornings. 

At  the  school  entrance  examination,  the  immunisation  state  of  each 
child  is  reviewed  and  parents  are  reminded  of  the  importance  of 
“  reinforcing  ”  injections  and  the  immediate  need  to  give  consent  for  the 
first  “  reinforcing  ”  injection  to  be  given.  Parents  of  children  who  have  not 
received  a  primary  course  of  injections  prior  to  entering  school  are  again 
reminded  of  the  dangers  of  diphtheria  and  the  urgent  need  for  immunisation 
of  their  children.  With  the  consent  of  the  parents  arrangements  are  made 
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for  these  children  to  receive  the  necessary  injections  as  early  as  possible 
after  the  medical  examination.  Where  the  number  of  consents  received 
from  any  one  school  is  sufficiently  large,  a  special  session  is  arranged  at 
the  school  and  parents  are  invited  to  be  present.  In  all  other  cases 
appointments  are  made  for  the  children  to  attend  along  with  their  parents 
if  desired  at  the  Gower  Street  or  Scottfield  Clinics  according  to  the  school 
they  attend. 

Visits  are  made  periodically  to  each  junior  school  to  ascertain  the 
immunisation  state  of  the  children  attending  and  the  second  “  reinforcing  " 
injection  is  offered  to  all  children  over  the  age  of  10  years  according  to 
their  immunisation  state  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  parents  of  those 
children  who  are  found  not  to  have  received  any  protection  at  all,  or  who 
have  not  at  this  age  received  the  first  reinforcing  injection,  are  again 
reminded  of  the  urgent  need  for  such  injections  to  be  given,  and  with  the 
consent  of  the  parents  the  necessary  arrangements  are  made. 

Under  these  arrangements  parents  are  constantly  reminded  of  the 
dangers  of  diphtheria  and  of  the  facilities  available  for  the  protection  of 
their  children  against  this  disease. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  number  of  children  completing  the 
full  course  of  combined  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  immunisation:  — 


Combined  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 


Age  in  Years 

Under 

1  yr. 

1-2 

vrs. 

2-3 

yrs. 

3-4 

yrs. 

4-5 

yrs. 

5-10 

yrs. 

10-15 

yrs. 

Total 
under 
15  yrs. 

Sessional  arrangements 

79 

502 

131 

46 

23 

10 

— 

791 

Private  Practitioners. . . 

28 

307 

154 

27 

14 

27 

2 

559 

Totals  ... 

107 

809 

285 

73 

37 

37 

2 

1350 

51 


The  following  figures  indicate  the  number  of  children  completing  the 
full  course  of  immunisation  against  diphtheria  only  and  those  receiving 
reinforcing  injections  during  the  year  :  — 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 


Age  in  Years 

Under 
1  yr. 

1-2 

yrs. 

2-3 

yrs. 

3-4 

yrs. 

4-5 

yrs. 

5-10 

yrs. 

10-15 

yrs. 

Total 
under 
15  3rrs. 

(a)  Primary 
Immunisation. 

Sessional  Arrangements 

4 

6 

8 

rr 

i 

38 

360 

92 

515 

Private  Practitioners  . . 

9 

AJ 

7 

7 

O 

O 

1 

3 

— 

23 

Totals 

6 

13 

15 

10 

39 

363 

92 

538 

(b)  Reinforcing 
Injections. 

1st  Reinforcing — 

Sessional  Arrangements 

1 

418 

1217 

319 

1955 

Private  Practitioners. .. 

— • 

— 

4 

— 

36 

189 

20 

249 

2nd  Reinforcing — 

Sessional  Arrangements 

— • 

— 

— - 

— ■ 

— • 

13 

633 

646 

Private  Practitioners . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

- — - 

3 

• — ■ 

3 

Totals 

— 

- — • 

4 

1 

i 

454 

1422 

972 

2853 

Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

The  following  figures  indicate  the  number  of  children  receiving 
protection  against  whooping  cough  only  during  the  year  :  — 


Age  in  Years 

Under 

1  yr. 

1-2 

yrs 

2-3 

yrs. 

3-4 

yrs- 

4-5 
yrs . 

5-10 

yrs. 

10-15 

yrs. 

Total 

under 

1 5  yrs . 

Sessional  arrangements 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

- - 

3 

Private  Practitioners 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

9 

O 

1 

6 

Totals 

1 

3 

— 

I 

3 

1 

9 

Vaccination  Against  Smallpox 

A  weekly  session  is  held  at  the  Health  Office  on  Tuesday  afternoons 
primarily  for  the  vaccination  of  infants. 

During  the  year  454  children  of  school  age  received  primary  vaccination 
and  95  were  re-vaccinated.  These  figures  include  390  primary  vaccinations 
and  89  re-vaccinations  of  children  who  were  offered  vaccination  prior  to 
leaving  school. 

At  the  periodic  examination  of  school  entrants  information  is  obtained 
regarding  the  state  of  vaccination  of  the  children  examined.  During  the 
year,  of  2,664  children  examined  only  616  (23.12  per  cent)  were  found  to 
have  been  vaccinated  against  smallpox. 
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The  following  table  indicates  the  number  of  persons  of  all  ages 
vaccinated  and  re-vaccinated  :  — 


1  Age  at  date  of 

vaccination  in  years 

Under 

1  yr. 

1  year 

2-4 

yrs. 

5-14 

yrs. 

15  + 
yrs. 

Totals 

Primary  Vaccinations. 

Sessional  Arrangements 

252 

21 

23 

285 

116 

697 

Private  Practitioners  ... 

268 

35 

13 

54 

103 

473 

Assistant  Medical  Officers 

. 

— 

— 

— 

6* 

6* 

Totals  ... 

520 

56 

36 

339 

o  1 
1  <N 

1  <M  1 

1 

1176 

Re-Vaccinations. 

Sessional  Arrangements 

59 

36 

95 

Private  Practitioners  ... 

1 

23 

150 

174 

Assistant  Medical  Officers 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

45* 

45* 

Totals 

— 

— 

1 

82 

231 

314 

*These  figures  relate  to  members  of  the  staff  who  were  vaccinated  or  re-vaccinated 
by  reason  of  their  duties  and  possible  contact  with  cases  of  smallpox. 


Supplies  of  lymph  are  available  to  all  general  practitioners  on  direct 
application  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Monsall  Hospital,  Newton 
Heath,  Manchester,  10  (Tel. :  COLlyhurst  2733). 

AMBULANCE'  SERVICE 
(Section.  27) 

The  total  number  of  cases  removed  was  38,247  which  compares  with 
44,929  in  the  previous  year,  a  decrease  of  6,682.  The  mileage  run,  213,340, 
which  includes  a  mileage  of  41,336  in  connection  with  other  services,  shows 
a  decrease  of  33,993.  These  decreases  were  the  result  of  the  withdrawal  of 
the  Lancashire  County  Council  from  the  agency  arrangements  on  the  31st 
August,  1953.  The  area  served  includes  the  Saddleworth  district  of  the 
West  Riding. 

The  number  of  cases  removed  in  the  County  Borough  area  has  again 

increased,  the  total  number  removed  being  34,331  compared  with  29,302  in 

• 

the  previous  year,  an  increase  of  5,029.  As  in  the  previous  year  the  increase 
is  entirely  in  cases  removed  by  “  sitting-case  ”  vehicles  and  to  a  great 
extent  is  due  to  the  development  of  the  Psychiatric  Out-Patient  Department 
at  the  Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  Annexe  and  the  transport  of  “  day 
care  ”  patients  to  the  Psychiatric  Unit.  The  transport  of  “  day  care  ” 
patients  involved  a  mileage  of  8,490  miles  and  the  psychiatric  out-patient 
removals  a  mileage  of  3,148  miles. 

Following  the  establishment  of  a  Burns  and  Scalds  Unit  at  the  Booth 
Hall  Hospital,  Manchester,  all  children  suffering  from  burns  and  scalds  are 
conveyed  direct  to  this  Unit  and  during  the  year  38  children  were  removed. 
Previous  to  this  arrangement  the  majority  of  these  children  were  removed 
to  local  hospitals. 

It  is  not  considered  that  there  has  been  any  extravagant  use  of  the 
Ambulance  Service  and  there  is  satisfactory  co-operation  with  hospital 
staffs. 
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The  following  figures  indicate 

the  number  of 

cases  removed  : 

- — . 

Ambulance 

Car 

Total 

Oldham  County  Borough  . 

13,649 

20,682 

34,331 

West  Riding  County  Council 

1,305 

2,350 

3,655 

Lancashire  County  Council  .. 

231 

— 

231 

Other  Authorities  . 

30 

— 

30 

Totals  . 

15,215 

23,032 

38,247 

The  figures  for  Lancashire  County  Council  relate  to  removals 

following 

misdirected  “  999  ”  calls. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  4  cases  were  removed  by  train,  the  return- 
fare  of  an  escort  being  provided  in  3  cases. 

In  accordance  with  the  National  Health  Service  (Amendment)  Act, 
a  number  of  removals  were  effected  by  other  authorities  for  the  County 
Borough  and  in  5  cases  a  charge  was  made  for  these  removals. 

The  majority  of  journeys  outside  the  Borough  and  the  adjacent  districts 
are  to  hospitals  in  the  Manchester  area.  Journeys  beyond  these  limits  are 
not  numerous  and  long  distance  journeys  (over  100  miles)  are  comparatively 
rare  and  whenever  possible  the  patient  is  conveyed  by  rail.  There  were  67 
single  journeys  over  25  miles  but  under  50  miles,  35  single  journeys  over  50 
miles  but  under  100  miles,  and  4  single  long  distance  journeys  over  100 
miles. 

On  the  1st  January  the  fleet  consisted  of  11  ambulances  and  7 
sitting-case  cars,  two  of  the  ambulances  being  used  exclusively  for  civil 
defence  training.  The  position  was  unaltered  at  the  end  of  the  year,  no 
vehicles  being  taken  into  or  removed  from  the  service. 

The  temporary  establishment  of  25  driver/attendants  remained 
unchanged  during  the  year.  No  further  changes  were  necessary  following 
the  temporary  reduction  in  staff  on  the  withdrawal  of  the  Lancashire 
County  Council  from  the  agency  arrangements. 

Driver/ Attendants  are  entered  each  year  for  the  National  Safe  Driving 
Competition  of  the  Royal  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Accidents.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  out  of  19  driver/attendants  eligible,  17  had  qualified  for  an 
award; 2  received  a  Bar  to  the  5- Year  Medal,  1  a  5- Year  Medal,  and  the 
remainder  the  Annual  Diploma. 

In  December  the  Health  Committee  approved  a  scheme  for  the 
alteration  and  renovation  of  the  old  wooden  garages  at  the  Ambulance 
Depot  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £2,350. 

Ministry  of  Health  Circular  7/54  was  received.  The  Circular  refers 
to  surveys  of  ambulance  services  and  the  demands  made  upon  them  by 
hospitals.  These  surveys  were  to  be  undertaken  by  the  Ministry  Ambulance 
Advisers  and  the  Health  Committee  invited  the  Ministry  to  make  such  a 
survey  of  our  service,  but  at  the  end  of  the  year  no  survey  had  been  made. 

The  radio  telephone  equipment  was  finally  purchased  in  April.  With 
the  exception  of  the  two  vehicles  used  for  civil  defence  training,  all  the 
vehicles,  including  the  Ford  Prefect  car  used  in  the  Midwives’  Service,  are 
equipped  for  the  use  of  radio  telephony. 
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It  is  understood  that  the  transmitting  frequency  allocated  to  this 
authority  is  within  the  range  of  frequencies  allotted  to  the  Independent 
Television  Authority  and  will  possibly  have  to  be  changed.  Such  a  change 
would  necessitate  the  modification  of  the  sets  and  would  involve  an 
additional  expenditure  of  £200. 


Arrangements  with  Adjacent  Health  Authorities 
West  Riding  County  Council 

By  agreement  with  the  West  Riding  County  Council,  the  Oldham 
Ambulance  Service  accepts  and  removes  all  accident,  emergency  and 
infectious  cases  arising  in  the  Saddleworth  area,  with  the  exception  of 
the  occasional  case  which  occurs  in  the  areas  remote  from  Oldham  and 
proximate  to  Huddersfield,  which  is  usually  removed  by  one  of  the  County 
ambulances  based  at  Huddersfield.  Payment  for  work  done  is  based  on  a 
rate  per  mile  which  is  determined  at  the  end  of  each  financial  year. 

Lancashire  County  Council 

The  agency  arrangements  with  the  Lancashire  County  Council  for  the 
County  Borough  to  provide  ambulance  cover  for  Chadderton,  Crompton, 
Royton,  Lees,  Failsworth  and  Limehurst  were  terminated  on  the  31st 
August,  1953.  Owing  to  the  overlapping  of  telephone  areas  a  number  of 
“  999  ”  calls  originating  in  the  County  area  are  still  being  misdirected  to 
the  Oldham  Ambulance  Depot.  In  the  interests  of  all  concerned  these  calls 
are  accepted  by  the  Oldham  Service  and  the  County  Council  make  a 
payment  of  £2  for  each  removal. 


Transport  for  Other  Services 

(1)  Midwives’  Service 

For  normal  routine  duties  midwives  use  public  transport  but  for  urgent 
cases  during  the  day  and  when  the  gas  and  air  apparatus  is  required,  a  car 
is  requested  from  the  Cleansing  and  Transport  Department.  At  all  other 
times  and  over  the  week-end  the  Ambulance  Service  is  responsible  for 
providing  transport  for  the  midwives.  This  arrangement  is  economical  and 
most  efficient  and  during  the  year  involved  a  total  mileage  of  17,614  miles 
compared  with  17,500  for  the  previous  year.  A  Ford  Prefect  car  is  used 
for  this  work,  the  vehicle  being  garaged  at  the  Ambulance  Depot  and  driven 
by  a  driver/attendant. 

(2)  Home  Nursing  Service 

The  district  nurses  use  public  transport,  but  at  week-ends  and  in 
exceptional  circumstances,  e.g.,  shortage  of  staff,  or  extraordinary  pressure 
of  work,  transport  is  provided  by  the  Ambulance  Service.  A  total  mileage 
of  2,577  miles  was  involved  compared  with  2,675  miles  for  the  previous  year. 

In  August  four  new  auto-cycles  were  provided  for  use  by  district 
nurses.  These  are  supplied  with  petrol  and  oil  and  are  maintained  by  the 
mechanics  at  the  Depot. 

Mental  Health  Service 

Regular  transport  has  been  provided  throughout  the  year  for  the 
conveyance  of  children  to  and  from  the  Occupation  Centre,  Haven  Dane,  and 
from  the  29th  November  a  similar  service  was  provided  for  nine  adult  males 
attending  the  Arthurs  Industrial  Centre. 
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The  mileage  for  this  service  has  increased  considerably,  this  being  the 
first  full  year’s  working  of  the  Haven  Lane  Occupation  Centre:  — 


Number  of  persons  carried  .  7,900 

Total  mileage  .  21,145 


The  service  provides  emergency  transport  for  the  mental  health  visitors 
who  are  also  duly  authorised  officers. 


The  following  statistics  relate  to  the  work  of  the  Ambulance  Service 
during  the  year  and  include  removals  undertaken  for  the  West  Riding  of 
Yorkshire  and  other  authorities  :■ — 


Ambulances 

Cars 

Total 

1. 

Number  of  vehicles  at 

31st 

December  . 

1/1 

7 

18 

2. 

Number  of  journeys  . 

7,159 

10,571 

17,730 

3. 

Number  of  patients  carried  ... 

15,215 

23,032 

38,247 

4. 

Number  of  accident  and 

other 

emergency  journeys  (included 

in  (2)  above)  . 

3,482 

110 

3,592 

5. 

Total  mileage  . 

62,253 

151,087 

213,340 

(The  mileage  shown  includes  journeys  in  connection  with  other  services.) 
Civil  Defence 

The  sectional  training  of  Civil  Defence  volunteers  has  continued 
throughout  the  year.  In  November  Civil  Defence  Circular  34/54  dealing 
with  a  new  scheme  of  instruction  for  volunteers  was  received. 

PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 

(Section  28) 

Tuberculosis 

Details  of  notified  cases  and  other  statistics  relating  to  tuberculosis 
are  given  in  the  Infectious  Diseases  Section  of  the  Report. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  staffing  arrangements.  Dr.  H.  S. 
Bagshaw,  Chest  Physician,  undertakes  duties  in  connection  with  Prevention 
and  After-Care  and  the  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  assists  at  the  Chest 
Clinic  sessions.  Dr.  Bagshaw  is  also  available  for  regular  consultation  on 
problems  which  arise  in  connection  with  tuberculous  patients.  These 
arrangements  provide  for  co-operation  between  the  preventive  and  curative 
services. 

The  supply  of  milk,  to  patients  attending  the  Chest  Clinic  has  been 
continued  and  suitable  cases  in  need  of  extra  nourishment  are  referred  to 
the  Public  Health  Department  so  that  orders  can  be  issued.  During  the 
year  39  individual  patients  were  issued  with  2811  orders  for  the  supply  of 
free  milk.  Each  order  permits  the  supply  of  milk  for  the  period  of  four 
weeks,  and  191  orders  were  for  two  pints  per  day  and  90  orders  for  one 
pint  per  day. 

Good  housing  conditions  play  a  large  part  in  the  prevention  and  cure 
of  tuberculosis  but  the  acute  housing  shortage  persists  and  it  is  still  not 
possible  to  recommend  for  re-housing  every  family  where  the  housing- 
conditions  are  unsatisfactory.  On  the  recommendation  of  the  Medical 
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Officer  of  Health  the  Housing  Committee  gives  priority  to  cases  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  with  a  positive  sputum  and  certain  other  cases 
receive  some  degree  of  priority.  During  the  year  priority  recommendations 
were  made  in  respect  of  6  cases  and  4  families  were  re-housed  under  this 
arrangement. 


Mass  Miniature  Radiography 

The  Manchester  Regional  Hospital  Board  has  a  mobile  unit  based  at 
Rochdale  which  serves  the  County  Boroughs  of  Bury,  Oldham  and  Rochdale 
and  also  adjacent  County  Districts.  The  unit  did  not  visit  Oldham  during 
the  year  but  the  staffs  of  the  Public  Health  Department  and  the  School 
Health  Service  were  X-rayed  whilst  the  unit  was  temporarily  stationed  in 
Chadderton. 

In  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  64/50,  Home  Office 
Circular  228/50  and  Ministry  of  Education  Circular  248,  staff  requiring 
X-ray  examination  prior  to  engagement  and  at  regular  intervals  are 
referred  to  a  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit  for  an  X-ray  of  the  chest. 
During  the  year  279  members  of  the  Public  Health  Department,  94  members 
of  the  Education  Department,  and  78  members  of  the  Children’s  Department 
were  sent  for  examination. 


Ministry  of  Education  Circular  248/52 

This  circular  deals  with  the  protection  of  school  children  against  the 
risk  of  infection  by  adults  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  In  accordance  with 
the  circular,  the  following  arrangements  are  in  force  :  — 

(i)  All  teachers  are  X-rayed  on  appointment  but  this  is  waived  in  the 
case  of  new  entrants  who  have  recently  undergone  an  X-ray 
examination  on  completion  of  their  course  of  training  and 
received  a  satisfactory  report. 

( ii)  All  teachers  are  urged  to  take  advantage  of  the  facilities  provided 
by  the  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Service  for  periodic 
examination.  The  Unit  did  not  visit  Oldham  during  the  year. 

(iii)  All  staff  employed  in  the  School  Health  Service  are  X-rayed  on 
appointment  and  at  regular  intervals  are  referred  to  the  Medical 
Director  of  the  Unit  for  X-ray  examination.  In  December  the 
staff  was  X-rayed  when  the  Unit  visited  Chadderton. 

In  almost  all  cases  the  X-ray  examination  of  entrants  to  courses  of 
training  for  teaching  and  to  the  teaching  profession  is  undertaken  by  the 
Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Service  of  the  Manchester  Regional  Hospital 
Board.  In  only  occasional  cases  is  it  necessary  for  this  examination  to  be 
made  at  a  hospital  or  chest  clinic  and  a  charge  incurred. 

R.C.G.  Vaccination 

The  vaccination  of  selected  contacts  of  known  cases  has  been  continued. 
These  arrangements  are  under  the  control  and  supervision  of  Dr.  H.  S. 
Bagshaw,  Chest  Physician.  During  the  year  ill 4  children  (54  boys  and  60 
girls)  and  one  adult  (femaleV  aged  26  years  who  were  found  to  be  Mantoux 
negative  received  vaccination.  Subsequent  Mantoux  tests  were  positive. 
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Modification  of  Proposals 

Following  the  receipt  of  Circular  22/53  a  modification  of  the  original 
proposals  was  approved  by  the  Health  Committee  in  January.  The  Minister 
subsequently  approved  the  addition  of  the  following  paragraph  to  the 
section  dealing  with  tuberculosis  : 

“  The  local  health  authority  also  intends  to  make  arrangements 
to  offer  B.C.G.  vaccination  subject  to  the  necessary  preliminary  tests 
and  to  obtaining  parental  consent,  to  school  children  between  their 
thirteenth  and  fourteenth  birthdays.  The  vaccination  will  be  carried 
out  on  the  responsibility  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  by  medical 
officers  expressly  designated  for  this  purpose  by  the  authority.” 

Medical  Research  Council — Anti-Tuberculosis  Investigation 

The  Medical  Research  Council  is  undertaking  controlled  clinical  trials 
of  anti-tuberculosis  vaccines  and  in  July,  1951,  the  Ancillary  Services 
Sub- Committee  readily  agreed  to  co-operate  in  these  investigations.  The 
volunteers  taking  part  in  the  trials  are  leavers  from  the  Secondary  Modern 
Schools  who  left  during  the  18  months  September,  1951,  to  March,  1953. 
When  the  survey  commenced  these  pupils  were  about  to  enter  the  15-25 
age  group,  one  which  is  known  to  produce  a  very  large  number  of  cases  of 
tuberculosis.  The  details  of  the  investigation  are  fully  described  in  earlier 
reports. 

The  Medical  Research  Council  provides  the  medical,  radiological  and 
clerical  staffs  and  the  mobile  X-ray  unit  but  the  nursing  staff  of  the  School 
Health  Service  undertakes  the  home  visiting. 

The  first  stage  of  this  survey  was  completed  by  December,  1952,  all  the 
children  who  volunteered  having  been  X-rayed,  Mantoux  tested  and  selected 
children  having  received  B.C.G.  or  Vole  vaccination.  No  more  children 
were  admitted  to  the  scheme  but  every  child  who  completes  one  series  of 
tests  will  be  carefully  watched  for  a  period  of  at  least  three  years  and  will 
be  offered  an  annual  X-ray  examination. 

During  the  year  the  Unit  visited  the  Borough  in  May  in  order  to  make 
follow-up  examinations  of  the  children  already  admitted  to  the  scheme  and 
of  the  753  children  invited  to  attend  453  attended.  These  examinations 
were  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Research  Council’s  Mass  Radiography  Unit 
at  the  Community  Centre,  Clegg  Street.  The  volunteers  were  asked  to 
attend  between  4-30  p.m.  and  8  p.m. 

The  Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses  are  assisting  in  the  follow-up 
of  the  children  and  during  the  year  visited  the  homes  of  1,0)16  children  in 
order  to  complete  the  follow-up  reports. 

Dr.  S.  Keidan,  Physician-in-Charge,  reports  that  the  preliminary  results 
in  volunteers  who  have  been  observed  for  at  least  two  years  are  being 
analysed  and  it  is  hoped  to  produce  an  interim  report  in  the  near  future. 

Co-operation  With  Voluntary  Associations 

No  specific  duties  have  been  delegated  to  voluntary  organisations. 

The  Home  Nursing  Sub-Committee  made  a  grant  of  £5  5s.  Od.  for  the 
financial  year  1954-55  to  the  National  Association  for  the  Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis  in  support  of  the  general  work  which  the  Association 
undertakes  in  the  fight  against  tuberculosis. 
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No  patients  were  admitted  to  or  discharged  from  tuberculosis  colonies 
during  the  year.  A  male  aged  24  years  (admitted,  1953)  continued  his 
training  as  a  motor  mechanic  at  the  British  Legion  Village,  Preston  Hall, 
Maidstone.  A  male  aged  44  years  (admitted,  1950)  continued  to  remain  in 
the  East  Lancashire  Tuberculosis  Colony,  Great  Barrow,  near  Chester. 


Mental  Illness  or  Defectiveness 

The  arrangements  for  the  care  and  after-care  of  persons  suffering 
from  mental  illness  or  defectiveness  are  fully  described  in  the  Mental  Health 
Section  of  this  report.  In  a  few  cases  special  walking  frames  have  been 
supplied  to  assist  the  defective  to  learn  to  walk  and  become  ambulant. 

Other  Types  of  Illness 

There  has  been  co-operation  between  the  hospital  staffs  and  the 
officers  of  the  department,  and  requests  were  received  for  information  with 
regard  to  patients.  Assistance  has  been  given  through  the  Home  Nursing 
and  Domestic  Help  Services  to  patients  discharged  from  hospital. 


Provision  of  Nursing  Requisites  and  Apparatus 

( a)  By  the  Local  Health  Authority 

(i)  Tuberculous  Cases 

Nursing  requisites  are  available  through  the  Chest  Clinic.  During  the 
year,  14  patients  received  nursing  requisites  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
13  patients  were  receiving  this  assistance.  The  following  table  shows  the 
items  issued  during  the  year,  and  the  equipment  on  loan  at  the  31st 

December No.  issued  No.  on  loan 

Item  during'  the  year  at  31st  Tec. 

Beds  .  7  5 

Mattresses  .  7  5 

Mattress  Covers  .  7  5 

Blankets  .  20  25 

Pillows  .  14  13 

Bed  Rests  .  - 

Urinals  .  1  2 

Bed  Pans  .  1  1 

Air- rings  .  2  1 

Rubber  Sheets  .  - 


(ii)  Maternity  Cases 

The  arrangements  with  the  Midwives’  Service  for  the  loan  of  nursing 
requisites  required  for  the  mother  and  her  baby  have  been  continued. 
Beds,  mattresses,  blankets,  pillows,  cot  sheets,  cot  blankets,  bed  pans, 
air-rings,  hot  water  bottles  and  nightdresses  are  available. 

( iii)  Other  Cases 

The  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  loan  nursing  requisites  to  general 
medical  and  surgical  cases  and  the  Local  Health  Authority  supplies  beds, 
bedding  and  fire  guards  in  special  cases.  During  the  year,  two  paraplegics 
(males)  were  discharged  from  hospital  and  special  equipment  was  supplied 
to  enable  these  patients  to  be  nursed  at  home. 

(b)  By  Voluntary  Organisations 

(i)  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  (Oldham  Corps), 

Medical  Comforts  Depot,  Park  Road,  Oldham. 


* 

> 
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General  medical  and  surgical  cases  in  need  of  nursing  requisites  can 
obtain  these  through  the  Medical  Comforts  Depot.  The  depot  continues 
to  provide  a  most  useful  service  and  nursing  requisites  are  obtained  on 
the  certificate  of  a  medical  practitioner.  The  Brigade  have  agreed  to 
make  available  such  items  of  equipment  as  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
may  consider  necessary.  A  deposit  is  charged  when  an  article  is  loaned 
but  this  is  refunded  on  its  return.  The  depot  is  open  on  week-days  from 
7-30  p.m.  to  9  p.m.  During  the  year,  531  patients  received  assistance  and 
839  articles  were  loaned.  The  following  table  shows  the  items  issued  during 
the  year  and  the  equipment  on  loan  at  the  31st  December :  — 


Item 

No.  issued 
during  the  year 

No.  on 
at  31st 

Air- rings . 

136 

35 

Bed  cradles  . 

12 

4 

Bed  pans  . 

183 

69 

Bed  rests  . 

107 

32 

Bed  tables  . 

4 

2 

Commodes  . 

15 

‘  1,1 

Crutches  (pairs)  . 

3 

6 

Enamel  bowls  &  dishes  . 

11 

4 

Feeding  cups  . 

27 

11 

Fracture  boards  &  splints  ... 

7 

4 

Invalid  chairs  . 

28 

28 

Rubber  sheets  . 

192 

72 

Sorbo  beds  . 

1 

1 

Sputum  mugs  . 

3 

1 

Urinals  . 

99 

44 

Walking  sticks  . 

ill 

8 

For  the  financial  year  1954-55  the  Health  Committee  reimbursed  the 
Brigade  in  respect  of  all  establishment  charges  incurred  at  the  Medical 
Comforts  Depot  and  made  a  grant  of  £60  for  the  replacement  of  nursing 
requisites. 

A  female  aged  56  years  suffering  from  rheumatoid  arthritis  continued 
to  have  the  loan  of  an  automatic  page  turning  machine  which  was  supplied 
through  the  St.  John  and  British  Red  Cross  Hospital  Library  Department, 
East  Lancashire  Branch,  in  the  previous  year. 

(ii)  Oldham  and  District  Health  Services 
Contributory  Association. 

The  Home  Nursing  Sub-Committee  made  a  grant  of  £25  to  this 
Association  in  respect  of  each  of  the  financial  years  1953/54  and  1954/55 
for  the  facilities  they  provide  for  the  loan  of  nursing  equipment  and 
convalescence. 


Convalescence 

No  complete  scheme  for  convalescence  has  been  approved  by  the 
Health  Committee,  but  it  has  been  agreed  that  in  special  circumstances 
cases  may  be  recommended  to  the  Committee  for  consideration. 

During  the  year,  one  pre-school  child  was  provided  with  a  period  cf 
convalescence  under  these  arrangements  at  a  cost  of  £42.  The  full  cost 
was  met  by  the  Committee  but  it  was  possible  to  recover  part  of  the  cost. 
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The  Local  Education  Authority  have  arrangements  for  providing 
convalescence  for  school  children,  suitable  cases  being  recommended  through 
the  School  Health  Service.  During  the  year,  7  children  (4  boys  and  3  girls) 
were  sent  for  a  period  of  convalescence  under  these  arrangements. 

The  Education  Committee  accepted  financial  responsibility  for 
providing  a  diabetic  child  with  two  weeks’  holiday  at  the  White  Acre  Lane 
Camp,  Barrow,  near  Whalley,  Lancashire. 


DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 
(Section  29) 

There  was  no  change  in  the  organisation  or  administration  of  the 
Service  during  the  year.  The  Domestic  Help  Organiser  is  responsible  to 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  general  supervision  of  the  Service. 

The  following  figures  show  the  numbers  of  domestic  helps  employed  at 
the  beginning  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  :  — 

1st  Jan.  •  31st  Dec. 


Whole-time  (30  hours  or  more  per  week)  22  18 

Part-time  (under  30  hours  per  week)  26  50 


The  full  charge  made  to  householders  was  increased  from  3s.  Od.  per 
hour  to  3s.  Id.  per  hour  with  effect  from  the  9th  August  following  a  wage 
award  of  the  North  Western  Whitley  Council  for  manual  workers.  In 
December,  the  Health  Committee,  following  consideration  of  a  report  on 
the  cost  of  the  service  for  the  financial  year  1953-54,  decided  to  increase 
this  charge  to  3s.  2d.  per  hour  with  effect  from  the  10t.h  January,  1955. 

All  cases  are  assessed  according  to  income  and  the  applicants  advised 
of  the  proposed  charge.  Persons  wishing  to  appeal  against  the  assessment 
may  do  so  and  the  appeals  are  submitted  for  review  to  a  Special  Section 
of  the  Home  Nursing  Sub-Committee. 

Domestic  help  is  provided  free  of  charge  to  blind  and  tuberculous 
persons.  Persons  entitled  to  national  assistance,  having  the  services  of 
a  domestic  help,  are  assessed  in  the  normal  manner  and  an  arrangement 
has  been  agreed  with  the  Board  whereby  the  amount  assessed  is  recovered 
from  the  user. 

During  the  year  domestic  help  was  provided  for  818  cases,  which 
compares  with  716  cases  for  the  previous  year.  The  types  of  cases 
receiving  assistance  were  as  follows  :  — 

(a)  Maternity  (including  expectant  mothers)  .  20 


(b)  Tuberculosis  . : .  2 

(c)  Chronic  sick  including  aged  and  infirm  .  659 

(d)  Others  .  137 


Night  Attendants 

The  arrangements  for  the  provision  of  a  night  attendant  in  cases  where 
a  patient  is  acutely  ill  or  living  alone,  or  where  the  relatives  need  some 
temporary  night  help,  have  been  continued.  This  service  meets  a  real  need, 
especially  in  the  case  of  patients  who  cannot  get  immediate  hospital 
admission. 
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The  cost  of  this  service  is  12s.  6d.  per  session  and  is  recoverable  from 
Lhe  patient,  but  as  the  majority  of  cases  receiving  this  assistance  are  old 
age  pensioners,  in  only  a  few  cases  can  the  full  charge  be  made. 

There  were  6  night  attendants  who  undertook  regular  duties  and 
additional  assistance  was  obtained  when  there  was  a  heavy  demand  on  the 


service. 

Number  of  cases  .  77 

Number  of  “  night  sessions  ”  .  753 


MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

All  matters  relating  to  Mental  Health  and  Mental  Deficiency  are 
referred  to  the  Mental  Health  Sub-Committee  of  the  Health  Committee. 
The  Sub-Committee  consists  of  eight  members  of  the  Health  Committee 
and  four  co-opted  members. 

The  Council  have  appointed  the  Mental  Health  Sub-Committee  a  special 
Committee  under  Section  85  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1933,  and 
delegated  to  the  Sub-Ccmmittee  all  the  powers  of  the  local  health  authority 
under  paragraphs  (a)  and  (b)  of  Section  30  of  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act, 
1913  (as  amended  by  subsequent  Acts).  All  other  proceedings  of  the 
Sub-Committee  are  subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Health  Committee  and 
the  Council. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  responsible  for  the  administration  of 
the  service  and  is  assisted  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  the  Department  and 
the  Lay  Administrative  Officer. 


Staff 

Medical  Staff 

Dr.  A.  J.  I.  Kelynack,  Assistant  Medical  Officer,  undertakes  special 
clinical  duties  in  the  Department  and  this  officer,  together  with  Dr.  J. 
Starkie,  Senior  Assistant  Medical  Officer,  are  approved  by  the  Authority 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913  to  1938.  These 
officers  are  also  approved  by  the  Minister  of  Health  for  the  purpose  of 
making  recommendations  under  Sections  1  (3)  and  5  (3)  of  the  Mental 
Treatment  Act,  1930. 

The  services  of  Dr.  G.  S.  Robertson,  Medical  Superintendent, 
Calderstones  Hospital,  and  Consultant  in  Mental  Deficiency,  Oldham 
Hospital  Group,  are  available  to  the  Local  Health  Authority,  and  his  opinion 
is  always  obtained  in  cases  which  present  any  difficulty  or  doubt. 

Dr.  Arthur  Pool,  Consultant  Psychiatrist  to  the  Oldham  Hospital 
Group,  is  also  Consultant  Psychiatrist  to  the  Local  Health  Authority. 

Social  Workers 

The  establishment  provides  for  the  appointment  of  the  following  social 


workers  :  — 

Mental  Health  Visitors,  who  also  act  as  Duly 

Authorised  Officers  .  3 

Psychiatric  Social  Worker,  or  Mental  Health 

Visitor  .  1 


At  the  beginning  of  the  year  4  mental  health  visitors  were  employed. 
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In  May,  Miss  G.  Murray-Williams,  Mental  Health  Visitor  and  Duly 
Authorised  Officer,  terminated  her  duties  and  was  succeeded  by  Miss  J.  J. 
Halliday,  B.A. (Admin.). 

Car  Allowance' 

One  Mental  Health  Visitor,  who  also  acts  as  Duly  Authorised  Officer, 
is  included  as  a  casual  user  in  the  scheme  of  Motor  Car  Allowances  for  the 
Corporation. 

Psychologist 

The  establishment  also  provides  for  the  appointment  of  a  Psychologist. 
This  officer  undertakes  duties  in  connection  with  the  Child  Guidance  Clinic 
(two  sessions  per  week)  which  is  provided  by  the  Education  Committee,  and 
by  arrangement  with  the  Oldham  and  District  Hospital  Management 
Committee  is  the  Psychologist  to  the  Boundary  Park  General  Hospital 
Annexe. 

Occupation:  Centre 

The  establishment  allows  for  the  appointment  of  1  Supervisor,  2 
Assistant  Supervisors,  and  2  Domestic  Helpers. 

Creche 

The  establishment  also  allows  for  the  appointment  of  1  Creche 
Attendant  and  when  alternative  accommodation  is  available  and  the 
numbers  attending  are  increased,  the  establishment  will  allow  for  the 
appointment  of  2  Creche  Attendants. 

In  dust  r  ia  I  Centre 

The  establishment  allows  for  the  appointment  of  1  Handicraft 
Instructor. 

Training  of  Mental  Health  Workers 

The  Psychologist  attended -an  Advanced  Study  Group  Summer  School 
at  the  Tavistock  Institute  of  Human  Relations,  London,  from  the  23rd  to 
27th  August. 

The  Senior  Mental  Health  Visitor  and  the  Psychologist  attended  a 
residential  course  organised  by  the  Extra-Mural  Department  of  Manchestei 
University  from  the  20th  to  26th  September. 

In  December,  1953,  Miss  E.  Boyling,  Assistant  Supervisor,  requested 
leave  of  absence  to  attend  the  three-term  course  arranged  by  the  National 
Association  for  Mental  Health  to  qualify  staff  for  the  training  of  ineducable 
children  at  Occupation  Centres,  Residential  Institutions,  or  for  home 
teaching.  The  course  commenced  in  September  and  Miss  Boyling  was 
granted  leave  of  absence  without  pay. 

Co-ordination  with  Regional  Hospital  Boards  and 
Hospital  Management  Committees 

The  staff  of  the  Mental  Health  Service  have  received  the  fullest 
co-operation  from  the  Consultant  Psychiatrists  of  the  Oldham  Hospital 
Group  and  also  from  the  Group  Secretary,  Mr.  F.  W.  Barnett,  who  acts 

as  Clerk. 

Dr.  G.  S.  Robertson,  the  Consultant  in  Mental  Deficiency,  visits  Oldham 
at  regular  intervals  and  his  opinion  is  requested  in  cases  where  problems  ol 
diagnosis  or  disposal  arise.  His  services  are  especially  appreciated  in  the 


cases  of  adults  who  have  not  been  ascertained  or  notified  as  defectives 
before  leaving  school. 

Dr.  Arthur  Pool,  in  his  capacity  as  Consultant  Psychiatrist  to  the  Local 
Health  Authority,  holds  a  weekly  discussion  group  with  the  medical  officers 
and  all  the  mental  health  social  workers  when  new  cases  are  discussed  and 
the  problems  and  progress  of  other  patients  reported.  This  arrangement 
facilitates  co-ordination  between  the  hospital  and  preventive  services. 

The  Mental  Health  Visitors  and  the  Psychologist  undertake  duties  at 
Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  Annexe,  both  in  the  Psychiatric  Unit  and 
in  the  Psychiatric  Out-Patient  Clinic  which  are  the  responsibility  of  the 
hospital  service.  One  Mental  Health  Visitor  attends  Dr.  Pool’s  main 
Out-Patient  Clinic,  and  others  visit  the  mental  wards  and  assist  with  group 
and  recreational  therapy.  The  Management  Committee  reimburse  the 
Health  Committee  the  full  cost  of  these  services. 

In  order  to  effect  further  co-ordination  between  the  Hospital  Service 
and  the  Local  Health  Authority,  all  requests  for  consultation  from  general 
practitioners  addressed  to  the  Appointments  Department  of  the  Oldham 
and  District  Hospital  Management  Committee  for  the  Psychiatric  Clinic 
are  referred  and  dealt  with  through  the  Mental  Health  Service  and  one 
Mental  Health  Visitor  is  responsible  for  arranging  all  the  appointments. 
This  arrangement  has  the  additional  advantage  that  many  cases  are 
already  known  to  the  Department  and  this  knowledge  assists  in  the  early 
reference  or  alternative  disposal  of  the  case.  It  also  enables  cases  of 
urgency  to  be  dealt  with,  if  necessary,  without  waiting  for  an  appointment, 
following  discussion  with  the  Psychiatrist  and  the  practitioner. 

The  Mental  Health  Visitors  have  continued  to  supervise  mental 
defectives  on  licence.  They  prepare  all  reports  required  in  connection  with 
these  cases  and  any  reports  for  cases  whose  orders  for  detention  are  subject 
to  review  under  Section  11  of  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act. 

The  Mental  Health  Visitors  also  prepare  a  detailed  social  history  for 
each  patient  suffering  from  mental  illness  and  admitted  to  a  Mental 
Hospital  and  this  is  forwarded  to  the  hospital  concerned  shortly  after  the 
patifent’s  admission.  They  prepare  any  further  reports  that  may  be 
required  on  home  conditions  prior  to  the  patient’s  discharge  if  requested. 

The  constitution  of  the  Mental  Health  Sub-Committee  allows  for  the 
member  of  the  Oldham  and  District  Hospital  Management  Committee 
co-opted  on  the  Health  Committee  to  be  a  member.  Alderman  Sir  Frank 
Lord,  O.B.E.,  J.P.,  Chairman  of  the  Hospital  Management  Committee,  is 
the  member  for  the  year  1954-55. 

Co-operation  with  Voluntary  Associations 

No  specific  duties  have  been  delegated  to  voluntary  organisations. 

Two  members  of  the  Oldham  Council  for  Mental  Health  are  co-opted 
on  to  the  Mental  Health  Sub-Committee  and,  in  May,  the  Health  Committee 
re-appointed  the  Rev.  G.  R.  Lloyd  and  Miss  I.  M.  Brislee  as  members  for 
the  current  municipal  year. 

The  Mental  Health  Sub-Committee  agreed  to  make  a  grant  of  £25  for 
the  financial  year  1954/55,  to  the  National  Association  for  Mental  Health 
in  support  of  the  general  work  which  the  Association  undertakes  in  the 
field  of  Mental  Health. 
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Prevention  of  lilness,  Care  and  After-Care 

Many  more  patients  are  now  being  referred  either  to  the  Psychiatric 
Out-Patient  Department  or  to  the  Mental  Health  Visitors  for  advice  and 
treatment  rather  than  for  immediate  admission  to  hospital. 

In  a  number  of  cases  a  domiciliary  visit  is  arranged  with  the  Consultant 
Psychiatrist — this  is  always  done  with  the  approval  of  the  general 
practitioner — and  on  such  visits  a  Mental  Health  Visitor  accompanies  the 
Consultant. 

There  were  129  new  cases  referred  to  the  Department  during  the  year. 
Of  these  51  required  no  action  with  regard  to  admission  to  hospital  or 
attendance  at  the  out-patient  clinic,  and  their  problems  were  resolved  after 
discussion  with  the  Consultant  Psychiatrist  and  by  follow-up  visits.  In 
addition,  3  cases  were  admitted  to  Part  III  Accommodation,  3  cases  to  the 
Chronic  Sick  Wards,  42  received  treatment  as  out-patients  at  the  Psychiatric 
Clinic,  and  23  (15  voluntary,  1  temporary,  7  on  order)  were  eventually 
admitted  to  Mental  Hospitals.  The  remaining  7  were  admitted  into  the 
Psychiatric  Unit  as  day  patients. 

Following  the  admission  of  a  patient  to  the  Boundary  Park  General 
Hospital  Annexe,  or  other  mental  hospital,  arrangements  are  made  for 
relatives  to  be  referred  to  the  Mental  Health  Visitors  for  information  and 
advice. 

In  accordance  with  the  Mental  Treatment  Rules,  1948,  details  of  all 
admissions,  transfers  or  discharges  from  Boundary  Park  General  Hospital 
Annexe  are  forwarded  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Similar  information 
is  received  from  other  Mental  Hospitals  in  respect  of  Oldham  residents. 

Many  patients  on  discharge  from  hospital  are  recommended  for 
supervision  and  any  necessary  after-care.  The  Mental  Health  Visitors 
visit  these  cases  and  their  progress  or  any  problems  that  may  arise  are 
reported  to  the  Consultant  Psychiatrist  at  his  weekly  meeting. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  visits  and  reports  made  by  the 


Mental  Health  Visitors : 

Pre-Care  Visits  .  386 

After-Care  Visits  .  557 

Visits  with  Consultant  .  31 

Ineffective  Visits  .  119 

Social  Histories  .  98 

Pre-Discharge  Reports  .  5 


Convalescence  from  Mental  Illness 

The  Mental  Health  After-Care  Association  is  still  anxious  to  obtain 
suitable  premises  in  the  North-West  for  use  as  a  convalescent  home  for 
patients  suffering  from  mental  illness,  but  no  further  progress  has  been 
made  during  the  year,  and  no  premises  are  in  view. 
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LUNACY  AND  MENTAL  TREATMENT  ACTS,  1890-1930 
Work  Undertaken  by  the  Duly  Authorised  Officers 

The  Mental  Health  Visitors  who  are  also  appointed  Duly  Authorised 
Officers  undertake  duties  under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts 
which  were  previously  performed  by  Relieving  Officers.  Their  main  duty 
is  to  take  the  initial  proceedings  for  the  removal  of  a  patient  requiring 
hospital  care. 

The  services  of  these  officers  are  available  throughout  the  24  hours, 
one  officer  being  on  rota  duty  for  evening  and  week-end  calls.  The  officer 
on  duty  can  be  contacted  through  the  Police  or  the  Central  Admissions 


Bureau  at  Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  Annexe. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  undertaken  as  Duly 
Vuthorised  Officers :  — 

(A)  Admissions  and  Removals  to  Hospital  .  56  f 

(a)  Lunacy  Act,  1899,  Section  16  (Summary  Reception  Orders) 

Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  Annexe  .  9 

Rossendale  Hospital  . . .  1 

Springfield  Hospital,  Manchester  .  1* 

The  Retreat,  York  .  1 

Townley’s  Branch  Hospital,  Bolton  .  1$ 

Winwick  Hospital  .  1* 


14 

(b)  Lunacy  Act,  1890,  Section  20  (3-day  orders) 


Birch  Hill  Hospital,  Rochdale  .  2 

Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  Annexe  .  22 

Prestwich  Hospital,  Manchester  .  1 


25 

(c)  Lunacy  Act,  1890,  Section  21  (14-day  orders) 


Birch  Hill  Hospital,  Rochdale  .  2 

Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  Annexe  .  10 

Prestwich  Hospital,  Manchester  .  2 


14 


(d)  Mental  Treatment  Act,  1930,  Section  5 

Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  Annexe  .  2 

Springfield  Hospital,  Manchester  .  1 

3 
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(B)  Completion!  of  Orders  for  Farther  Detention .  31 

(a)  Lunacy  Act,  1890,  Section  16  (Summary  Reception  Orders) 
Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  Annexe : 

Oldham  residents  .  10 

Non-residents  .  20 

( b)  Mental  Treatment  Act,  1930,  Section  5 

Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  Annexe  : 

Oldham  residents  .  1 


f  This  figure  includes  5  patients  who  were  not  Oldham  residents  but 
were  in  local  hospitals  or  resident  at  a  temporary  address  in  the 
Borough. 

*  These  patients  were  transferred  from  Boundary  Park  General 
Hospital  Annexe,  having  been  admitted  as  voluntary  patients. 

t  This  patient  was  transferred  from  Boundary  Park  General  Hospital 
Annexe,  having  been  admitted  under  Section  20  of  the  Lunacy  Act, 
1890. 


Facilities  for  Treatment 

Out-Patient  Treatment 

Clinics  are  held  daily  except  Saturday  in  the  Psychiatric  Out-Patient 
Department  at  Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  Annexe.  A  considerable 
amount  of  E.C.T.  treatment  is  given  to  out-patients  and  2  sessions  per  week 
are  allocated  for  this  treatment. 

Day  Chre 

Arrangements  exist  for  selected  patients  who  are  considered  suitable 
to  be  admitted  for  day  care.  The  transport  is  provided  by  the  Ambulance 
Service,  a  sitting-case  car  being  used  which  calls  for  the  patients  during 
the  morning  and  returns  them  home  in  the  late  afternoon  or  early  evening. 

On  the  1st  January,  7  patients  (1  male,  6  females)  were  receiving  day 
care  and  during  the  year  21  patients  (9  males,  12  females)  were  admitted, 
making  a  total  of  28  patients  610  males,  18  females)  who  received  care 
during  1954. 

On  the  31st  December,  there  were  8  cases  (4  males,  4  females)  still 
attending  for  day  care. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  20  cases  (6  males,  14  females) 
ceasing  to  receive  day  care  during  the  year :  — 

(1)  Admitted  to  the  Psychiatric  Unit — 8  (1  male,  7  females). 

(2)  Part  III  Accommodation — 1  (female). 

(3)  Geriatric  Unit — 1  (male). 

(4)  Discharged  or  discontinued — 10  (4  males,  6  females). 

In-Patient  Treatment 

The  majority  of  patients  requiring  hospital  treatment  are  admitted  to 
Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  Annexe  which  is  a  designated  mental 
hospital  and  modern  methods  of  therapy  are  undertaken  both  in  the 
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Psychiatric  Unit  and  the  Psychiatric  Out-Patient  Department.  The 
accommodation  is  utilised  to  the  full  but  a.  few  patients  are  also  admitted 
to  Prestwich  and  Birch  Hill  Hospitals. 

No  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  securing  the  admission  of  mental 
cases  to  hospital  and  in  all  cases  of  acute  urgency,  admission  was  readily 
effected. 

The  following  summarises  the  admissions  of  Oldham  residents  notified 
to  the  Department  during  the  year  :  — 

*  Admissions 


Hospital 

Under 

Order 

Voluntary 

Patients 

Temporary 

Patients 

Total 

Birch  Hill  Hospital  . 

4 

— 

— 

4 

Boundary  Park  General 
Hospital  Annexe  . 

38 

71 

2 

111 

Cheadle  Royal  Hospital  ... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Prestwich  Hospital  . 

5 

2 

— 

7 

Rossendale  Hospital  . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Springfield  Hospital  . 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Townley’s  Branch  Hospital 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Winwick  Hospital  . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Total  . 

49 

76 

3 

128 

Notification  was  received 

of  29  Oldham  residents 

who  died  in 

Mental 

Hospitals  and  of  116  discharges. 

Information  was  received  of  22  patients  detained  in  hospital  who  were 
transferred  to  voluntary  status  (Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  Annexe, 
15;  Prestwich,  4;  Lancaster,  1;  Springfield,  1;  Birch  Hill  Hospital,  1). 

Information  was  also  received  of  7  patients  who  were  transferred  under 
Section  64  of  the  Lunacy  Act,  1890,  by  two  members  of  the  Hospital 
Management  Committee  authorising  the  removal  of  the  patient.  The 
following  are  details  of  these  cases  :  — 

Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  Annexe  to  Prestwich  Hospital  1 
Birch  Hill  Hospital  to  Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  Annexe  4 
Prestwich  Hospital  to  Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  Annexe  1 
Winwick  Hospital  to  Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  Annexe  1 

In  addition  to  the  above,  1  case  (voluntary)  was  transferred  from 
Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  Annexe  to  Springfield  Hospital  for 
leucotomy  operation. 

National  Health  Service  (Amendment)  Act,  1949 

In  conjunction  with  the  majority  of  Local  Health  Authorities  in  the 
North-West,  this  Authority  has  agreed  to  a  “  knock-for-knock  ” 
arrangement  in  connection  with  the  payment  of  medical  practitioner  fees 
for  the  certification  of  patients  admitted  to  the  Psychiatric  Unit  from 
addresses  outside  the  area  of  this  Authority. 

During  the  year  23  Summary  Reception  Orders  relating  to  non-residents 
were  completed  by  the  Duly  Authorised  Officers, 
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Ambulance  Service 

The  Ambulance  Service  is  utilised  for  the  removal  of  patients  to  mental 
deficiency  and  mental  hospitals.  The  Mental  Health  Visitors  have  authority 
to  request  an  ambulance  or  sitting-case  car  and  where  necessary  the 
services  of  attendants  are  obtained  from  the  Boundary  Park  General 
Hospital  Annexe. 

The  transport  of  senile  psychotics  receiving  “  day  care  ”  to  and  from 
their  homes  is  undertaken  by  the  Ambulance  Service.  Many  out-patients 
receiving  E.C.T.  treatment  are  also  conveyed  to  the  Psychiatric  Out- 
Patients  Department  and  returned  home  usually  by  sitting-case  car. 

The  transport  of  children  attending  the  Occupation  Centre  and  Creche, 
to  and  from  home,  is  also  arranged  with  the  Ambulance  Service. 

More  than  half  of  the  adults  attending  the  Industrial  Centre  make  their 
own  way  by  public  transport,  but  the  remainder  are  taken  to  and  from 
home  by  sitting-case  car. 


MENTAL  DEFICIENCY 
Cases  Reported  During'  the  Year 
There  were  27  cases  reported  during  the  year. 

Of  these,  16  were  reported  under  the  Education  Act,  1944,  4  having 
been  found  incapable  of  receiving  education  at  school,  and  12  requiring 
supervision  after  leaving  school. 

There  were  11  cases  reported  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts  as 


f  ollows  :  - — 

(a)  Detained  in  the  Psychiatric  Unit,  Boundary  Park 

General  Hospital  Annexe  .  0 

(b)  In  Part  III  Accommodation  (Boundary  Park 

General  Hospital  Annexe)  . . .  0 

(c)  At  the  instance  of  the  parent  or  guardian  .  2 

(male  aged  31  and  female  aged  35  years) 

(d)  Found  neglected  or  without  visible  means  of  support  3 

(2  males  aged  37  and  45  years) 

(1  female  aged  26  years) 


(e)  Referred  by  the  police  or  by  the  Courts  under 
Section  8  (1)  (a)  or  as  a  result  of  other  action  by 

the  Courts  .  1 

(male  aged  16  years) 

(f)  Cases  reported  but  not  regarded  as  defectives 
“  subject  to  be  dealt  with  ”  and  receiving  adequate 

care  .  5 

(male  aged  56  years) 

(4  females  aged  33,  40,  52  and  61  years) 

Further  particulars  relating  to  the  cases  reported  during  the  year  are 
given  in  the  tables  relating  to  mental  deficiency. 
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Ascertained  Defectives  Found  to  be  “  Subject  to  be  Dealt  With  ” 

During  the  year  there  were  22  defectives  found  to  be  “  subject  to  be 
dealt  with,”  together  with  2  cases  (females)  notified  in  December  of  the 
previous  year,  making*  a  total  of  24.  Of  these,  20  were  placed  under 
statutory  supervision.  There  were  2  defectives  recommended  for 
institutional  care,  1  for  Statutory  Guardianship,  and  1  was  taken  to  a 
“  place  of  safety.” 


Statutory  Supervision 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  185  cases  under  statutory 
supervision. 

During  the  year  20  newly-ascertained  cases  were  placed  under  statutory 
supervision,  together  with  1  case  at  home  who  was  removed  from  the 
waiting  list,  having  been  previously  recommended  for  institutional  care, 
which  is  no  longer  considered  necessary. 

The  following  details  relate  to  the  20  ascertained  cases  found  to  be 
“subject  to  be  dealt  with”  and  placed  under  statutory  supervision:  — 


(a)  Children  of  School  Age  . . .  16 

(i)  Incapable  of  Receiving  Education  .  6 

Admitted  to  the  Occupation  Centre  .  0 

At  home — In  care  of  parents  .  6 

(ii)  Requiring  Supervision  after  Leaving  School  .  10 


There  were  8  children  who  left  the  Educationally 
Sub-Normal  Department  of  the  Chaucer  Special 
School,  and  2  who  left  ordinary  schools.  Eight  of 
these  children  were  suitable  for  employment  but  it 
was  not  possible  to  find  employment  for  1  male  and 


1  female  who  had  left  school  in  July. 

(b)  Adults  and  Juveniles  .  4 

At  home  .  3 

(male  aged  37) 

(2  females  aged  26  and  35  years) 

Admitted  to  Industrial  Centre  .  1 

(male  aged  31  years) 


The  following  7  cases  were  removed  from  statutory  supervision  during 


the  year  — 

Recommended  for  institutional  care  .  2 

Removed  out  of  area  .  2 

Died  .  1 

Transferred  to  voluntary  supervision  .  2 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  199  cases  remaining  under  statutory 
supervision. 

Institutional  Care 

Defectives  recommended  for  institutional  care  are  usually  admitted  to 
one  of  the  Mental  Deficiency  Hospitals  in  the  area  of  the  Manchester 
Regional  Hospital  Board. 
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At  the  beginning-  of  the  year,  65  cases  recommended  in  previous  years 
for  institutional  care,  including  52  cases  detained  in  the  Psychiatric  Unit, 
Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  Annexe,  and  6  cases  in  Part  III 
Accommodation,  Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  Annexe,  were  awaiting 
admission  to  Mental  Deficiency  Hospitals. 

Of  these  only  1  case  (female)  was  admitted  during  the  year,  but  1  case 
(male)  detained  in  the  Psychiatric  Unit  died.  In  addition  1  case  (male)  at 
home  was  removed  from  the  waiting  list. 


During  the  year  5  cases  (males)  were  recommended  for  institutional 
care,  2  being  newly-ascertained  cases,  1  under  guardianship,  and  2  under 
statutory  supervision.  Of  these,  3  cases  (males)  were  admitted. 


At  the  end  of  the  year,  64  cases  recommended  for  institutional  care, 
including  50  cases  detained  in  the  Psychiatric  Unit,  Boundary  Park  General 
Hospital  Annexe  and  6  cases  in  Part  III  Accommodation,  Boundary  Park 
General  Hospital  Annexe,  were  awaiting  admission  to  Mental  Deficiency 
Hospitals. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  (1)  recommended  for 
institutional  care,  (2)  admitted  to  mental  deficiency  hospitals,  removed  or 
died,  and  (3)  awaiting  institutional  care  at  the  end  of  the  year:  — 

Admitted  to 

Recommended  M.D.  Hospitals,  Awaiting 
for  removed  vacancies  in 


Instit’nal 
M.  F. 


Cases  prior  to 

1st  January  . 

(i)  New  Cases 

(a)  Ascertained  Cases  .  1 

(b)  Ascertained  Cases 

(B.P.G.H.A.)  . 

(c)  Court  Action  .  1 

(ii)  Other  Cases 

(a)  Under  Stat.  Supervision  2 

(b)  Court  Action  .  1  - 

Total  .  5 

Awaiting  admission  at 

1st  January  .  30  35 

Total  at  31st  December  .  35  35 


Care 

or 

died 

M.D. 

Hospitals 

T. 

M. 

F. 

0 

T. 

M. 

F.  T. 

30 

35  65 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

—  - 

5 

3 

- 

3 

2 

-  2 

65 

2 

1 

3 

28 

34  62 

70 

5 

1 

6 

30 

34  64 

The  following  table  summarises  the  4  cases  admitted  to  institutional 
care  :  — 

Hospital  Age  Groups 

0-5  5-10  10-15  15-20  Over  20 


Brockhall  M 

Hospital  F 

Calderstones  M 

Hospital  F 

Royal  Albert  M 

Hospital  F 


2 

1 


Total  .  -  -  -  1  3 
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Guardianship 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  6  cases  were  under  guardianship. 

(1)  A  male  aged  26  years  who  was  placed  under  the  guardianship  of 
an  officer  of  the  local  health  authority  in  August,  1949.  He  has 
continued  to  do  well  and  worked  steadily  throughout  the  year. 

(2)  A  female  aged  22  years  employed  in  the  St.  Saviour’s  Convent, 
Liverpool,  is  under  the  guardianship  of  the  Sister  Superior. 

(3)  A  male  aged  48  years  who  was  placed  under  the  guardianship  of 
an  officer  of  the  local  health  authority  in  March,  1952. 

(4)  A  male  aged  40  years,  who  was  placed  under  the  guardianship  of 
his  sister  in  Mytholmroyd,  Yorkshire,  in  April,  1952.  He  is 
employed  as  a  gardener  and  reports  with  regard  to  his  conduct 
and  work  were  very  satisfactory. 

(5)  A  male  aged  27  years,  who  was  placed  under  the  guardianship  of 
an  officer  of  the  local  health  authority  in  October,  1953.  After  a 
long  spell  of  unemployment,  he  is  now  working  well  and  his 
conduct  is  satisfactory. 

(6)  A  male  aged  19  years,  who  was  placed  under  the  guardianship  of 
an  officer  of  the  local  health  authority  in  November,  1953.  He  is 
in  attendance  at  the  Industrial  Centre. 

During  the  year  1  case  was  placed  under  statutory  guardianship. 

A  male  aged  16  years,  due  to  leave  a  residential  special  school 
at  the  end  of  the  Christmas  term,  was  recommended  for  statutory 
guardianship  of  an  officer  of  the  local  health  authority  on  account 
of  his  having  no  father. 

One  case  was  removed  from  guardianship  during  the  year. 

A  male  aged  48  years,  was  admitted  to  a  Mental  Deficiency 
Hospital,  following  action  by  the  Court. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  5  males  and  1  female  were  under  guardianship. 


Voluntary  Supervision 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  53  cases  under  voluntary 
supervision. 

During  the  year  5  new  cases  were  placed  under  voluntary  supervision, 
2  being  transferred  from  statutory  supervision  and  3  being  offered  voluntary 
supervision  following  discharge  from  a  Mental  Deficiency  Hospital.  The 
following  14  were  removed  from  voluntary  supervision  during  the  year  :  — 


Ceased  to  be  under  care  .  3 

Lost  sight  of  .  9 

Died  .  1 

Transferred  to  Statutory  Supervision  .  1 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  49  cases  under  voluntary  supervision. 
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Taken  to  “  Places  of  Safely  ” 

There  were  2  cases  admitted  into  “places  of  safety”  during  the  year  :  — 

(a)  A  male  aged  25  years,  following  his  mother’s  admission  to  Part 
III  Accommodation,  was  admitted  to  Calderstcnes  Hospital  and 
was  subsequently  detained  on  an  Order  following  presentation  of 

a  Petition. 

(b)  A  male  aged  45  years,  following  the  death  of  his  mother,  was 
admitted  to  Calderstones  Hospital  and  was  subsequently  detained 
on  an  Order  following  the  presentation  of  a  Petition. 


Community  Care 

The  duties  of  the  Mental  Health  Visitors  include  the  community  care 
and  supervision  of  mental  defectives  under  statutory  supervision, 
guardianship,  and  on  licence.  During  the  year  the  following  reports  and 


visits  were  made  :  — 

Case  Notes  . .  — . .  35 

Statutory  Supervision  .  953 

Statutes  Guardianship  .  41 

Progress  Reports  .  80 

Ineffective  Visits  .  159 


Three  of  the  Mental  Health  Visitors  have  been  appointed  Statutory 
Guardians.  This  work  entails  frequent  and  close  contact  with  the  defectives 
concerned  and  necessitates  a  strict  supervision  and  management  of  their 
affairs. 

One  officer  undertakes  the  duty  of  licensee  of  a  patient  from  Brockhall 
Hospital. 

Two  cases  on  licence  to  relatives,  and  who  were  subject  to  supervision 
by  the  Mental  Health  Visitors  were  found  to  be  sufficiently  stabilised  to  be 
discharged  from  their  Order  during  the  year. 


Temporary  Accommodation 


During  the  year  short-term  care  was  provided  for  eight  cases  as 
follows  :  — 


Males  Females 


Calderstones  Hospital  . -  1 

Brockhall  Hospital  .  2 

Cranage  Hall  Hospital  .  1 

Royal  Albert  Hospital  .  -  1 

Swinton  Hospital  .  -  1 

Orchard  Dene,  Rainhill  .  1 

Psychiatric  Unit,  Boundary  Park 

General  Hospital  Annexe  .  -  1 


The  periods  of  accommodation  varied  from  one  week  to  two  months. 
In  the  case  of  the  admission  to  Orchard  Dene,  the  period  was  for  two  weeks 
and  the  full  cost  was  met  by  the  Local  Health  Authority. 


Arrangements  with  Adjacent  Local  Health  Authorities 

The  proposals  of  the  West  Riding  County  Council  allow  pupils  in  the 
area  of  the  County  Council  to  be  sent  to  Occupation  Centres  established  by 
other  Local  Health  Authorities,  and  it  has  been  agreed  that  suitable  cases 
can  be  accepted  from  the  Saddleworth  district  into  the  Occupation  Centre,  a 
charge  being  made  to  the  County  Council  for  these  cases. 


Creche  Facilities 

Creche  facilities  continued  to  be  available  in  a  room  in  the  Occupation 
Centre  at  Haven  Lane.  This  facility  is  to  provide  for  defectives  who  are 
unsuitable  for  admission  to  the  Occupation  Centre  or  unable  to  profit  from 
the  training  provided.  There  are  7  children  attending  (4  boys,  3  girls),  and 
the  number  of  children  limited  to  any  one  day  is  six. 

The  creche  is  serving  a  useful  purpose  and  is  much  appreciated  by  the 
parents.  The  accommodation  at  Haven  Lane  is  restricted  and  alternative 
accommodation  will  be  required  to  enable  more  children  of  this  type  to  be 
admitted. 


Occupation  Centre 

The  Occupation  Centre  continues  to  function  at  Haven  Lane  in  premises 
formerly  used  as  a  day  nursery.  These  premises  lack  a  main  hall  for 
assembly  and  other  activities,  but  with  this  addition  should  prove  very 
suitable.  The  situation  of  the  premises  is  very  open  and  there  is  ample 
room  for  out-of-door  activities. 

The  Centre  is  open  each  week-day  except  Saturday  and  is  closed  during 
the  ordinary  school  holidays.  A  mid-day  meal  is  provided  through  the 
School  Meals  Service,  a  charge  being  made  to  the  parents;  in  necessitous 
cases  this  charge  is  reduced  or  waived.  Free  milk  is  also  supplied  once  a 
day  to  each  child  under  18  years  of  age. 

In  December,  an  Inspector  of  the  Board  of  Control  visited  the  Centre 
and  a  full  report  was  subsequently  received. 

In  September,  Miss  E.  Boyling,  Assistant  Supervisor,  who  was  granted 
leave  of  absence,  commenced  a  course  organised  by  the  National  Association 
for  Mental  Health.  Mr.  W.  P.  Scott  was  appointed  temporary  Assistant 
Supervisor  during  her  absence. 

During  the  year,  there  were  2  new  admissions  (1  boy,  1  girl)  from  the 
Oldham  County  Borough  and  3  (2  boys,  1  girl)  from  the  Saddleworth  area. 
In  November,  11  males  (10  Oldham,  1  West  Riding)  over  the  age  of  16  years 
were  transferred  to  the  Industrial  Centre.  On  the  31st  December,  there 
were  34  defectives  on  the  register,  30  from  the  Oldham  County  Borough  and 
4  from  the  Saddleworth  District  of  the  West  Riding  County  Council. 

The  Ambulance  Service  transports  the  children  to  and  from  the 
Occupation  Centre,  part-time  drivers  being  engaged  for  this  purpose  to 
relieve  the  strain  on  the  ambulance  personnel. 
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In  July,  a  trip  to  the  seaside  was  provided  by  the  Oldham  Blind 
Children  and  Welfare  Organisation  when  the  children  were  taken  to 
Fleetwood  and  St.  Annes,  and  once  again  we  extend  our  gratitude  to  the 
members  of  this  organisation  for  their  continued  generous  support. 

Two  Christmas  Parties  were  arranged  for  the  children,  one  by  the 
Parents’  Association  and  the  other  by  the  Oldham.  Blind  Children  and 
Welfare  Organisation.  Both  were  very  much  appreciated. 

All  the  facilities  of  the  School  Health  Service,  including  dental 
inspection  and  treatment,  have  been  made  available  to  the  children  attending 
the  Occupation  Centre  and  the  Creche,  and  they  are  fully  used. 


New  Occupation  Centre 

In  September,  the  Health  Committee  agreed  to  the  disposal  of  the 
Cardwell  Street  site  and  the  proposal  to  erect  a  new  Occupation  Centre 
was  abandoned  as  the  Haven  Lane  premises  were  proving  adequately 
suitable. 


Industrial  Centre 

The  efforts  of  the  Mental  Health  Sub-Committee  over  a  number  of 
years  to  find  suitable  premises  for  use  as  an  Industrial  Centre  proved 
successful  and  in  November,  an  Industrial  Centre  for  mentally  handicapped 
male  adults  was  established  in  one  of  the  huts  on  the  Glen  Mill  site.  The 
land  belonged  to  the  Parks  and  Cemeteries  Committee,  but  formal 
appropriation  was  received  and  a  number  of  huts  were  purchased  from  the 
Ministry  of  Works.  There  is  ample  room  on  the  site  for  new  buildings  or 
extensions. 

Mr.  Frank  Davies  was  appointed  Handicraft  Instructor  and  took  up 
duties  in  November. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  23  male  adults  (including  1  from  the  West 
Riding  County  Council)  were  attending  the  Centre.  Of  these  11  were 
transferred  from  the  Occupation  Centre  and  the  remaining  12  were  older 
adults  who  were  at  home  and  had  no  employment  or  useful  occupation. 
The  Centre  is  open  daily  from  9  a.m.  to  4-30  p.m„  but  is  closed  on 
Saturdays.  A  mid-day  meal  is  provided  through  the  School  Meals  Service, 
a  charge  being  made,  but  in  necessitous  cases  this  charge  is  reduced  or 
waived. 

Travelling  facilities  are  provided  free,  either  by  the  provision  of  ’bus 
tokens  or  by  transport  through  the  Ambulance  Service. 

The  boys  attending  the  Centre  are  occupied  throughout  the  day  and 
are  engaged  on  the  usual  handicrafts,  rug-making,  stool-making, 
lamp-shades,  woodwork,  etc.  More  ambitious  and  complicated  work  will 
be  undertaken  as  the  Centre  develops  and  special  machinery  has  been 
installed  to  extend  these  activities. 
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Home  Training: 

No  special  arrangements  were  provided  for  the  home  training  of  mental 
defectives. 

The  following  are  the  statistical  returns  relating  to  Mental 
Defectives  :  — 

Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913  to  1938 
I.  Particulars  of  mental  defectives  as  on  1st  January,  1955. 

M.  F.  T. 

(1)  No.  of  Ascertained  Mental  Defectives  found 
to  be  “  subject  to  be  dealt  with.  ”  :  — 

(a)  In  Institutions  (including  cases  on 
licence  therefrom) 

Under  16  years  of  age  .  6  7  13 

Aged  16  years  and  over  .  61  37  98 

(b)  Under  Guardianship  (including  cases  on 
licence  therefrom) 

Under  16  years  of  age  .  -  - 

Aged  16  years  and  over  .  5  1  6 

(c)  In  “places  of  safety”  .  1-1 

(d)  Under  Statutory  Supervision  (excluding 
cases  on  licence) 

Under  16  years  of  age .  17  21  38 

Aged  16  years  and  over  .  86  75  161 

(e)  Awaiting  removal  to  an  Institution,  (not 
included  in  (b)  to  (d)  above) 

(1)  At  home  .  5  3  8 

(2)  In  Psychiatric  Unit,  Boundary 

Park  General  Hospital  Annexe  22  28  50 

(3)  In  Part  III  Accommodation 

(B.P.G.H.A.)  .  3  3  6 


Total  Ascertained  cases  found  to  be  “subject 

to  be  dealt  with  ”  .  206  175  381 


(2)  No.  of  mental  defectives  under  Voluntary 
Supervision  :  — 

Under  16  years  of  age  .  -  - 

Aged  16  years  and  over  .  28  21  49 

Total  number  of  mental  defectives  .  234  196  430 


(3)  No.  of  Mental  Defectives  Receiving 
Training :  — 

(a)  In  Occupation  Centre  .  9  21  30 

(b)  In  Industrial  Centre  .  22  -  22 

(c)  In  Creche  .  4  3  7 


Total  .  35  24  59 
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II.  Particulars  of  cases  reported  during  1954. 

M.  F.  T. 

(a)  Cases  at  31st  December  ascertained  to  be 
defectives  “  subject  to  be  dealt  with.” 

Action  taken  on  reports  by  :  — 

(i)  Local  Education  Authorities  on  children 

(1)  While  at  school  or  liable  to  attend 

school  .  P  4  -  4 

(2)  On  leaving  special  schools  .  7  3  10 

(3)  On  leaving  ordinary  schools  .  -  2  2 

(ii)  Police  or  by  Courts  .  1  -  1 

(iii)  Other  sources  .  3  2  5 

(b)  Cases  reported  but  not  regarded  at  31-12-54 
as  defectives  “  subject  to  be  dealt  with  ”  on 

any  grounds  .  1  4  5 

(c)  Cases  reported  by  Local  Education  Authority 

but  not  confirmed  as  defectives  by  31-12-54 
and  thus  excluded  from  (a)  or  (b)  . 

(d)  Cases  reported  under  the  Mental  Deficiency 
Acts,  but  not  confirmed  as  defectives  by 
31-12-54  and  thus  excluded  from  (a)  or  (b) 

Total  number  of  cases  reported  during  the  year  16  11  27 

III.  No.  of  3Iental  Defectives  in  Institutions,  under  Community  Care, 
including  Voluntary  Supervision  or  in  “  places  of  safety  ”  on  1st 
January,  1954,  who  have  ceased  to  be  under  any  of  these  forms  of  care 
during  1954. 

M.  F.  T. 

(a)  Ceased  to  be  under  care  .  2  1  3 

(b)  Died  .  12  3 

(c)  Removed  from  area  .  -  2  2 

(d)  Lost  sight  of  .  7  2  9 

Total  .  10  7  17 

IV.  Of  the  total  number  of  Mental  Defectives  known  to  the  Local  Health 
Authority : 

(a)  No.  who  have  given  birth  to  children  during  1954  : 

(i)  After  marriage  .  1 

(ii)  While  unmarried  .  Nil 

M.  F. 

(b)  No.  who  have  married  during  1954  .  -  1 
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SECTION  IV 

GENERAL  MEDICAL  AND  DENTAL  SERVICES 

PHARMACEUTICAL  SERVICES  AND  SUPPLMENTARY 

OPHTHALMIC  SERVICES 

Oldham  Executive  Council 

The  Oldham  Executive  Council  consists  of  a  Chairman  (Mr.  A.  C.  C. 
Robertson)  and  24  other  members,  eight  of  whom  are  appointed  by  the 
Oldham  Health  Authority.  Members  are  appointed  for  a  period  of  three 
years  and  Alderman  J.  Bradley  and  Councillor  J.  H.  Broadbent,  who 
automatically  retired  on  the  31st  March,  1954,  were  reappointed  by  the 
Health  Committee.  In  May  Councillor  Miss  A.  A.  Kenyon,  J.P.,  was 
appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  of  ex-Councillor  Mrs.  E.  Rothwell.  The 
following  are  the  representatives  of  the  Local  Health  Authority:  — 

Alderman  G.  A.  Taylor,  M.B.,  Ch,B. 

Councillor  F.  B.  Balson 

Dr.  J.  T.  Chalmers  Keddie 

(to  retire  31st  March,  1955) 

Councillor  S.  T.  Marron,  J.P.t  F.C.C.S. 

Councillor  A.  Tweedale 

Councillor  Miss  A.  A.  Kenyon,  J.P. 

(to  retire  31st  March,  1956) 

Alderman  J.  Bradley 

Councillor  J.  H.  Broadbent 

(to  retire  31st  March,  1957) 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  F.  W.  Chappie,  Clerk  of  the  Council,  for  the 
following  report:  — 

General  Medical  Services 

The  number  of  Oldham  patients  registered  on  all  doctors  lists  was 
117,212  at  1st  January  and  118,917  at  31st  December.  These  figures 
compare  with  the  Registrar-General’s  estimated  population  for  mid- June  of 
120,340.  All  the  doctors  practising  in  the  County  Borough  are  in  the 
Scheme  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  100  (including  one  assistant) 
on  the  medical  list,  50  being  resident  in  the  Borough  and  50  in  the  adjacent 
districts.  In  the  previous  year  there  were  86  doctors  on  the  medical  list,  51 
being  resident  in  the  Borough  and  35  in  the  adjacent  districts.  The  average 
number  of  patients  on  the  lists  of  doctors  resident  in  Oldham  was  estimated 
to  be  2,768  compared  with  2,638  for  the  previous  year. 

Arising  from  the  extension  of  the  Borough  on  the  1st  April,  13 
additional  medical  practitioners  were  included  in  the  Council’s  medical  list 
and  the  responsibility  for  approximately  1,650  patients  was  transferred  to 
the  Oldham  Executive  Council  from  the  Lancashire  Executive  Council. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  88  general  medical  practitioner 
obstetricians  on  the  obstetric  list,  an  increase  of  11  on  the  previous  year. 
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Pharmaceutical  Services 

All  the  pharmaceutical  firms  and  suppliers  of  surgical  appliances  in 
the  Borough  are  in  the  scheme  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  59 
firms,  including  11  surgical  appliance  suppliers,  an  increase  of  3  on  the 
previous  year,  providing  services  as  follows  :  — 


Pharmacies  in  the  area  .  48 

Drug  Stores  . 

Surgical  Appliance  Suppliers  .  11 

Dental  Services 


All  the  dentists  in  the  area  provide  dental  services  under  the  scheme. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  31  dentists  (including  2  assistants),  an  increase  of 
1  on  the  previous  year,  were  on  the  dental  list,  25  being  resident  in  the 
Borough,  an  increase  of  1  on  the  previous  year. 


Ophthalmic  Services 

The  Supplementary  Ophthalmic  Treatment  Regulations  provide  for 
patients  who  have  obtained  the  necessary  certificate  from  their  medical 
practitioner  to  attend  either  an  ophthalmic  practitioner  or  an  ophthalmic 
optician  for  eye  testing  and  to  have  the  required  spectacles  dispensed  by  an 
ophthalmic  optician  or  a  dispensing  optician. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  2  ophthalmic  medical  practitioners,  28  ophthalmic 
opticians  representing  23  shops  or  firms,  were  providing  optical  services. 
There  were  no  dispensing  opticians  on  the  list  at  the  end  of  the  year.  At 
the  end  of  the  previous  year  2  ophthalmic  medical  practitioners,  27 
ophthalmic  opticians  representing  24  shops  or  firms,  were  providing  optical 
services. 

Finance 


Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1951,  patients  are  required  to 
pay  certain  charges  for  the  provision  of  dentures  and  optical  appliances  and 
under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1952,  further  charges  were  imposed 
for  dental  treatment  and  for  drugs  and  appliances  supplied  to  patients.  In 
cases  of  hardship  application  can  be  made  to  the  National  Assistance  Board 
for  the  charge  to  be  refunded.  These  charges  are  payable  to  the  dentists, 
opticians  and  chemists  on  application  for  treatment,  supply  of  glasses  or 
the  making  up  of  prescriptions. 

The  financial  year  of  the  Executive  Council  ends  on  the  31st  March  and 
for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1955,  the  expenditure  totalled  £371,880, 
which  compares  with  £362,560  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1954. 


The  following  is  an  abstract  of  payments  made  by  the  Executive 
Council  under  the  respective  heads  for  the  periods  stated.  They  do  not 
include  amounts  received  from  members  of  the  public,  which  are  paid  direct 
to  dentists,  opticians  and  chemists  :  — 


Doctors  : 

(a)  General  Medical  Services 

(b)  Maternity  Services  . 

Chemists  . ... 

Dentists  . 

Ophthalmic  . . 

Administration  . 


1954/55 

£ 

129,052 

5,108 

151,231 

48,333 

31,910 

6,246 


1953/54 

£ 

128,228 

4,884 

148,064 

45,514 

29,781 

6,089 


79 


The  following  amounts  were  received  from  members  of  the  public 
(patients)  for  dental,  ophthalmic  and  pharmaceutical  services:  — 

1954/55  1953/54 


£  £ 

General  Dental  Services  .  17,419  16,300 

Supplementary  Ophthalmic  Services  ...  19,521  18,94.8 

Pharmaceutical  Services  .  22,009  23,372 


The  payments  to  doctors  only  relate  to  Oldham  patients  on  their  lists. 
In  the  case  of  dentists,  chemists  and  opticians,  payment  is  for  services 
rendered  at  their  surgeries  or  places  of  business,  e.g\,  an  Oldham  chemist  is 
paid  by  the  Oldham  Executive  Council  for  ALL.  prescriptions  dispensed  by 
him  whether  they  are  on  Oldham,  Lancashire,  West  Riding,  Manchester,  or 
any  other  Executive  Council  forms.  Many  patients  in  the  adjacent  districts 
avail  themselves  of  the  pharmaceutical  and  optical  facilities  which  have 
been  developed  by  many  progressive  Oldham  firms  and  this  is  reflected  in 
the  payments  for  these  services  by  the  Oldham  Executive  Council. 
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SECTION  V 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

General 

Scarlet  fever  was  mildly  prevalent  during  the  first  and  the  last  four 
months  of  the  year,  and  of  the  167  cases  which  occurred,  84  were  notified 
during  the  latter  period. 

In  the  last  week  of  September  cases  of  measles  increased  and  this  was 
the  beginning  of  an  epidemic  which  was  rampant  in  December  when  654 
cases  were  notified.  The  epidemic  {lid  not  abate  until  the  end  of  March, 
1955. 

Notifications  of  whooping  cough  showed  a  substantial  increase 
compared  with  recent  years.  There  was  no  clear  seasonal  incidence  and 
only  13  cases  occurred  after  August. 

Dysentery  was  prevalent  during  the  last  three  months  of  the  year 
when  300  cases  were  notified.  In  October  an  extensive  outbreak  occurred 
in  an  infants  school  which  accounted  for  nearly  half  of  these  cases. 

The  Public  Health  (Aircraft)  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1954,  were 
received.  These  Regulations  were  operative  from  the  12th  June,  1954. 

The  following  table  shows  the  attack  rates  and  death  rates  for  certain 
diseases  for  the  County  Borough  :  — 

Attack  Rates  and  Death  Rates 
per  1,006  of  the  Population 

Attack  Rate 

Typhoid  Fever  .  — 

Paratyphoid  Fever  . 

Meningococcal  Infection  .  0.07 

Scarlet  Fever  .  1.39 

Whooping  Cough  .  2.70 

Diphtheria  .  — 

Smallpox  .  — 

Measles  .  9.88 

Pneumonia  .  0.40 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  .  — 

(a)  Paralytic  .  — 

(b)  Non-Paralytic  . .  — 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .  0.37 

Food  Poisoning  .  0.22 

$  Rate  per  .1,000  live  and  stillbirths. 

Diphtheria 

No  cases  were  notified  and  no  deaths  registered. 

Scarlet  Fever 

There  were  167  cases  notified  compared  with  214  in  the  previous  year. 
No  deaths  were  registered. 


Death  Rate 


0.09 


— t 
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Erysipelas 

There  were  9  cases  notified  compared  with  20  in  the  previous  year. 
No  deaths  were  registered.  Of  the  9  cases  notified,  8  occurred  in  persons 
of  45  years  of  age  and  over. 

Enteric  Fever 

(a)  Typhoid 

No  cases  were  notified  and  no  deaths  registered. 

(b)  Para,- Typhoid 

No  cases  were  notified  and  no  deaths  registered. 

Meningococcal  Infection 

There  were  9  cases  notified,  7  being  meningococcal  meningitis  and  2 
meningococcal  septicaemia.  Organisms  were  isolated  in  4  of  the  cases  of 
meningitis  and  in  1  case  of  septicaemia.  No  deaths  were  registered  as  due 
to  meningococcal  infection. 

Acute  Encephalitis 

One  case  was  notified  as  due  to  encephalitis,  a  male  aged  53  years. 

There  were  2  deaths  registered,  neither  of  which  had  been  notified  but 
came  to  notice  through  the  Registrar’s  returns.  Both  deaths  were  reported 
to  the  Coroner,  and  in  each  case  a  post-mortem  and  inquest  was  held.  One 
was  a  boy  aged  5  years  and  the  other  a  man  aged  42  years. 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

There  were  39  cases  notified  and  11  deaths  registered. 

With  regard  to  5  of  the  deaths,  no  notification  was  received.  These 
deaths  were  brought  to  notice  on  Registrar’s  returns,  2  being  inward 
transfers. 

Influenza  and  Influenzal  Pneumonia 

There  were  9  cases  of  influenzal  pneumonia  notified  and  2  deaths 
registered  as  due  to  this  form  of  the  disease.  These  deaths  were  brought 
to  notice  through  the  Registrar’s  returns  and  the  cases  were  not  notified. 

There  were  2  deaths  registered  as  due  to  influenza,  making  a  total  of 
4  deaths  classified  as  due  to  influenza. 

Measles 

There  were  1,189  cases  notified  compared  with  805  in  the  previous  year. 
Of  these,  1,167  were  notified  during  the  last  four  months  of  the  year.  No 
deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  measles. 

Whooping  Cough 

There  were  235  cases  notified  compared  with  139  in  the  previous  year. 
No  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  whooping  cough. 

Of  the  235  cases  notified,  13  had  received  the  full  course  of  whooping 
cough  immunisation  and  these  were  classified  as  follows:  — 


Severe  .  0 

Moderate  .  4 

Mild  .  9 
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Dysentery 

During  the  year  376  cases  were  notified  (Sonne  324,  no  organism 
isolated  52).  Of  the  324  cases  (Sonne  dysentery)  99  were  associated  with 
outbreaks  or  infection  in  nurseries  and  a  children’s  home.  An  extensive 
outbreak  occurred  in  an  infant  school  which  accounted  for  128  cases. 

No  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  dysentery. 

The  following  is  a  brief  summary  of  the  outbreaks  that  occurred:  — 

In  February  cases  of  dysentery  were  reported  at  an  industrial  nursery 
in  Chadderton.  Following  investigation  this  outbreak  accounted  for  23 
cases  in  the  Borough — 15  nursery  children  and  8  home  contacts  (2  adults, 
3  school  children  and  3  pre-school  children). 

In  March  an  isolated  case  occurred  in  an  industrial  nursery  in  the 
Borough.  As  a  result  of  investigation,  3  home  contacts  (2  adults  and  1 
school  child)  were  found  to  be  Sonne  positive.  In  addition  one  nursery  child 
was  reported  to  be  Salm.  typhi-murium  positive,  but  no  other  cases  of  this 
infection  occurred. 

In  May  an  outbreak  in  an  industrial  nursery  in  Saddleworth  was 
responsible  for  2  cases — a  child  in  the  nursery  and  1  home  contact  (adult). 

In  the  same  month  an  isolated  case  occurred  in  Honeywell  Lane 
nursery. 

In  June  an  outbreak  in  an  industrial  nursery  in  Shaw  accounted  for  1 
case,  a  child  in  the  nursery. 

During  the  Autumn  term  an  outbreak  occurred  in  Alexandra  Park 
Infants  School  which  resulted  in  the  notification  at  the  school  of  71  cases 
(69  children  and  2  staff)  and  of  these,  61  were  found  Sonne  positive. 
Following  investigation  57  cases  among  home  contacts  were  notified,  of 
which  22  were  school  children  and  1  teacher  from  another  school.  The 
outbreak  was  first  brought  to  notice  when  cases  of  diarrhoea  were  reported 
to  the  Department.  The  school  was  visited  and  enquiries  and  investigations 
were  immediately  instituted.  It  was  ascertained  that  a  number  of  cases 
of  sickness  and  diarrhoea  had  occurred  among  children  at  school  during  the 
preceding  two  weeks.  In  spite  of  the  institution  of  preventive  measures 
and  precautions,  from  the  date  of  the  first  visit  to  the  occurrence  of  the 
last  case,  a  period  of  five  weeks  elapsed  before  children  excluded  from  the 
school  were  allowed  to  return.  Specimens  of  faeces  were  obtained  from  all 
children  remaining  in  school  and  from  absentees.  In  the  case  of  positive 
cases  three  negative  specimens  were  required  before  the  child  was  allowed 
to  return  to  school. 

In  November  a  child  with  loose  stools  was  excluded  from  an  industrial 
nursery  in  the  Borough  and  a  specimen  of  faeces  was  subsequently  reported 
Sonne  positive.  Following  investigations  17  nursery  children  (6  resident 
in  adjacent  areas)  and  8  home  contacts  (5  adults,  1  school  child  and  2 
pre-school  children)  were  confirmed. 

In  the  same  month  an  outbreak  occurred  in  an  industrial  nursery 
outside  the  Borough  which  accounted  for  20  cases. 
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Also  in  November  cases  occurred  in  the  Children’s  Home,  Vicarage 
Street,  and  8  children  were  found  to  be  Sonne  positive. 

In  December  an  outbreak  occurred  in  an  industrial  nursery  in  the 
Borough  which  accounted  for  21  cases — 10  nursery  children,  4  staff  and  7 
home  contacts  (2  adults,  4  school  children  and  1  pre-school  child). 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

During  the  year  5  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  were  notified.  These 
were  kept  under  observation  and  in  no  case  was  vision  impaired. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

There  were  45  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  notified  as  follows  :  — 


Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  .  42 

Woodfield  Maternity  Home  .  3 

Domiciliary  .  0 


Smallpox 

No  cases  were  notified  and  no  deaths  were  registered. 

During  the  year  practitioners  referred  5  cases  of  severe  oratypical 
chicken  pox  for  confirmation  of  the  diagnosis.  These  cases  were  all  visited 
by  a  senior  medical  officer  of  the  department  and  a  diagnosis  of  chicken 
pox  confirmed  in  each  case. 

Glandular  Fever 

No  cases  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Department  during  the  year. 


Other  Diseases 

No  cases  of  cholera,  malaria,  anthrax,  undulant  fever  or  typhus  fever 
were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Department. 

FOOD  POISONING 

In  all  cases  of  food  poisoning,  or  suspected  food  poisoning,  full  enquiries 
are  made  to  ascertain  the  source  of  the  infection.  If  any  suspected  food  is 
available  samples  are  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination. 
Contamination  by  rodents  is  also  fully  investigated. 

During  the  year  26  cases  were  notified.  Of  these  cases,  20  were 
considered  to  be  due  to  Staphylococcal  (Enterotoxic)  food  poisoning,  in  2 
cases  Salm. .  typhi-murium  were  isolated  and  in  the  remaining  4  cases  no 
organisms  were  obtained. 

There  were  two  outbreaks  considered  as  due  to  Staphylococcal  infection 
and  4  individual  cases.  The  following  are  the  details  :  — 

(1)  A  shop  keeper  reported  that  a  number  of  customers  had  complained 
of  feeling  ill  after  consuming  corned  beef  purchased  from  her  shop. 
Investigations  were  immediately  instituted  and  it  was  ascertained 
that  11  persons  resident  in  the  borough  and  1  resident  in  the 
adjacent  district  of  Shaw  had  developed  symptoms.  In  one  case 
the  illness  was  so  severe  that  the  patient  was  admitted  to  hospital 
as  a  suspected  perforated  peptic  ulcer.  Samples  of  the  corned 
beef  were  obtained  and  cultures  gave  a  pure  growth  of  Staph. 
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aureus  and  this  organism  was  also  isolated  from  the  faeces  of  three 
patients.  Organisms  obtained  from  one  of  the  patients  and  from 
the  corned  beef  gave  identical  phage  re-actions  and  both  strains 
belonged  to  Group  III.  The  employees  in  the  shop  were  fully 
investigated  bacteriologically  and  no  pathogenic  organisms  were 
isolated.  The  first  symptoms  developed  in  patients  who  had 
consumed  the  meat,  one  and  a  half  hours  after  the  tin  had  been 
opened.  It  is  the  considered  view  that  the  meat  was  contaminated 
at  the  time  the  tin  was  opened. 

(2)  In  July  a  local  practitioner  reported  to  the  Health  Department, 
Chadderton,  that  4  of  his  patients  had  been  taken  ill  with  gastro 
enteritis  and  it  was  thought  that  the  cause  was  cooked  meat 
prepared  and  sold  by  a  local  butcher.  On  enquiry  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  Chadderton,  ascertained  that  4  of  the  cases 
were  in  his  district  and  6  were  Oldham  residents.  Full  enquiries 
and  bacteriological  investigations  were  made  and  Staph,  aureus 
were  isolated  from  4  Chadderton  patients  but  no  organisms  from 
the  Oldham  cases.  Specimens  of  faeces  from  the  butcher  and  his 
family  and  swabs  from  the  nose  and  recent  scars  from  the  finger 
and  thumb  of  the  butcher  were  sent  for  examination  and  Staph, 
aureus  were  isolated  from  the  thumb  and  faeces  of  the  butcher. 
Unfortunately  the  phage  types  from  the  butcher  and  the  patients 
were  not  identical  so  the  definite  source  of  infection  was  not 
ascertained. 

(3)  A  male  aged  48  years  was  admitted  to  hospital  with  profuse 
diarrhoea  and  vomiting  and  Staph,  aureus  were  isolated  from  the 
faeces.  On  enquiry  his  son  had  had  similar  symptoms  and  Staph, 
aureus  were  also  isolated  from  his  faeces.  The  organisms  were 
phage  typed  and  belonged  to  Group  III. 

(4)  A  male  aged  51  years  was  admitted  to  hospital  with  profuse 
diarrhoea  and  vomiting.  No  organisms  were  isolated  from  the 
faeces.  Investigation  revealed  that  he  had  eaten  potted  meat 
sandwiches  prepared  overnight  and  cultures  of  the  potted  meat 
gave  a  growth  of  Staph,  aureus. 

The  following  are  particulars  of  the  2  cases  of  Salm.  typhi-murium 
infection  :  — 

Following  a  case  of  Sonne  dysentery  in  an  industrial  nursery,  a 
child  aged  16  months  was  reported  absent  with  diarrhoea.  On 
investigation  a  specimen  of  faeces  was  reported  Salm.  typhi-murium 
(Type  Bl)  positive. 

A  male  infant  aged  3  years  was  admitted  to  hospital  with  acute 
diarrhoea  and  Salm.  typhi-murium  (Type  B4d)  were  isolated  from 
the  faeces. 

The  4  cases  in  which  no  organisms  were  isolated  occurred  in  three 
households.  Each  patient  gave  a  history  of  diarrhoea  after  consumption  of 
a  particular  article  of  food  but  after  full  enquiry  and  investigation  no 
organisms  were  isolated. 


TABLE  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  CASES  OF  CERTAIN  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  AND  THE  DEATHS  REGISTERED 

FROM  THESE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  SEVERAL  MONTHS  OF  THE  YEAR. 
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Smallpox  ...  None.  Para-Typhoid  ...  None. 

Typhoid  ...  None.  Puerperal  Pyrexia  45  cases. 


TABLE  SHOWING  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  AND  DEATHS  REGISTERED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1954. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

During  the  year  the  Chest  Clinics  at  Barker  Street,  Oldham,  and  at 
Brook  Street,  Chadderton,  were  transferred  to  new  premises  in  the 
Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  Annexe.  Out-patient  diagnosis  and 
preventive  work  is  carried  out  at  the  Chest  Clinic  and  in-patient  treatment 
is  provided  at  Strinesdale  Sanatorium  and  other  hospitals  and  sanatoria 
outside  the  Borough,  details  of  which  are  given  in  the  table  “  Sanatorium 
and  Hospital  Treatment.” 

Deaths 

The  number  of  deaths  registered,  26  (24  pulmonary  and  2  non- 
pulmonary),  gives  a  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  of  0.22  (0.20 
pulmonary  and  0.02  non-pulmonary)  compared  with  16  (14  pulmonary  and 
2  non-pulmonary)  and  a  rate  of  0.14  (0.12  pulmonary  and  0.02  non- 
pulmonary)  for  the  previous  year. 


The  Tuberculosis  Register 

The  number  of  accepted  cases  on  the  Register  at  the  31st  December 
was  705. 


During  the  year  118  cases  were  removed  for  the  following  reasons : 


1.  Recovered  . 

2.  Removal  out  . 

3.  Not  desiring  further  treatment 

4.  Lost  sight  of  . 

5.  Diagnosis  not  confirmed  . 

6.  Died  . 


52  or  44.07%  of  total  removals. 
29  ^ 

or  32.20%  of  total  removals. 


28  or  23.73%  of  total  removals. 


Of  the  52  recovered  cases,  31  were  pulmonary  (23  or  74.19%  minus,  3 
or  9.68%  R.B.l,  4  or  12.90%  R.B.2.,  and  1  or  3.23%  R.B.3). 


Of  the  28  cases  that  died,  8  (all  pulmonary)  died  from  causes  other 
than  tuberculosis. 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

New  Cases 

There  were  70  new  cases  placed  on  the  register  compared  with  82  for 


the  previous  year.  These  were  classified  as  follows  :  — 

R.A.l.  (Early  cases,  sputum  negative  or  absent)  .  26 

R.A.2.  (Intermediate  cases,  sputum  negative  or  absent)  12 

R.A.3.  (Advanced  cases,  sputum  negative  or  absent)  .  3 

R.B.l.  (Early  cases,  sputum  positive!  .  8 

R.B.2.  (Intermediate  cases,  sputum  positive)  .  12 

R.B.3.  (Advanced  cases,  sputum  positive)  .  9 


In  addition,  4  other  cases  came  to  notice  but  were  not  placed  on  the 
register. 

Deaths 

During  the  year  24  patients,  including  3  cases  notified  posthumously, 
compared  with  14  for  the  previous  year,  died  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 
This  represents  a  death  rate  of  0.20  per  thousand  of  the  population. 

In  addition,  8  pulmonary  cases  died  from  causes  other  than  tuberculosis. 
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Of  these  24  deaths,  6,  or  25  per  cent,  had  been  notified  more  than  five 
years.  A  further  3,  or  12.50  per  cent,  had  been  notified  three  to  five  years, 
whilst  7,  or  29.17  per  cent,  died  within  one  to  three  years  after  notification. 
The  remaining  8,  or  33.33  per  cent,  occurred  within  one  year  of  coming  to 
notice  and  included  4  which  escaped  statutory  notification,  3  being  notified 
posthumously,  and  one  coming  to  notice  through  the  Local  Registrar’s 
Return.  The  following  table  shows  the  length  of  time  between  notification 


and  death  of  the  remaining  4  :  — 

Under  1  week  . . .  - 

1  to  4  weeks  .  2 

1  to  2  months  .  - 

2  to  3  months  .  1 

3  to  6  months  .  1 

6  to  9  months  . .  - 


9  to  12  months  .  - 

Thus,  of  the  24  patients  dying  during  the  year,  18,  or  75  per  cent,  died 
within  5  years  of  coming  to  notice. 


Non- Pulmonary  Tiihercuiosis 
New  Cases 

The  number  of  new  cases  placed  on  the  register  during  the  year  was 
23.  In  addition,  2  other  cases  came  to  notice.  This  compares  with  20  for 
the  previous  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  localisation  of  the  disease  in  these 


cases  :  — 

Bones  and  Joints  .  8 

Abdomen  .  3 

Meninges  .  - 

Peripheral  Glands  . .  9 

Other  Organs  .  2 

Skin  .  1 

Generalised  .  - 


23 


Deaths 

There  were  2  deaths,  the  same  number  as  in  the  previous  year.  This 
represents  a  death  rate  of  0.02  per  thousand  of  the  population.  The  causes 
of  death  as  stated  on  the  death  certificates,  were  :  — 

1.  I  (a)  Miliary  Tuberculosis. 

2.  I  (a)  Toxaemia. 

(b)  Chronic  discharging  abscess  Rt.  Loin  probably 
tuberculous. 

Both  of  these  cases  came  to  notice  through  the  Local  Registrar’s 
return. 


Summary  of  New  Cases  and  Deaths  during  the  Year. 


Age  Groups 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonarv 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Male 

Fem. 

Male 

Fem. 

Male 

Fem. 

Male 

Fem. 

0  to  1 

1  to  5 

1 

3 

2 

•  .  . 

•  .  . 

5  to  10  . 

1 

o 

2 

3 

.  .  . 

10  to  15  . 

1 

1 

1 

... 

•  .  . 

... 

15  to  20  . 

4 

5 

1 

2 

... 

... 

20  to  25  . 

4 

4 

1 

•  •  • 

25  to  35  . 

6 

8 

1 

2 

3 

3 

35  to  45  . 

6 

3 

1 

1 

2 

... 

1 

45  to  55  . 

9 

o 

2 

1 

5 

,  ,  , 

1 

55  to  65  . 

5 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

3 

1 

,  ,  , 

65  plus 

3 

1 

1 

1 

4 

9 

W 

... 

Totals 

40 

30 

9 

14 

18 

6 

1 

1 

1954  .  70  ...  23  ...  24  ...  2 

1953  .  83  ...  20  ...  14  ...  2 

1952  .  133  ...  21  ...  35  ...  8 

1951  .  104  ...  20  ...  32  ...  5 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  occupations  of  the  new  cases  :  — 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulm. 


Apprentice  Draughtsman  .  1  - 

Apprentice  Joiner  .  -  1 

Assistant  Storekeeper  .  1  - 

Boilerman  .  1  - 

Bricklayer  .  1  - 

Builder  .  1  - 

’Bus  Conductor  .  1  - 

Clerks  .  4 

Cook  .  1 

Cotton  Operatives  .  13  5 

Doctor  .  -  1 

Engineers,  Fitters,  &c .  7 

Heavy  Goods  Driver  .  1  — 

Household  Duties  .  4  2 

Labourers  .  2  - 

Machinists  .  2  - 

Meter  Tester  .  1 

Motor  Driver  .  1 


I 
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Pulmonary 


Nurses  .  2 

Policeman  .  1 

Pre-School  Children  .  4 

Publicans  .  2 

Retired  .  2 

School  Children  .  5 

Shop  Assistants .  4 

Student  Pharmacists  .  1 

Unemployed  .  7 

Wire  Winder  . 

Total  .  70 


Non-Pulm. 

2 

7 

1 

3 

1 

23 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS,  1952. 
Part  1. — Summary  of  Notifications  during  the  year. 

Formal  Notifications. 
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CANCER 

The  number  of  deaths  attributed  to  cancer  shows  a  decrease  of  11 
compared  with  1953. 

The  figures  for  the  last  five  years  are  as  follows: — 


1950  . 

.  278 

1951  . 

.  224 

1952  . 

.  234 

1953  . 

.  296 

1954  . . 

.  285 

The  figure  for  1954  includes  21  deaths  occurring  in  the  Boundary  Park 
General  Hospital  Annexe,  a  chronic  sick  hospital  which,  under  the  revised 
procedure  relating  to  transferable  deaths  of  the  Registrar-General — 
operative  from  the  1st  January,  1953 — is  regarded  as  the  normal  place  of 
residence  of  all  persons  dying  therein. 

/ 

The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  all 
persons  who  were  certified  as  dying  from  cancer  during  the  year: — 


Ages 

Males 

Females 

Total 

0-15  . 

1 

1 

15-25  . . . 

.  — 

— 

25-35  . . 

3 

3 

6 

35-45  . . 

4 

6 

10 

45-55  . . . 

22 

16 

38 

55-65  . . . 

45 

40 

85 

65-75  . 

50 

38 

88 

75+  . 

29 

28 

57 

Totals  ... 

154 

131 

285 

Localisation  of  the  Disease 

(Classified  in  accordance  with  the  Manual  of  the  International 
Statistical  Classification  of  Diseases,  Injuries  and  Causes  of  Death). 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Buccal  Cavity  and  Pharynx  (140-148) 

(140)  Lip  . . 

(141)  Tongue  . 3 

(142)  Salivary  gland  . 1 

(143)  Floor  of  mouth  . 

(144)  Other  parts  of  mouth  and  mouth  unspecified  .  1 

(145)  Oral  mesopharynx  . 

(146)  Nasopharynx  .  1 

(147)  Hypopharynx  .  2 

(148)  Pharynx  unspecified  . 


Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Digestive  Organs  and  Peritoneum  (150-159) 


(150)  Oesophagus  . 8 

(151)  Stomach  .  58 

(152)  Small  intestine,  including  duodenum  .  1 

(153)  Large  intestine,  except  rectum  .  30 

(154)  Rectum  . 17 
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(155)  Biliary  passages  and  of  liver  (stated  to  be  primary  site)  .  3 

(156)  Liver  (secondary  and  unspecified)  .  1 

(157)  Pancreas  . 11 

(158)  Peritoneum  . 3 

(159)  Unspecified  digestive  organs  . 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Respiratory  System  (160-165) 

(160)  Nose,  nasal  cavities,  middle  ear  and  accessory  sinuses  . 

(161)  Larynx  . 5 

(162)  Trachea,  and  of  bronchus  and  lung  specified  as  primary  .  4 

(163)  Lung  and  bronchus,  unspecified  as  to  whether  primary  or 

secondary  . 46 

(164)  Mediastinum  . . 

(165)  Thoracic  organs  (secondary)  . 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Breast  and  Genito-Urinary  Organs  (170-181) 

(170)  Breast  .  20 

(171)  Cervix  uteri  .  7 

(172)  Corpus  uteri  . 1 

(173)  Other  parts  of  uterus,  including  chorionepithelioma  . 

(174)  Uterus,  unspecified  .  6 

(175)  Ovary,  fallopian  tube  and  broad  ligament  .  7 

(176)  Other  and  unspecified  female  genital  organs  .  2 

(177)  Prostate  . .  8 

(178)  Testis  .  1 

(179)  Other  and  unspecified  male  genital  organs  .  1 

(180)  Kidney  .  5 

(181)  Bladder  and  other  urinary  organs  . .  9 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  other  and  Unspecified  Sites  (190-199) 

(190)  Skin  (melanoma)  . . 

(191)  Skin  . 2 

(192)  Eye  . . . 

(193)  Brain  and  other  parts  of  nervous  system  . . 

(194)  Thyroid  gland  . . 

(195)  Other  endocrine  glands  . 

(196)  Bone  (including  jaw  bone)  . 2 

(197)  Connective  tissue  . 1 

(198)  Lymph  nodes  (secondary  and  unspecified)  .  3 

(199)  Other  and  unspecified  sites  .  10 

Neoplasms  of  Lymphatic  and  Haematopoietic  Tissues  (200-205) 

(200)  Lymphosarcoma  and  Reticulosarcoma  . 1 

Benign  Neoplasms  (210-229)  . 

Neoplasm  of  Unspecified  Nature  (230-239) 

(237)  Neoplasm  of  unspecified  nature  of  brain  and  other  parts  of 

nervous  system  . 4 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES 

The  following  figures  relate  to  Oldham  patients  attending  for  the  first 
time  at  a  treatment  centre  and  are  extracted  from  records  received  from 
the  Consultant  Venerologist  in  charge  of  the  Centre  :  — 


i 

Oldham 

Rochdale 

Salford 

Liverpool 

Stockport 

Huddersfield 

Ashton-u-Lyne 

o3 

4-> 

S 

Syphilis  . 

20 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

20 

Gonorrhoea  . 

23 

3 

... 

2 

... 

... 

1 

29 

Non-Venereal  and 

Undiagnosed 

Conditions  . 

159 

6 

2 

... 

3 

1 

... 

171 

Total  . 

202 

9 

2 

. 

2 

3 

1 

1 

220 
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SECTION  VI 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Waterworks  Engineer  and  General  Manager  (Mr.  C.  Busfield)  has 
kindly  supplied  the  following  particulars  :  — 

“  During  the  year  1954  a  constant  supply  of  potable  water,  generally 
of  a  high  standard  of  purity,  was  maintained  to  all  premises  within  the 
Department’s  area  of  supply,  which  are  supplied  through  the  Department’s 
distribution  system. 

Practically  all  dwellinghouses  within  the  Department’s  area  of  supply, 
numbering  about  69,200,  are  connected  direct  to  this  Department’s  mains, 
and  very  few  indeed  are  now  supplied  by  means  of  common  stand  pipes. 
The  estimated  population  in  the  Department’s  area  of  supply  is  205,000. 

The  pH  value  of  the  water  supplied  from  the  Piethorne  and  Hanging 
Lees  sources,  which  is  unfiltered,  varied  between  6.4  and  7.2.  The  pH  value 
of  the  water  supplied  from  the  Castleshaw  source,  which  is  filtered,  ranged 
between  6.3  and  7.8,  and  the  pH  value  of  the  water  supplied  from  the 
Readycon  Dean  source,  which  is  also  filtered,  varied  between  6.4  and  8.3. 
Measures  were  taken  as  required  to  counteract  occasional  increases  in  the 
acidity  of  the  water  and  no  cases  of  contamination  by  lead  were  noted. 

The  potable  water  from  all  sources  is  continuously  sterilised  by  the 
addition  of  chlorine  and  ammonia  before  passing  into  the  distribution 
system.  All  water  from  the  Department’s  two  reservoirs  at  Strinesdale. 
which  is  utilised  for  trade  purposes  only,  is  sterilised  also  by  the  addition 
of  chlorine. 

During  the  year  samples  of  water  collected  at  source  were  submitted 


for  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination 

as  follows 

:  — 

Reservoir 

Chemical 

Bacteriological 

Remarks 

Piethorne 

Raw  Water  . 

20 

0 

B.  Coli  per  100  ml. 

28 

1-10 

yy  y  f 

12 

11-50 

M  M 

4 

Above  50 

M  >> 

After  Sterilisation  ... 

4 

52 

0 

> }  >> 

6 

1-10 

yy 

Hanging  Lees 

Raw  Water  . 

3 

0 

B.  Coli  per  100  ml. 

2 

1-10 

M  yy 

After  Sterilisation  ... 

4 

12 

0 

yy  yy 

Castleshaw 

Raw  Water  . 

2 

0 

B.  Coli  per  100  ml. 

2 

1-10 

yy  yy 

After  Sterilisation  ... 

4 

11 

0 

% 

yy  yy 

1 

1-10 

yy  yy 

Readycon  Dean 

Raw  Water  . 

2 

0 

B.  Coli  per  100  ml. 

3 

1-10 

yy  yy 

1 

11-50 

yy  yy 

After  Sterilisation  . . 

4 

12 

0 

yy 

yy  yy 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  Taylor,  the  Sewage  Works  Manager,  for  the 
following  report:  — 

“  The  main  drainage  works  treats  the  whole  of  the  sewage  and  admixed 
trades  wastes  from  the  County  Borough,  together  with  the  sewage  of  the 
whole  of  the  adjoining  Urban  District  of  Lees. 

The  method  of  treatment  is  as  follows — detritus  tanks,  sedimentation 
tanks,  partial  activated  sludge  treatment,  followed  by  percolating  filters 
and  humus  tanks.  Sludge  produced  is  treated  in  heated  sludge  digestion 
tanks. 

On  the  1st  April  the  Sewage  Works  at  Bardsley  belonging  to  the 
Limehurst  Rural  District  Council  was  taken  over  by  the  Department,  the 
method  of  treatment  at  these  Works  being  detritus  tanks,  precipitation 
tanks  (two  in  number),  and  four  small  percolating  filters  followed  by  humus 
tanks.  The  final  effluent  is  discharged  into  the  River  Medlock. 

The  purification  plant  for  most  of  the  year  gave  well  clarified  effluents, 
heavy  periodic  rainfalls  helping  considerably  in  keeping  up  the  high 
standard.  During  periods  of  hot  dry  weather  difficulty  was  experienced  in 
maintaining  a  satisfactory  and  well  flocculated  sludge  in  the  activated 
sludge  plant.  The  sludge  in  the  partial  plant  has  a  distinct  tendency  to 
deteriorate  at  certain  times  during  a  year,  especially  if  the  sludge 
concentration  after  admixture  with  sewage  is  allowed  to  exceed  3  to  4  per 
cent.  Unfortunately,  at  this  low  concentration  the  best  results  are  not 
obtained  from  the  units. 

Air  to  the  activated  sludge  units  is  passed  through  porous  tiles  placed 
in  the  bottom  of  the  tanks  and  during  the  middle  of  the  year  the  air 
distribution  was  so  poor  it  was  decided  to  remove  entirely  the  air-pipes, 
air-tiles  and  holding  trays  for  a  thorough  cleaning  and  overhaul.  The  work 
had  not  been  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year,  but  it  was  obvious  that  in 
spite  of  yearly  maintenance,  the  materials  after  seventeen  years  in  use  were 
coming  to  the  end  of  their  useful  life  and  would  shortly  have  to  be  replaced 
with  more  modem  equipment.  The  mechanisms  on  the  plant  separating 
tanks  were  also  well  treated  with  thick  bitumastic  for  the  first  time  to  try 
to  arrest  corrosion. 

Ponding  on  the  filters  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  was  put  down  to 
excessive  sewage  flows  during  cold  weather.  The  ponding  soon  cleared  in 
the  Spring.  Final  effluents  from  the  filters,  although  well  clarified,  did 
not,  for  some  reason,  maintain  a  high  standard  of  nitrification.  Lack  of 
adequate  capacity  in  the  final  humus  tanks  did  occasionally  spoil  an 
otherwise  good  effluent  by  discharging  excessive  suspended  solids. 

Insecticides  were  used  on  individual  filters  throughout  the  year  for  the 
control  of  the  “  Anisopus  ”  fly.  This  year  we  appeared  to  be  a  little  more 
successful  in  keeping  the  flies  down.  Owing  to  the  wet  summer  chlorination 
was  not  used  on  the  filters. 

Late  in  the  year  the  final  effluent  was  pumped  each  day  to  the  cooling 
towers  at  the  new  Electric  Power  Station  adjoining  the  Sewage  Works, 
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Several  samples  of  effluent  entering  the  River  were  taken  by  the 
Inspectors  of  the  Mersey  River  Board,  and  only  one  was  classified  as 
unsatisfactory. 

The  whole  of  the  raw  sludge  produced  in  the  settling  tanks  was  further 
treated  in  the  heated  sludge  digestion  tanks.  The  tanks  were  maintained  at 
a  temperature  of  approximately  80 °F.  and  good  digestion  was  obtained.  The 
sludge  gas  (mostly  methane)  produced  was  used  for  heating  purposes. 

During  the  cold  weather  in  January  there  was  a  definite  lag  in  the 
production  of  sludge  gas.  To  try  to  overcome  this  lag,  hot  digested  sludge 
was  pumped  into  the  sewage  inflow  to  inoculate  the  new  raw  sludge  in  the 
settling  tanks.  The  mixed  sludge,  on  being  afterwards  fed  to  the  digesters, 
gave  a  continuous  yield  of  sludge  gas.  This  method  of  working  could  only 
be  used  for  a  short  time  and  in  very  cold  weather  as  it  had  an  adverse 
effect  on  the  resulting  tank  effluent. 

Heavy  rain  prevented  much  removal  of  sludge  cake  from  the  sludge 
drying  beds,  but  when  sludge  could  be  removed  it  was  again  done 
mechanically.  The  demand  for  this  type  of  sludge  by  farmers  fell  off 
considerably;  whether  the  wet  weather  or  the  more  extensive  use  of 
artificial  fertilisers  was  the  cause  is  unknown. 

There  were  36,000  tons  of  raw  sludge,  equal  to  12.2  tons  per  million 
gallons  of  sewage,  removed  from  the  settling  tanks. 

Sewage  Flow 

The  total  amount  of  sewage  received  for  treatment  during  the  year 
was  2,994,718,000  gallons,  which  is  equal  to  an  average  daily  flow  of 
8,227,000  gallons.” 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  Director  of  Public  Cleansing  (Mr.  A.  Millward)  has  kindly  supplied 
the  following  particulars:  — 

“  There  are  no  ashpits  in  the  Borough.  All  the  house  refuse  from  the 
42,840  ash  cans  is  collected  by  motor  vehicles.  81.39  per  cent  is  dealt  with 
by  tipping  under  the  controlled  system  and  the  remainder  by  separation 
and  incineration  at  the  Refuse  Disposal  Works. 

A  free  dustbin  scheme  for  the  removal  of  refuse  was  adopted  by  the 
Corporation  on  the  15th  June,  1950t  and  from  that  date  to  the  31st 
December,  1954,  19,366  dustbins  have  been  supplied. 

There  is  only  one  Refuse  Disposal  Works,  and  this  is  situated  at  Rhodes 
Bank.  The  Cleansing  and  Transport  Committee  intend  to  proceed  with  the 
erection  of  a  new  Refuse  Disposal  Works  on  the  Glodwick  Road  site  at  some 
future  date  and  this  will  replace  the  existing  works  at  Rhodes  Bank. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  number  of  pail  closets  awaiting 
conversion  was  115.  This  figure  was  increased  to  256  on  the  1st  April  when 
the  Borough  boundary  was  extended.  The  conversion  of  these  256  sanitary 
pail  closets  to  the  fresh-water  system  by  the  Borough  Engineer’s 
Department  is  retarded  owing  to  the  engineering  difficulties  which  have 
to  be  overcome, 
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A  scheme  for  an  allowance  to  be  granted  to  owners  of  houses  of  50  per 
cent  of  the  approved  estimate  of  the  cost  for  the  conversion  of  a 
waste-water  closet  to  a  fresh-water  closet  was  adopted  by  the  Corporation 
on  the  10th  December,  1951.  The  number  of  waste-water  closets  converted 
under  this  scheme  to  the  31st  December,  1954,  was  1,475,  and  of  these  619 
were  converted  during  the  year. 

There  are  208  miles  of  streets  and  passages  in  the  Borough,  cleansed 


as  follows  :  — 

Daily  . . .  25  miles 

Twice  weekly  .  127  miles 

Less  than  once  weekly  .  56  miles 


Miles  of  streets  cleansed  (exclusive  of  footpaths)  .  23,248 


Gully  Cleansing 

Number  of  gullies  . . .  19,910 

Number  of  cleansings  during  the  year  ...  119,460 

The  following  figures  indicate  the  amount  of  work  done  during  the 


year :  - — 


House  and  Trade  Refuse  Collection 


Number  of  dustbins  emptied  .  2,204,546 

Number  of  dustbins  supplied  under  free  dustbin  scheme  .  4,332 

Number  of  sanitary  pails  emptied  .  11,680 

Number  of  collections  of  garbage  .  21,996 

Number  of  loads  of  excreta  collected  .  104 

Number  of  loads  of  garbage  collected  .  747 

Number  of  tons  of  ashes  taken  to  refuse  disposal  works  .  6,521 

Number  of  tons  of  ashes  taken  to  Corporation  tips  .  28,519 

Number  of  tons  of  clinker,  etc.,  removed  from  Refuse  Disposal 

Works  .  3,482 

Number  of  tons  of  baled  tins  sold  .  292 

Number  of  tons  of  mortar  sold  .  108 


Waste-Water  Closets  and  Latrines 

Blockages  cleared  (W.W.C.s)  . 

Blockages  cleared  (Latrines)  . 

Drains  cleared  . 

Drains  found  blocked,  requiring  excavating  . 

Tippers  found  not  working  and  re-adjusted  . 

Tippers,  fittings,  etc.,  found  broken  . 

New  tippers,  fittings,  etc.,  fixed  . 

Visits  paid  flushing  latrines,  etc . 


4,691 


432 

41 

1,611 

1,222 

6,460 


Closet  Accommodation 

The  total  number  and  type  of  closets  in  the  Borough  at  the  end  of  the 


year  were  as  follows  :  — 

Fresh-water  closets  .  22,505 

Waste-water  closets  .  22,549 

Latrines : 

Houses  .  184 

Mills  . 138 

Pail  closets  .  256 
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SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS 

The  General  Superintendent  of  Baths  (Mr.  C.  Murray)  has  kindly 
supplied  the  following  particulars  :  — 

“  During  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1954,  the  water  in  the  whole 
of  the  Corporation  Swimming  Baths  has  been  maintained  in  accordance 
with  the  Ministry  of  Health  maximum  requirement  with  regard  to  marginal 
chlorination  and  maintenance  of  correct  pH  values. 

At  the  Central,  Robin  Hill,  Waterhead  and  Lowermoor  Establishments, 
where  the  chlorinating  apparatus  is  capable  of  dealing  with  the  increased 
amount  of  chlorine  necessary  for  the  operation  of  the  Breakpoint 
Chlorination  technique,  this  method  of  sterilisation  is  used  as  an  additional 
safeguard  at  peak  periods.  The  smaller  type  of  chlorinator  in  use  at  the 
Hollinwood,  Hathershaw  and  Glodwick  Baths  will  be  replaced  with  the 
larger  type  when  circumstances  permit. 

The  continued  use  of  coke  as  boiler  furnace  fuel  is  being  maintained  at 
the  Central,  Lowermoor,  Hathershaw  and  Glodwick  Establishments,  where 
the  steam  demand  allows  this  type  of  fuel  to  be  used  under  conditions  of 
reasonably  slow  combustion,  and  as  these  Establishments  are  in  close 
proximity  to  the  main  roads  in  the  town,  with  considerable  residential 
property  in  the  districts,  the  mitigation  of  the  smoke  nuisance  from  these 
boiler  plants  is  of  some  consequence  particularly  with  regard  to  Central 
Baths. 

During  the  year,  the  whole  of  the  Baths  and  Wash-house  premises  and 
appurtenances  have  been  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  hygienic  condition. 
The  swimming  pool  surrounds  and  all  floors  used  by  bathers  are  regularly 
cleaned  with  a  solution  of  sodium  hypochlorite,  an  effective  sterilising 
agent  and  a  safeguard  against  infection.” 


GENERAL,  SANITARY  INSPECTION 


To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Sir, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  report  for  the  year  1954. 

During  the  year  staff  changes  occurred  through  the  resignations  of 
Inspectors  E.  C.  Elford,  T.  T.  Boardman  and  A.  Renshaw,  and  the 
appointments  of  Inspectors  A.  P.  Mellor  and  E.  Brooks. 

In  March  the  Establishment  Committee  approved  an  increase  in 
establishment  of  two  inspectors  and  one  pupil  inspector.  This  latter- 
additional  post  was  soon  filled  and  from  June  three  pupil  sanitary  inspectors 
were  working  in  the  Department.  The  additional  vacancies  for  inspectors 
were  advertised,  but  no  suitable  applications  were  received  and  the  posts 
were  not  filled  throughout  the  year. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  pupil  sanitary  inspector  E.  Brooks  was 
successful  in  obtaining  the  qualifying  certificate  of  the  R.S.I.  and  S.I.E.J.B. 
and  Inspector  C.  Buckley  was  successful  in  obtaining  the  Meat  and  Other- 
Foods  Certificate. 
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Since  1945  there  have  been  32  changes  in  the  staff  of  sanitary  inspectors 
and  this  frequent  change  is  not  conducive  to  the  efficient  running  of  the 
Department. 

At  the  latter  end  of  the  year  three  cars  were  provided  for  the  use  of 
the  Department  and  this  transport  is  helping  to  cope  with  the  increasing 
day-to-day  work  of  the  Department. 

A  reasonably  smooth  change-over  from  control  to  de-control  of  meat 
supplies  was  effected  in  July.  Unfortunately,  however,  large  quantities  of 
meat  are  now  coming  into  the  Borough  from  other  areas  and  this  is  not 
being  inspected  by  the  Officers  of  this  Local  Authority,  as  was  the  case 
during  control  when  100  per  cent  meat  inspection  was  carried  out  by  this 
Department,  not  only  for  the  Borough  but  for  the  adjacent  districts  which 
came  within  the  Ministry’s  centralised  slaughtering  scheme. 

Some  progress  has  been  made  in  connection  with  food  hygiene 
education  but  much  more  requires  to  be  done,  having  regard  to  the  large 
number  of  food  handlers  and  food  preparation  premises  in  the  Borough. 

During  the  year  the  Committee  agreed  to  the  installation  of  a  soot 
deposit  gauge,  and  the  apparatus  was  received  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
year  and  installed  at  Werneth  Park  for  measurements  to  commence  on 
the  1st  January,  1955. 

In  conclusion,  I  am  indebted  to  yourself  and  the  members  of  the  staff 
for  the  willing  help  and  co-operation  I  have  received  during  the  year. 

Yours  respectfully, 

HAROLD  V.  CASS, 

*  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Summary  of  Work  Carried  Out  by  Sanitary  Inspectors 


During  the  year,  8,643  visits  and  1,836  re-visits,  as  shown  below,  were 
made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  connection  with  inspections  under  the 
various  Acts :  — 


General 

Visits 

Re-visits 

Total 

Accumulations  . 

43 

6 

49 

Closets- — Water  . 

116 

129 

245 

Waste-Water  . 

337 

268 

605 

Pail  . 

7 

— 

7 

Drainage  . 

469 

460 

929 

Drain  Tests  . 

437 

31 

468 

Public  Sewers  . 

148 

89 

237 

Dustbins  . 

4 

— 

4 

Entertainment  Houses  . 

2 

— 

2 

Factories  Mechanical  . 

37 

9 

46 

Non-Mechanical  . 

1 

— 

1 

Offices  and  Workplaces  . 

— 

— 

— 

Outworkers  . 

3 

— 

3 

Interviews  . 

666 

8 

674 

Keeping  of  Animals  and  Birds  . 

7 

— 

7 
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Visits 

Re-visits 

Total 

Mill  Lodges  . . 

3 

— i 

3 

Marine  Stores  . 

— 

— . 

— 

No  Access  . 

1,128 

366 

1,494 

Offensive  Trades  . . . 

1 

— 

1 

Hag  Gatherers  . 

2 

— 

2 

Rats  and  Mice  . 

581 

410 

991 

Schools  . 

2 

— 

2 

Shops  Acts  . 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  Observations  . 

261 

- — 

261 

Water  Supply  . . 

36 

32 

68 

Yards  and  Courts  . 

1 

— 

1 

Contagious  Diseases  Animals  Act  . 

57 

— 

57 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings  . 

31 

1 

32 

Housing  Applications  . 

— 

— 

— 

Common  Lodging  Houses  . 

5 

- — • 

5 

Smoke  Abatement  Visits  . 

41 

— 

41 

Other  Atmospheric  Pollution  . 

3 

- — 

3 

Exhumations  and  Re-Burials  . 

4 

- — - 

4 

Pet  Animals  Act  . 

5 

— 

5 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  . 

10 

13 

23 

Overcrowding  . 

34 

— 

34 

• 

Rag  Flock  Act  . 

25 

— . 

25 

Destructor  . . 

1 

— 

1 

Miscellaneous  . 

Food  Premises 

523 

2 

525 

Slaughterhouses  . 

1,203 

— 

1,203 

Meat  Shops  . 

170 

— 

170 

Markets  . 

87 

- — 

87 

Food  Preparation  Premises  . 

77 

— 

77 

Ice  Cream  Premises  . 

88 

— 

88 

Restaurants  and  Cafes  . 

37 

— 

37 

Fish  Fryers  . 

11 

— 

11 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  . 

20 

- — 

20 

Grocers  . . . 

251 

1 

252 

Greengrocers  . 

11 

— 

11 

Cold  Stores  . 

2 

— 

2 

Licensed  Premises  . 

— 

— 

— 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  . 

127 

— 

127 

Dairies  . 

89 

— 

89 

Milk  Shops  . 

4 

— 

4 

Bakehouses — Mechanical  . 

262 

2 

264 

Non-Mechanical  . 

3 

— 

3 

Food  and  Drugs  . 

405 

— 

405 

Street  Vendors  . 

— 

— 

— 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  . 

14 

1 

15 

Infectious  Diseases — Inquiries  . 

173 

6 

179 

Food  Poisoning  . 

38 

2 

40 

Special  Visits — Tinned  Cream  . 

540 

— 

540 

8,643 

1,836 

10,479 
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Summary  of  Action  Taken  and  Work  Carried  Out 

Number  of  Cases  Taken  in  Court  . 

Number  of  Cases  Reported  to  Committee  . 

Number  of  Complaints  Received  . 

Matters  Referred  to  Other  Departments  . 

Number  of  Letters  to  Owners,  etc . 

Number  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  Issued  . 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  Served  . 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  Served  . 

Disrepair 

Roofs  Repaired  or  Renewed  . 

Walls  and  Chimneys  Repaired  or  Rebuilt  . 

Wall  Plaster  Repaired  or  Renewed.  . 

Ceiling  Plaster  Repaired  or  Renewed  . 

Floors  Repaired  or  Relaid  . 

Windows  Repaired  . . 

Extra  Lighting  Provided  . 

Ventilation  Provided  or  Improved  . 

Ranges  or  Fireplaces  Repaired,  Re-Set  or  Renewed 

Staircases  Repaired  or  Renewed  . 

Handrails  Provided  or  Repaired  . 

Doors  Repaired  . 

Washing  Accommodation  Provided  or  Repaired  . 

Rooms  Cleansed  or  Redecorated  . 

Contents  of  Rooms  Cleansed  or  Destroyed  . 

Dampness  Remedied— Rising  . 

Penetrating  . 

Outbuildings  Repaired  . . . 

Courts,  Yards  and  Passages  Paved  or  Repaved  . 

Cleansed  . 

Food  Stores  Provided  or  Altered  . 

Septic  Tanks  Cleansed  . 

Sanitary  Defects 

Drainage — Cleansed  . 

Repaired  or  Altered  . 

Reconstructed  . 

Provided  . 

Public  Sewers— Cleansed  . 

Repaired  or  Altered  . 

Reconstructed  . 

Eaves  Gutters  Repaired  or  Renewed,  Cleansed  . 

Rain  Water  Pipes — Repaired  or  Renewed  . 

Disconnected  . 

Sinks  Renewed  or  Provided  . 

Sink  Waste  Pipes  Repaired  or  Renewed  . 

Water  Closets — Provided  . 

Repaired  . 

Cleansed  . 

Waste-Water  Closets — Repaired  . 

Cleansed  . 


1,906 

2,301 

696 

1,300 

40 

2,070 

593 


236 

111 

100 

53 

28 

65 

3 

35 

36 


51 

1 

3 


7 

3 

2 


3 

9 

1 


165 

203 

28 

3 

9 

2 

141 

86 

14 

12 

22 

7 

65 

16 

121 

16 


Closets  Converted  to  Water  Closets  (or  abolished)— /Latrine  . 

Pails  . 

Waste- Water  .... 

Other  Closets— Provided  . 

Repaired  . 

Cleansed  . 

Soil  Pipes  Repaired  or  Renewed  . 

Water  Supply  Provided  or  Improved  . 

Miscellaneous 

Nuisances  Abated — Animals  and  Birds  . 

Accumulations  . 

Other  Conditions  . 
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Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948 

In  accordance  with  Section  128  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  the  following 
particulars  under  Part  I  and  Part  VIII  of  that  Act  are  submitted: — 


I. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


M/c. 

line 

No. 

(2) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(3) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(4) 

Written 

notices 

(5) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(6) 

(i) 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities  ... 

1 

N.Mech. 

79 

1 

) 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  ... 

9 

•mi 

Mech . 
617 

46 

f  i3 
) 

- 

(iii) 

Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (exclud¬ 
ing  out- workers  premises) 

3 

...  1 

TOTAL  . 

696 

47 

13  i 

... 

II. — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


M/c. 

line 

No. 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H  M.  By  H.M. 
Inspector  Inspector 

cases  in 

which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5)  (6) 

(?) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  ... 

4 

... 

... 

... 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

5 

... 

•  •  • 

. . . 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3)... 

6 

... 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.l) 

7 

... 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

8 

... 

. . . 

... 

.  .  . 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient... 

9 

.  .  . 

...  ... 

(6)  Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

10 

... 

17 

.  .  . 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

a 

... 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

12 

... 

.  .  . 

TOTAL  . 

60 

... 

17 

... 
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Outworkers 

Two  lists  relating  to  ten  outworkers  were  received  during  the  year 
relating  to  the  following  :  — 

M/cr.  Line 
No. 

13  Wearing  apparel,  making,  etc. 


Oldham  Corporation  Act,  1925/ — Section  233  -Contravention 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  against  a  person  for  using  a  caravan 
in  the  Borough  for  human  habitation  without  application  and  approval.  He 
subsequently  requested  permission  to  transfer  the  caravan  to  another  site 
in  the  Borough,  but  this  was  not  considered  suitable  and  the  application 
was  refused. 


Offensive  Trades 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  20  offensive  trades  carried  on 
in  the  Borough.  During  the  year  4  tripe  boilers  discontinued,  leaving  16 
offensive  trades  carried  on  at  the  end  of  the  year  as  follows  :  — 


Tripe  Boilers  .  3 

Marine  Stores  . .  8 

Gut  Scrapers  .  2 

Hide  and  Skin  Depot  .  1 

Chemical  Works  .  2 


Common  Lodging  Houses 

No  new  premises  were  registered  during  the  year.  There  are  4  premises 
registered  with  accommodation  for  68  men.  No  premises  are  registered  for 
the  accommodation  of  women. 


Bakehouses 

There  were  283  bakehouses  on  the  register  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 
No  premises  were  registered  during  the  year  and  none  discontinued.  In 
April,  14  premises  were  transferred  to  the  Borough  as  a  result  of  the 
extension  of  the  Borough. 

One  basement  bakehouse  remains  in  use,  the  Council  having  renewed 
the  certificate  permitting  its  use  for  a  further  period  of  5  years  from  the 
1st  October,  1954. 

During  the  year  267  visits  were  paid  to  bakehouses.  The  majority  of 
the  premises  are  maintained  in  a  reasonably  satisfactory  condition. 


The  Hag  Clock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

No  new  premises  were  registered  or  licensed  during  the  year.  In  three 
cases  the  licence  was  renewed. 


The  following  particulars  refer  to  premises  registered  and  licensed  at 


the  end  of  the  year:  — 

REGISTERED  PREMISES  I 

(a)  for  manufacture  of  bedding  .  2 

(b)  for  upholstering  .  4 
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Licensed  Premises  : 

(a)  for  manufacture  of  rag  flock  .  0 

(b)  for  storage  of  rag  flock  .  3 


There  were  25  visits  made  under  the  above  Act. 

There  were  19  samples  of  rag  flock  and  other  filling  materials  taken 
during  the  year  and  all  conformed  with  the  Regulation. 


Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954 
Certificates  of  Disrepair 

This  Act  became  operative  on  the  30th  August.  From  the  operative 
date  129  applications  from  tenants  for  certificates  of  disrepair  were 
received.  These  were  dealt  with  as  follows  :  — 


Certificates  recommended  .  119 

Not  recommended  .  2 

Withdrawn  .  8 


No  certificates  of  disrepair  were  revoked  during  the  year. 

Smoke  Abatement 

The  Council  has  adopted  the  model  Byelaw  which  regulates  the  emission 
of  black  smoke  by  prescribing  that  “  for  the  purposes  of  Sub-Section  (iv) 
of  Section  103  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  the  emission  of  such  smoke 
from  a  chimney  of  any  building,  other  than  a  private  house,  for  more  than 
two  minutes  in  any  period  of  thirty  minutes,  shall,  until  the  contrary  is 
proved,  be  deemed  to  be  a  statutory  nuisance  and  a  smoke  nuisance.” 

-During  the  year  262  smoke  observations  of  thirty  minutes  duration  were 
taken.  The  extent  of  the  emission  of  black  smoke  was  as  follows:  — 


No  black  smoke  .  198 

Under  1  minute  .  24 

1  to  2  minutes  .  32 

2  to  3  minutes  .  4 

3  to  4  minutes  .  1 

Over  4  minutes  .  3 


In  the  cases  where  excessive  quantities  of  heavy  and  black  smoke  were 
being  emitted,  the  managers  and  steam  engineers  of  the  firms  concerned 
were  interviewed  and  an  improvement  effected. 

Investigation  of  Atmospheric  Pollution 

The  scheme  for  the  investigation  of  atmospheric  pollution  as  described 
in  the  Report  for  1950  was  continued.  The  Manchester  and  District  Regional 
Smoke  Abatement  Committee  acts  as  agent  for  the  participating  local 
authorities  and  re-charges  the  cost  of  the  scheme  on  the  basis  of  rateable 

value. 

The  analyses  obtained  are  published  in  the  Atmospheric  Pollution 
Bulletin  of  the  Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research,  and  the 
following  figures  show  the  results  obtained  in  Oldham  and  the  neighbouring 
towns.  At  present  the  only  estimation  made  is  that  of  sulphur  dioxide. 


109 


SULPHUR  POLLUTION— LEAD  PEROXIDE  METHOD 
Mgm.  Sulphur  Trioxide  per  100  sq.  cms.  exposed  surface  per  day 


t 

J  an . 

Feb. 

Mar. 

A  pril 

May 

June 

July  ^ 

Aug. 

Sept 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

OLDHAM  | 

Alexandra  Park 

3.57 

4.57 

2.86 

2.44 

2.19 

1.60 

1.96 

1  65 

2.11 

2.53 

2.71 

3.68 

Haven  Lane  1 

2.97 

5.43 

2.75 

1.95 

— 

1.48 

1.25 

1.22 

1.55 

2.32 

2.45 

3.13 

Horsedge  St. 

4.9+ 

4.62 

4.78 

3.29  ' 

2  83 

2.35 

2.58 

2.7S 

3.08 

4.35 

5.63 

5.57 

Westhulme  Hospital  . 

3.96 

4.75 

3.6  7 

2.49 

2.25 

1.76 

1.62 

1.73 

2.49 

3.48 

3.98 

4.20 

West]  an  ds 

5.37 

3.43  ! 

4.02 

3.63 

2.91 

2.28 

2.61 

2,28 

3.11 

3.87 

4.90 

5.36 

CHADDERTON 

Birch  Lane 

2.84 

3.11 

2.66 

1.30 

1.38 

1.19 

1.04 

1  03 

1.57 

2.41 

2.63 

2.70 

Grammar  School 

4.55 

5.65 

4,43 

2.74 

— 

2.03 

1.92 

1.89 

3.14 

4  25 

4.79 

4.88 

CROMPTON 

1.91 

2.26 

Shaw,  Croft.  Bank 

2.46 

2.84 

2.53 

1.56 

1.31 

0.96 

1.59 

1  75 

1.23 

2.29 

Shaw,  Home  Farm 

2.99 

3.70 

3.11 

1.96 

1.66 

1.85 

1.86 

1.47 

— 

3.79 

3.00 

3.84 

FAILS  WORTH 

3.10 

2.91 

3.24 

Highways  Depot 

4.26 

3.74 

2.68 

2.50 

1.94 

2.31 

1.99 

2.48 

3.52 

HYDE 

2.07 

2.48 

Birch  House  Yard 

3.59 

3.88 

3.02 

2.31 

2.03 

1.66 

1.65 

1  41 

1.69 

2.48 

Reservoir 

3.05 

3.00 

2.39 

2.06 

1.93 

1.21 

1.40 

1.28 

1.41 

1.59 

2.04 

2.53 

LEES 

Cemetery 

2.57 

2.87 

2.11 

1.76 

1.48 

1.04 

0.99 

0,95 

1.07 

1.40 

1.90 

2.23 

MIDDLETON 

Thorn  ham  School 

3.48 

4.15 

3.33 

2.00 

1.84 

1.62 

1.85 

]  40 

_ 

— 

_ J' 

Town  Hall 

2.74 

3.38 

2.65 

1.68 

1.31 

0.96 

0.75 

0.64 

0.96 

1.70 

2.20 

2.43 

ROYTON 

3.45 

3.83 

Hanging  Chadder  Farm 

4.01 

4.51 

3.64 

2.15 

2.28 

1.89 

1.55 

1  76 

2.40 

3.83 

Royton  Park 

3.15 

3.63 

3.05 

1.94 

1.83 

1.49 

1.40 

1,24 

2.07 

4.68 

3. 33 

3.68 

£T  ALY  BR  5  DGE 

2.45 

2.93 

Market  Ground 

3.71 

3.40 

2.95 

2.50 

2.23 

1.85 

2.03 

1,73 

2.13 

3.49 

Oakfield 

3.59 

3.25 

2.76 

2.03 

2.16 

1.97 

1  93 

1.35 

2.77 

1 .33 

2.93 

3.20 

ASHTON 

Grasmere,  Stockport  Rd. 

2.34 

1.94 

1.43 

1.92 

1.23 

158 

1.71 

2.30 

2.76 

Hartshead  Pike 

— 

— 

2.38 

2- 03 

1  70 

1.72 

1.23 

2.00 

2.60 

3.01 

3.41 

Lord  St.,  Ambulance  Dpt. 

— 

— 

— 

3.23 

2.45 

2.09 

2.54 

1.87 

2-66 

3.02 

3.57 

4,21 

Lyndhurst  Avenue, 

2.93 

Jubilee  Dingle 

— 

— 

— 

2.07 

1 .89 

1.37 

1.41 

1.19 

1.94 

2.53 

3.31  | 

Limehurst  Sewage  Wks. 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

___ 

— 

— 

— 

3.08 

3.32 

ROCHDALE 

1.87 

1.73 

Entwistle  Rd. 

1.96 

2.30 

1.31 

0.87 

0.85 

0.89 

0.68 

1.04 

I .  /  2 

1.95 

Foxholes  Hse.,  Rugby  Rd. 

2.17 

2.27 

2  01 

1.35 

1.17 

0.98 

0.90 

1.01 

1.25 

1.81 

1.19 

2.06 

Roch  Mills  Sewage  Wks. 

2.0  4 

2.59 

2.08 

1.33 

!  1.34 

0.93 

0.84 

!  1.01 

1.21 

1.95 

1.37 

1.87 

SADDLEWORTH 

2.46 

1.29 

2.69 

Greenfield  Sewage  Wks. 

0.44 

2.94 

1.57 

1.54 

1.43 

1.64 

0.98 

1.69 

1.21 

MANCHESTER 

4.79 

| 

4.95 

4.55 

Monsall 

5. 00 

5.04 

4.07 

2.35 

2.63 

2.36 

2.52 

2.16 

3.28 

Rusholme 

3.55 

3.46 

2.32 

2.15 

1.95 

1.24 

1.35 

1.19 

1.20 

1.63 

2.49 

2.33 

Within  gton 

2.39 

2.78 

1.79 

1.27 

1.11 

0.67 

0.67 

1  0.79 

0.78 

0.97 

1.78 

1.41 

SALFORD 

3.83 

4.62 

Ladywell  Sanatorium 

4.14 

4.24 

3.98 

>  2.24 

2.21 

1.70 

1.87 

1.96 

— 

3.96 

Regent  Roafi 

5.58 

5.75 

4.56 

3.07 

!  3.12 

3.15 

3.67 

1  3.32 

4.10 

5.17 

6.05 

6.31 

STOCKPORT 

1.29 

2  30 

2.22 

Cheadle  Heath  Sewage 

— 

1  - 

— 

_ 

1.40 

1.31 

1  1.37 

2.42 

Wks.,  Portwood 

4.21 

3.63 

j  2.93 

2.34 

|  2.40 

1.43 

1.2  2 

2.01 

3.08 

2  66 

3.38 

i 

3,30 

*  Post  broken  —  no  exposure 
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Rodent  Control 

The  arrangements  for  rodent  control  continued  as  in  the  previous  year. 
The  consolidated  grant  of  50  per  cent  of  the  approved  net  expenditure 
incurred  by  the  local  authority  was  continued  under  Circular  N.S.21. 

The  Borough  continued  in  membership  with  the  Workable  Area 
Committee  No.  21  on  Rodent  Control.  In  May,  Mrs.  E.  Rothwell  and  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  were  appointed  as  representatives  of  the  Health 
Committee  to  serve  on  the  Committee  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  represents  the  Workable  Area  Committee 
No.  21  on  the  Regional  Consultative  Committee  which  co-ordinates  the 
work  of  the  Area  Committee  in  the  North-West  Region. 

Sewer  Maintenance  Treatments 

The  second  sewer  maintenance  treatment  for  the  financial  year  1953-54 
and  the  first  sewer  maintenance  treatment  for  the  year  1954-55  were  carried 
out  during  the  year,  when  the  following  results  were  obtained  :  — 

1953-54  1954-55 

Number  of  manholes  baited  .  2,122  2,122 

Number  of  manholes  showing  no  take  .  797  1,080 

Number  of  manholes  showing  pre-bait  take  .  704  528 

Number  of  manholes  showing  complete  pre-bait  take  ...  623  514 

Test  baiting  was  also  carried  out  on  the  following  estates  in  July:  — 

Holts,  Fitton  Hill, 

Strinesdale,  Limeside  Nos.  1  and  2. 


Number  of  manholes  baited  .  62 

Number  of  manholes  showing  no  take  .  40 

Number  of  manholes  showing  pre-bait  take  .  12 

Number  of  manholes  showing  complete  pre-bait  take  ...  10 


Baiting  was  carried  out  on  two  consecutive  days  and  on  the  third  day  a 
poisoned  bait  was  put  down.  The  bait  bases  were  sausage  rusk  and  bread 
mash  and  the  poisons  zinc  phosphide  and  arsenious  oxide. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

During  the  year  675  complaints  of  rat  infestation  were  received  and 
the  results  of  investigations  made  were  as  follows  :  — 


Defective  drainage  .  395 

Stray  rats  .  61 

Mice  .  217 

Birds  . . .  2 


The  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  the  Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  one 
Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Mr.  J.  Sullivan,  M.R.C.V.S.,  Veterinary 
Surgeon,  are  the  appointed  authorised  officers  for  the  purposes  of 
inspection. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  11  premises  were  licensed  and  5  visits  had  been 
made  under  the  Act  during  the  year. 


Ill 


Diseases  of  Animals  Acts 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  is  the  Authorised  Inspector  under  the 
Diseases  of  Animals  Acts. 

Three  cases  of  suspected  swine  fever  were  notified  to  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  but  none  was  confirmed.  The  necessary 
disinfection  was  carried  out  in  each  case. 

In  November  fowl  pest  was  reported  at  premises  in  Thuxton,  Norfolk, 
and  at  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  a  movement 
restriction  notice  was  served  by  this  Authority  on  one  person  in  Oldham 
who  had  purchased  poultry  from  the  infected  premises. 


The  Regulation  of  Movement  of  Swine  Order,  1950 

A  pig  keeper  failed  to  observe  the  terms  of  a  movement  licence 
concerning  7  pigs,  the  pigs  being  moved  from  his  premises  before  the 
expiration  of  the  prescribed  period.  Legal  proceedings  were  not  instituted 
but  a  letter  of  warning  was  issued. 


Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926 

There  were  4  samples  of  fertilisers  and  11  samples  of  feeding  stuffs 
sent  for  examination  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act. 


The  following  samples  of  feeding  stuffs  were  reported  upon  as  “  not  in 
accordance  with  the  statutory  statement  ”  :  — 


NATIONAL  POULTRY  FOOD  NO.  lA 

MEAL 

National  poultry  food  no.  1a 
Winter  Laying  Mash 

Milk  MEAL 


5.16  per  cent  oil  as  against  4  per 
cent  in  statutory  statement. 

5.8  per  cent  fibre  as  against  7.5 
per  cent  in  statutory  statement. 

21.9  per  cent  Albuminoids  (protein) 
as  against  18  per  cent  in  statutory 
statement. 


In  all  cases  the  differences  were  not  to  the  prejudice  of  the  purchaser. 

The  following  informal  samples  of  fertilisers  were  reported  upon  as 
“  not  in  accordance  with  the  statutory  statement  ”  :  — 

“  Sangral  ”  Fertiliser  7.47  per  cent  potash  as  against  6 

per  cent  in  statutory  statement. 

Fison’s  GROWMORE  Fertiliser  5.9  per  cent  nitrogen  as  against  7 

per  cent  in  statutory  statement. 

In  the  former  sample,  the  differences  were  not  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
purchaser. 

In  the  latter  sample,  the  differences  were  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
purchaser  and  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Weights 
and  Measures  of  the  area  concerned. 

There  were  15  visits  made  under  the  Act. 


SECTION  VII 
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HOUSING 

Pre-War  Slum  Clearance 

Three  individual  unfit  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year  which 
now  completes  the  demolition  of  all  properties  affected  by  pre-war  slum 
clearance  schemes. 

V oluntary  Demolitions 

Information  was  received  with  regard  to  the  demolition  of  57  houses 
by  voluntary  action,  all  of  which  were  included  in  the  slum  clearance 
programme.  Of  this  number,  2  had  been  represented,  but  were  demolished 
before  demolition  orders  could  be  made  and  8  were  on  the  site  of  the  new 
Technical  College.  These  latter  properties  had  been  purchased  by  the 
Education  Committee  together  with  the  site  for  the  first  stage  in  the 
building  of  the  College. 

Individual  Unfit  Mouses 

It  was  found  necessary  to  represent  88  houses.  Demolition  orders  were 
made  in  respect  of  21  of  these  houses  and  a  Closing  order  under  Section  10 
(1)  of  the  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953,  in  respect 
of  one  house;  6  involved  the  displacement  of  20  families  and  72  persons.  In 
the  remaining  66  cases  details  of  ownership  were  not  completed  and  it  was, 
therefore,  not  possible  to  arrange  for  the  Committee  to  consider  the  making 
of  demolition  orders  before  the  end  of  the  year. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  individual  unfit  houses  dealt  with 
during  the  years  1943  to  1954  :  — 


Year 

Houses 

repre¬ 

sented 

No.  of 
families 

No.  of 
persons 

Position  as  at  31st  Dec. 

,  1954 

Houses 
V  acat- 
ed 

or 

Empty 

Persons 

Rehoused 

Total 
No.  of 
persons 
await¬ 
ing  re- 
hous'g 

Houses 

Demol¬ 

ished 

Total 
No.  of 
Houses 
await¬ 
ing 

demol¬ 

ition 

By  Cor¬ 
pora¬ 
tion 

By  Own 
ar¬ 
range¬ 
ments 

1 943  to 

1945 

43 

32 

131 

43 

118 

13 

43 

•  «  • 

1946 

37 

47 

128 

37 

110 

18 

•  •  • 

32 

5 

1947 

48 

46 

109 

48 

92 

17 

48 

1948 

*40 

41 

153 

40 

135 

18 

*40 

1949 

14 

15 

51 

14 

47 

4 

14 

... 

1950 

f  14 

13 

36 

14 

24 

12 

1 1 4 

1951 

11 

15 

48 

11 

42 

6 

f“ 

4 

4 

1952 

7 

rr 

i 

28 

6 

26 

2 

7 

1953 

+20 

16 

56 

17 

56 

.  •  « 

$18 

1 

1954 

x88 

78 

236 

27 

50 

8 

178 

11 

10 

*  An  undertaking  under  Section  11  (3)  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  was 
accepted  in  respect  of  one  house.  This  house  was  demolished  voluntarily 
during  1952. 

t  An  undertaking  under  Section  11  (3)  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  was 
accepted  in  respect  of  six  houses.  These  houses  were  voluntarily 
demolished  during  1951. 

$  Fifteen  houses  were  demolished  before  demolition  orders  could  be  made 
by  the  Council.  In  the  case  of  one  house  the  representation  was  not 
accepted. 

x  In  one  case  a  Closing  Order  was  made  under  Section  10  (1)  of  the  Local 
Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953. 
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1.  Inspection  of  Dweliinghouses  During  the  Year 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dweliinghouses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  I-Iealth  or  Housing  Acts)  .  3,705  ' 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  7,287 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dweliinghouses  (included  under  sub-head 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 

the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  .  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  this  purpose  .  Nil 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  During  the  Year  Without  Service  of 

Formal  Notices 


Number  of  defective  dweliinghouses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  1,044 


3.  Action  Under  Statutory  Powers  During  the  Year 

(A)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
HOUSING  ACT,  1936  I 

(1)  Number  of  dweliinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  .  84 

(2)  Number  of  dweliinghouses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  .  34 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .  46 

(B)  Proceedings  under  public  health  acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dweliinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  . .  508 

(2)  Number  of  dweliinghouses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  . . .  280 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . .  65 

(C)  PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  SECTIONS  11  AND  13  OF  THE 
HOUSING  ACT,  1936  : 


(1)  Number  of  dweliinghouses  in  respect  of  which 


Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  21 

(2)  Number  of  dweliinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  . . .  18 

(D)  PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  SECTION  12  OF  THE  HOUSING  ACT,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 

the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  .  Nil 


Overcrowding 

There  were  no  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year. 

Housing  Applications  Register 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  F.  D.  Matthews,  Housing  Manager,  for  the 
following  information  :  — 

“  On  the  31st  December  there  were  2,349  applications  for  housing 
accommodation  on  the  Housing  Applications  Register.  This  figure  includes 
445  applications  for  aged  persons’  bungalows.” 
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Housing-  Act,  1949 

Sections  16  and  37  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  made 
certain  alterations  in  the  provisions  of  Part  II  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949, 
concerning  grants  for  improvement  and  conversion  with  the  object  of 
encouraging  more  owners  to  apply  for  grants. 

The  requirements  under  Section  15  (2)  of  the  Act  of  1949  that  in 
order  to  qualify  for  a  grant  a  dwelling  must  provide  satisfactory 
accommodation  for  at  least  30  years  is  amended  to  15  years  and  the 
dwellings  must  conform  to  the  specified  requirements  with  respect  to  their 
construction  and  physical  condition  and  the  provision  of  services  and 
amenities. 

During  1954  three  applications  were  submitted  to  the  Surveyor’s  and 
Buildings  Committee  for  improvement  grants  but  these  were  refused  on 
the  grounds  that  they  did  not  satisfy  the  requirements. 

Enquiries  regarding  grants  were  also  received  from  19  persons,  but 
when  the  enquirers  were  informed  of  the  conditions  relating  to  grants  the 
applications  were  not  pursued. 

Eradication  of  lied  Bugs 

The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  houses  inspected  and  the 
number  disinfested  :  — 

Corporation  Others 


Houses  inspected  .  276  401 

Found  infested  .  4  14 

Disinfested  by  H.C.N .  - — 

Disinfested  by  spraying  with  liquid  insecticide  4  156 


Removals  and  Disinfestation  of  Furniture 

A  Bedford  30  cwt.  disinfecting  van  is  used  for  the  disinfestation  of 
furniture  of  families  who  are  moving  into  Corporation  houses  and  during 
the  year  the  furniture  of  219  families  was  disinfested  prior  to  removal  to 
Corporation  houses. 


Disinfection 

The  arrangements  for  disinfection  continued  as  in  previous  years. 
During  the  year  28,390  articles  were  disinfected  and  4,614  destroyed.  The 
total  number  of  houses  disinfected  was  629  and  3,325  rooms. 
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SECTION  VIII 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOODS 

Milk  Supply 

Food  and  Drugs  Authorities  are  responsible  for  the  licensing  and 
supervision  of  pasteurising  and  sterilising  establishments  and  local 
authorities  for  the  registration,  supervision  and  licensing  of  persons  and 
premises  dealing  in  the  sale  as  distinct  from  the  production  of  milk. 

On  the  1st  January,  The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified  Areas) 
(No.  3)  Order,  1953,  came  into  operation.  This  area  included  Oldham  and 
required  that  only  designated  milks  should  be  supplied  within  the  area.  The 
special  designations  which  may  now  be  used  in  relation  to  milk  are  :  — 

“  Pasteurised  ”  “  Sterilised  ”  “  Tuberculin  Tested  ” 

The  designation  “  Accredited  ”  was  not  permitted  after  the  1st  October, 
the  only  special  designation  for  raw  milk  now  being  “  Tuberculin  Tested  ” 
from  a  registered  Attested  Herd. 

Milk  Production  in  the  Borough 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  29  farms  with  458  cows  were  producing 
milk  in  the  Borough.  On  the  1st  April,  17  farms  in  the  Limehurst  area 
came  into  the  Borough  under  the  Oldham,  Ashton-under-Lyne  and  Mossley 
(Extension)  Order,  1954.  At  the  end  of  the  year  48  farms  with  725  cows 
were  producing  milk  in  the  Borough  and  of  these  14  had  “  Tuberculin 
Tested  ”  licences. 


The  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  21  distributors  producing  milk 
in  the  Borough. 

There  were  56  producers  outside  the  Borough  distributing  milk  within 
the  Borough  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

During  the  year,  17  new  distributors  were  registered  for  the  sale  of 
bottled  milk. 

On  the  31st  December  there  were  7  premises  registered  as  dairies  and 


680  registered  distributors  of  milk,  comprised  as  follows:  — 

Number  of  distributors  producing  milk  in  the  Borough  .  29 

Number  of  distributors  producing  milk  outside  the  Borough  .  28 

Number  of  distributors  with  dairy  premises  in  the  Borough  .  7 

Number  of  distributors  with  dairy  premises  outside  the  Borough  .  8 

Number  of  other  distributors  . . .  19 

Number  of  shops  at  which  bottled  milk  only  is  sold  .  589 


The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949 

The  following  licences  were  in  force  on  the  31st  December  : 

(a)  To  use  the  designation  “Tuberculin  Tested”: 


‘•^Producer’s  Licence  .  14 

Dealer’s  Licence  .  44 


$  Supplementary  Licence 
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The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised 

Milk)  Regulations,  1949 

The  following  licences  were  in  force  on  the  31st  December :  — 
(a)  To  use  the  designation  “  Pasteurised  ”  : 


Dealer’s  (Pasteuriser’s)  Licence  .  1 

Dealer’s  Licence  .  123 

^Supplementary  Licence  .  4 

(b)  To  use  the  designation  “  Sterilised  ”  : 

Dealer’s  (Steriliser’s)  Licence  .  — 

Dealer’s  Licence  .  614 

JSupplementary  Licence  .  1 


*  These  licences  are  granted  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries. 

$  A  Supplementary  Licence  is  issued  to  persons  whose  premises  are 
outside  the  Borough  but  who  distribute  milk  within  the  Borough. 


Examination  of  Milk  (Samples)  for  Tubercle  Bacilli 

During  the  year  223  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  examination  for  the 
presence  of  tubercle  bacilli.  There  were  132  samples  from  farms  within  the 
Borough,  6  (4.54  per  cent)  of  which  were  “  positive  ”  and  91  were  from  milk 
produced  outside  the  Borough,  4  (4.39  per  cent)  being  “  positive.” 


The  following  table  details  the  223  samples  taken  :  — 


Class  of  Milk  Sample 

No.  of 
Samples 
Taken 

Tubercle  Bacilli 

Absent 

Present 

Ungraded  . 

60 

57 

3 

Tuberculin  Tested  . 

73 

73 

— 

Accredited  . 

90 

83 

7 

Totals  . 

223 

213 

10 

On  receipt  of  a  “  positive  ”  report  the  name  and  address  of  the  milk 
producer  is  immediately  notified  to  the  appropriate  divisional  veterinary 
inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  and  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  the  district  concerned  if  the  milk  was  produced  outside 
the  Borough. 

FbH^wing'  investigations  by  the  veterinary  surgeon,  6  cows  jwere 
removed  and  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order.  In  addition,  it  was 
reported  that  35  cows  had  been  removed  from  various  farms  prior  to  the 
enquiry  and  4  cows  had  been  slaughtered  during  the  enquiry. 

In  the  following  four  cases  notice  was  served  under  Regulation  20  of 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  making  the  sale  of  milk  used  for 
human  consumption  or  in  the  manufacture  of  products  for  human 
consumption  conditional  upon  it  being  subjected  to  satisfactory  heat 
treatment.  In  one  of  these  cases  the  milk  was  produced  within  the  Borough 


117 


and  in  the  remaining  three  cases,  the  milk  was  from  farms  outside  the 
Borough  and  the  notice  was  served  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the 
authority  concerned:  — 

Sample  No. 

T/70  This  milk  was  from  a  farm  in  Shaw.  The  notice  was  served  on 
the  21st  June  and  withdrawn  on  the  7th  August. 

T/79  This  milk  was  from  a  farm  in  Ashton-u-Lyne.  The  notice  was 
served  on  the  3rd  July  and  withdrawn  on  the  20th  August. 

T/lll  This  milk  was  from  a  farm  within  the  Borough.  The  notice  was 
served  on  the  13th  August  and  withdrawn  on  the  30th  September. 

T/141  This  milk  was  from  a  farm  in  Cheshire.  The  notice  was  served 
on  the  29th  September  and  withdrawn  on  the  30th  March,  1955. 
This  was  not  withdrawn  previously  owing  to  change  of  milk 
regulations  governing  the  sale  of  accredited  milk  which  came 
into  effect  on  the  1st  October,  1954. 


Milk  Samples  Taken  for  Methylene  Blue  Test 
There  were  184  samples  taken  with  the  following  results  :  — 


Class  of  Milk  Sample 

No.  of 
Samples 
Taken 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

Passed 

Failed 

Pasteurised  . 

150 

150 

— 

T.T./ Pasteurised  . 

33 

33 

— 

Tuberculin  Tested  . 

1 

1 

— 

Accredited  . 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . 

184 

184 

— 

Milk  Samples  Taken  for  Phosphatase  Test 
Regular  samples  are  taken  of  pasteurised  milk  which  comes  into  the 
Borough  and  of  milk  which  is  pasteurised  in  the  Borough.  Samples  of  the 
milk  supplied  under  the  Milk  in  Schools  Scheme  are  taken  monthly. 


The  following  table  details  the  samples  taken  :  — 


Class  of  Milk  Sample 

No.  of 
Samples 
Taken 

* 

Phosphatase  Test 

Passed 

Failed 

Pasteurised  . 

150 

148 

2 

T.T. /Pasteurised  . 

33 

33 

— 

Totals  . 

183 

181 

2 

Samples  which  fail  to  pass  the  test  are  followed  up  immediately  and 
where  this  involves  plants  outside  the  Borough  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  the  firms  concerned  are  notified.  The  unsatisfactory  samples  were  due 
to  a  temporary  breakdown  in  the  pasteurising  plant.  This  was  immediately 
remedied  and  further  samples  taken  proved  satisfactory. 

Milk  Samples  for  Turbidity  Test 

There  were  5  samples  of  sterilised  milk  taken.  All  were  reported  as 
satisfying  the  test. 
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ICE  CREAM 

During  the  year  the  control  over  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream 
was  maintained  and  88  visits  were  paid  to  registered  premises. 

On  the  31st  December  there  were  348  premises  registered  under  Section 
14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  the  sale,  manufacture,  or  storage 
of  ice  cream.  The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  premises  registered  :  - 

(a)  Fbr  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream  ...  10 

(b)  For  the  sale  of  pre-packed  ice  cream  .  328 

(c)  for  the  sale  of  loose  and  pre-packed  ice  cream  10 

In  the  previous  year  318  premises  were  registered  for  the  sale  of 
pre-packed  ice  cream  and  10  for  the  sale  of  loose  and  pre-packed  ice  cream. 


Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  &c.)  Regulations,  1947-1952 

There  are  7  large  ice  cream  manufacturers  in  the  Borough  and  3  firms 
who  use  a  “  complete  cold  mix.”  All  the  firms  have  complied  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Regulations  and  are  fully  alive  to  the  importance  of 
producing  a  product  which  is  prepared  and  stored  under  strictly  hygienic 
conditions. 


Bacteriological  Examination 

There  is  no  statutory  bacteriological  standard  of  cleanliness  for  ice 
cream,  but  a  methylene  blue  test  has  been  adapted  for  ice  cream  and  the 
result  is  classified  in  one  of  four  grades.  Ice  cream  which  consistently  fails 
to  reach  Grades  I  or  II  is  to  be  regarded  as  indicating  defects  of 
manufacture  or  of  handling,  which  call  for  further  investigation. 

There  were  46  samples  of  ice  cream  submitted  for  the  methylene  blue 
grading  test,  with  the  following  results  :  — 

Grade  I  .. 

Grade  II 
Grade  III 
Grade  IV 

In  the  case  of  the  Grade  III  and  Grade  IV  samples,  the  attention  of  the 
manufacturers  was  drawn  to  the  results  of  the  test  and  subsequent  samples 
from  these  firms  were  reported  satisfactory. 


33 

7 

3 

o 

O 


Standard  for  Ice  Cream 

Under  the  Food  Standards  (Ice  Cream)  Order,  1953,  the  minimum  fat 
content  was  restored  to  5  per  cent  and  the  minimum  non-fatty  milk  solids 
to  7.5  per  cent.  The  minimum  standard  for  sugar  remained  at  10  per  cent. 
During  the  year  25  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  for  analysis  and  all 
were  reported  to  conform  to  the  standards. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 
Slaughterhouses 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  two  Ministry  of  Food  slaughterhouses, 
Mortar  Street  and  Foundry  Street,  were  in  use. 

Following  the  issue  of  Ministry  of  Food  Circulars  MF4/54  and  MF5/54 
in  February  and  March,  consideration  was  given  to  the  licensing  and 
provision  of  slaughterhouses  for  the  period  immediately  following  the 
decontrol  of  meat  and  livestock  which  was  to  become  effective  in  July. 
The  procedure  outlined  in  the  circulars  was  followed. 

The  Council  had  agreed  that  should  a  public  abattoir  be  provided  it 
would  be  administered  by  the  Markets  and  Baths  Committee  so  that  the 
provision  of  public  slaughterhouse  accommodation  now  became  the 
responsibility  of  that  Committee.  The  issuing  of  licences  for  private 
slaughterhouses  was  thfe  responsibility  of  the  Health  Committee. 

No  private  slaughterhouses  had  been  in  use  since  January,  1940,  when 
the  Government  Scheme  for  Control  of  Slaughtering  came  into  operation, 
but  a  number  of  slaughterhouse  licences  had  been  renewed  annually  without 
prejudice. 

In  May,  8  applications  for  the  renewal  of  licences  in  respect  of  premises 
previously,  used,  and  one  application  for  a  licence  in  respect  of  premises  not 
previously  licensed,  were  before  the  Health  Committee. 

The  Committee  were  only  concerned  with  seven  of  these  applications 
as  the  two  other  applications  were  in  respect  of  the  slaughterhouse  in 
Foundry  Street  owned  by  the  Oldham  Industrial  Co-operative  Society,  and 
the  slaughterhouse  in  Mortar  Street  owned  by  the  Oldham  Equitable 
Co-operative  Society,  both  of  which  were  leased  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  and 
were  in  the  process  of  transfer  to  the  Council  to  be  administered  as  public 
slaughterhouses. 

After  visiting  the  premises  and  receiving  reports  as  to  their  condition 
and  suitability,  the  Committee  resolved  that  none  of  the  seven  applications 
be  granted. 

One  applicant  appealed  against  the  refusal  of  the  Committee  to  renew 
the  licence  for  his  slaughterhouse.  The  Magistrates  dismissed  the  appeal 
but  did  not  award  costs  to  the  Corporation.  The  appellant  lodged  an 
appeal  at  the  Quarter  Sessions.  This  appeal  was  also  dismissed  but  the 
Recorder  ordered  that  both  parties  must  pay  their  own  costs. 

The  proposal  to  administer  the  Foundry  Street  and  Mortar  Street 
premises  as  public  slaughterhouses  materialised.  The  former  continued  to 
be  used  by  the  Oldham  Industrial  Co-operative  Society  and  the  latter  was 
leased  to  a  wholesale  firm.  At  both  these  premises  facilities  were  made 
available  for  butchers  to  have  their  own  animals  slaughtered. 

Extensive  alterations  and  improvements  were  effected  to  the  Mortar 
Street  premises  by  the  provision  of  additional  lairage  accommodation, 
separate  slaughter  hall,  separate  rooms  for  condemned  meat,  offal  and  gut 
cleaning.  These  alterations  considerably  improved  the  facilities  and 
extended  the  marketing  space.  Further  improvements  are  to  be  effected. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  animals  killed  and  inspected 
during  the  year  with  the  results  of  inspection  :  — 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 
exclud¬ 
ing  Cows 

Cows 

1 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known)  ... 
Number  inspected  ... 

3,770 

3,770 

2,647 

2,647 

1,225 

1,225 

40,603 

40,603 

9,368 

9,368 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis — 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

o 

9 

25 

11 

20 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

582 

1,079 

1 

164 

217 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 

Tuberculosis 

14.970 

41.103 

2.122 

0.431 

2.529 

Tuberculosis  only — 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

4 

26 

4 

.  .  . 

4 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

260 

699 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

223 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

7.002 

27.372 

0.326 

1  2.410 

Congenital  tuberculosis  was  found  in  4  calves  and  reports  were 
forwarded  to  the  appropriate  Divisional  Veterinary  Inspector  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  As  a  result,  two  dams  of  the  calves  were 
slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order  1938,  and  in  the  remaining  two 
cases  the  dams  could  not  be  traced. 


The  following  figures 

show 

the 

percentage  of 

cows  affected  with 

tuberculosis  for  the  years  1951  to  1954  : 

Cow 

Percentage 

Carcases 

affected  with 

Examined 

Tuberculosis 

1951  . . 

3,893 

42.10 

1952  . 

2,925 

35.59 

1953  . 

4,024 

32.50 

1954  . 

2,647 

27.37 

The  total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  destroyed  was 

:  — 

For  tuberculosis  — 

.  55,0731bs. 

For  diseases  other 

than 

tuberculosis  . 

.  47,5041bs. 

During  the  year  3  cows 

were 

found  to  be  affected  with  tuberculosis  of 

the  udder.  In  1  case  there  was  widespread  infection  of  the  organs  and 
lymphatic  glands  necessitating  condemnation  of  the  whole  carcase  and 
offal.  In  the  remaining  2  cases  partial  condemnation  was  necessary. 

Tuberculosis  in  Figs 

On  five  occasions  during  the  year  batches  of  pigs  received  at  the 
slaughterhouse  were  found  to  be  extensively  affected  with  tuberculosis, 
and  it  was  considered  necessary  to  inform  the  appropriate  Divisional 
Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  to  investigate  and 
advise  at  the  place  of  origin. 
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Cysticercus  Bovis 

Examination  for  the  cysticercus  bovis  parasite  has  continued  in 
accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Food  Circular  M.F.5/48  and  10  beasts  and 
cows  were  found  to  be  affected  as  follows  :  — 

Portion  of  carcase  Beasts 

and/or  organ  affected  &  Cows 

Head  and  heart  .  1 

Heart  only  . 2 

Head  only  .  7 

No  generalised  cases  were  found,  but  in  6  cases  the  carcases  were  sent 
to  cold  storage  for  treatment,  being  subsequently  allocated  by  the  Ministry 
of  Food.  The  remaining  4  cases  were  allocated. 

Summary  of  Diseased  and  Unsound 
Food  Destroyed  During  1954 

lbs. 

Cattle  (41  whole  carcases)  .  25,354 

(2,600  part  carcases  and  organs)  .  66,698 

Sheep  (11  whole  carcases)  .  537 

(164  part  carcases  and  organs)  .  517 

Pigs  (24  whole  carcases)  .  3,155 

(440  part  carcases  and  organs)  .  5,159 

Calves  (29  whole  carcases)  .  1,147 

(1  part  carcase)  . . 10 

Preserved  Food  .  7,630 

Beef  . 3,450 

Pork  .  177 

Tomatoes  .  3721 

Frozen  Eggs  .  687 

Dried  Fruit  .  424 

Coconut  .  12 

Bacon  and  Ham  .  699 

Sprouts  .  11 

Oatmeal  .  20 

Cereals  .  34 

Lamb  .  126 

Poultry  .  579 

Sausage  .  48 

Cheese  .  150 

Frozen  Lambs’  Hearts  .  296 

Butter  .  29g 

Cake  and  Biscuits  .  52| 

Gelatine  .  101 

Arrowroot  . 6£ 

Eggs  .  5 

Flour  .  31^ 

Cooked  Meats  .  341 


Total  .  117,4621bs. 
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Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts,  1933-1954 

There  were  27  renewal  licences  and  5  new  licences  granted  during  the 
year. 

Foods  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 —  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1983 
Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924 — The  Movement  of 
Animals  (Records)  Order,  1925 — Contraventions — Results  of 

Proceedings 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  in  April  against  a  person  for 
contraventions  of  the  above.  The  defendant  was  fined  £31,  together  with 
£7  15s.  Od.  photographer's  fees  and  £1  witness  fees.  In  addition  fines 
totalling  £125  were  imposed  for  offences  against  the  Defence  Regulations. 


Horseflesh 

There  are  three  shops  in  the  Borough  for  the  sale  of  horseflesh. 
Arrangements  for  slaughtering  and  inspection  continued  as  in  the  previous 
year. 

‘Model  Byelaws  for  Knackers’  Yards 

Following  receipt  of  Ministry  of  Food  Circular  16/54  in  October,  the 
Health  Committee  recommended  that  these  Byelaws  be  adopted.  Copies  of 
the  Byelaws  in  draft  were  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  for  provisional 
approval. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT.  1938 
Food  Hygiene 

The  inspection  and  supervision  of  food  preparation  premises  was 
continued  and  1,139  visits  were  paid  to  these  premises  during  the  year. 


The  following  improvements  were  effected  :  — 

Premises  separated  from  domestic  .  1 

Structural  defects  .  2 

Preparation  room  to  butcher’s  shop  .  1 

Premises  cleansed  . 30 

Hot  water  provided  .  17 

Vermin  infestations  cleared  .  1 

New  ovens  installed  .  2 

New  sinks  installed  .  15 

Premises  enlarged  .  1 

Premises  tiled  .  2 

New  floors  .  2 

New  window  fixed  for  protection  of  fish 

from  street  contamination  .  1 


Four  applications  for  catering  licences  were  referred  by  the  Ministry 
of  Food  for  investigation  and  report  as  follows :  — 


Premises 

Public  Houses  . 

Service  Station  . 

Cooked  Meats  Factory  ... 


Not 

Recommended  Recommended 

1  1 

1 

1 


A  programme  of  lectures  and  film  shows  was  arranged  and  during  the 
year  11  lectures  and  film  shows  were  given  to  570  employees  of  various 
food  undertakings. 
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Contamination  of  Foot! 

A  complaint  of  a  cockroach  being  found  in  a  loaf  of  bread  was  received. 
This  bread  was  manufactured  by  a  large  bakery  outside  the  Borough  and 
the  matter  was  referred  to  the  Authority  concerned  who,  after  investigation, 
reported  that  the  firm’s  methods  of  production  were  most  satisfactory.  No 
further  action  was  taken  in  this  case. 

Two  complaints  were  received  of  nails  being  found  in  cake 
manufactured  locally.  The  firm  concerned  is  very  up-to-date  in  its  methods 
and  every  precaution  is  taken  to  prevent  such  occurrences.  No  further 
action  was  taken  in  this  case. 

In  February  information  was  received  from  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  Birmingham  that  a  certain  proprietary  brand  of  firmed  cream 
might  be  contaminated  with  typhoid  bacilli.  It  was  known  that  this 
particular  make  of  cream  was  sold  in  the  Borough  and  540  visits  were  made 
to  premises  as  a  result  of  which  37  tins  of  this  cream  were  collected.  None 
of  the  tins  collected  were  of  the  batch  associated  with  the  typhoid  infection 
and  from  the  samples  examined  by  the  Public  Plealth  Laboratory  no 
organisms  were  isolated. 

.Meat  Content  of  Sausage 

Enquiries  were  made  by  a  local  Butchers’  Association  regarding  meat 
content  of  sausage  in  this  area  following  de-control. 

The  Association  was  informed  that  a  minima  of  65  per  cent  for  pork 
sausage  and  50  per  cent  for  beef  sausage;  as  formerly  laid  down  by  the 
Ministry  of  Food,  would  be  accepted  in  this  area  for  sausages  of  ordinary 
commercial  quality  sold  at  prices  appropriate  to  this  quality,  but  these 
standards  would  not  be  adequate  in  cases  where  sausages  were  sold  at 
higher  prices  with  descriptions  indicating  a  quality  above  ordinary 
commercial  quality. 

Report  of  the  Public  Analyst 

In  April,  Mr.  S.  Ernest  Melling,  the  Borough  Analyst,  died  suddenly. 
Mr.  Melling  had  held  this  appointment  for  many  years  and  was  succeeded 
by  Mr.  T.  W.  Lovett,  the  Deputy  Borough  Analyst.  Mr.  J.  G.  Sherratt  was 
appointed  Deputy  Borough  Analyst  in  December. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Lovett,  F.R.I.C.,  has  kindly  furnished  the  following  report :  — 

“  I  have  the  honour  to  report  that  during  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1954,  394  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  analysed,  of  which  293 
samples  were  milk  samples  and  the  remainder  consisted  of  ice  cream,  25; 
sausages,  5;  flavouring  and  condiments,  6;  household  drugs,  9;  groceries, 
23;  and  miscellaneous  samples,  33. 

Of  these  samples,  12  were  reported  against  as  adulterated  or  not  up  to 
standard  and  concerned  11  milk  samples  and  1  pearl  barley  sample. 

All  of  the  11  milk  samples  were  deficient  in  milk  fat;  instead  of 
containing  a  minimum  of  3  per  cent  of  milk  fat  they  only  contained  2.9  (3 
cases),  2.77,  2.76,  2.75,  2.68,  2.53  (2  cases),  2.52,  and  2.51  per  cent. 

The  milks  with  deficiencies  of  2.68  and  2.51  were  “  appeal  to  cow  ” 
samples  in  connection  with  milk  samples  which  were  found  to  be  deficient 
in  fat  to  the  extent  of  2.52,  2.53  and  2.53  respectively. 
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The  following  table  will  give  an  idea  of  the  quality  of  the  milk  samples 
taken  during  the  year  in  regard  to  the  fat  content :  — 


Fat  Content 

Less  than  3  per  cent  . . 

Samples 

11 

Percentage 
of  Total 
Samples 

3.75 

3  per  cent  to  3.5  per  cent  ... 

156 

53.3 

3.51  per  cent  to  3.75  per  cent 

77 

26.3 

3,76  per  cent  to  4  per  cent  ... 

32 

10.9 

Over  4  per  cent  . 

17 

5.7 

It  will  be  observed  that  over  50  per  cent  of  the  samples  contained  3.5 
per  cent  and  less  of  milk  fat,  and  can  only  be  described  in  terms  of  quality 
as  poor  to  moderate.  26.3  per  cent  of  the  samples  were  of  average  quality 
and  the  remainder  of  superior  quality. 

I  think  we  ought  to  expect  a  better  milk  supply  than  this  when  one 
considers  the  present  price.  One  can  only  think  that  low  fat  content  in  the 
milk  supply  is  due  mainly  to  the  type  of  cow,  i.e.,  animals  which  give  good 
volumes  of  relatively  low  fat  yields.  An  improvement  in  the  quality  of 
feeding  stuffs  with  particular  reference  to  oil  and  protein  content  would 
help  to  produce  milk  with  a  higher  fat  content. 

All  milk  samples  were  found  to  be  free  from  preservatives. 

There  were  25  samples  of  ice  cream,  analysed  during  the  year.  The 
minimum  requirements  for  ice  cream  are  fat  5  per  cent  and  sugar  10  per 
cent,  and  all  the  samples  were  satisfactory.  The  amount  of  fat  present 
varied  from  5  per  cent  to  12.2  per  cent  with  an  average  of  9.8  per  cent.  Of 
the  samples,  15  had  a  fat  content  of  10  per  cent  and  upwards.  It  would 
seem,  therefore,  that  the  minimum  standard  of  5  per  cent  is  on  the  low  side. 

Twelve  samples  of  orange  drinks  were  examined.  These  samples 
consisted  of  pulped  oranges  diluted  with  water  and  sweetened  with  sugar. 
Generally  the  vitamin  “  C  ”  is  absent. 

In  the  near  future  it  is  hoped  that  specific  standards  will  be  introduced. 
In  this  way  people  will  not  confuse  this  diluted  orange  juice  with  undiluted 
orange  juice. 

The  sample  of  pearl  barley  was  reported  against  because  it  was  in 
some  degree  infested  with  mites  indicating  old  stock. 


All  the  remaining  samples  were  up  to  the  required  standards  of  purity.” 
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Number  of  Samples  Purchased  for  Analysis 

The  total  number  of  samples  analysed  during  1954  was  394,  compared 
with  437  for  1953:— 


Articles 

Number  of  Samples  of  each 
Article  examined 

Formally 

taken 

Informally 

taken 

Total 

Milk  . 

293 

— 

293 

Ice  Cream  . 

24 

1 

25 

Sausage  . 

4 

1 

5 

Flour  . 

— 

4 

4 

Essences  . 

— 

3 

3 

White  Pepper  . 

— 

1 

1 

’Flu  Powders  . 

— 

1 

1 

Malt  Vinegar  . 

— 

1 

1 

Ground  Pace . 

— 

1 

1 

Tinned  Lobster  . 

— 

1 

1 

Marzipan  . 

— 

1 

1 

Dried  Bilberries  . 

— 

1 

1 

Coconut  . 

— 

1 

1 

Dried  Egg  . . . 

— 

1 

1 

Nuts  . 

— 

1 

1 

Fruit  Drinks  . 

— 

12 

12 

Coffee  . 

— 

2 

2 

Cheese  Spread  . 

— 

1 

1 

Olive  Oil  . 

— 

1 

1 

Castor  Oil  . . 

— 

1 

1 

Cough  Mixture  . 

— 

1 

1 

Camphorated  Oil  . 

— 

1 

1 

Ointment  . 

— 

1 

1 

Mineral  Waters  . 

— 

1 

1 

Gelatine  . 

— 

3 

3 

Jelly  (for  pies)  . 

— 

1 

1 

Orange  Crystals  . 

— 

1 

1 

Lemon  Crystals  . 

— 

1 

1 

Meat  Pies  . 

— 

4 

4 

Table  Jellies  . 

— 

4 

4 

Ice  Lollies  . 

— 

4 

4 

Butter  Sweets  . 

— 

2 

2 

Borax  and  Honey  . 

— 

1 

1 

Pills  . 

— 

2 

2 

Liquorice  Powder  . 

— 

1 

1 

Coffee  and  Chicory  Essence  . 

— 

1 

1 

Sauces  . 

— 

3 

3 

Glace  Cherries  . 

— 

1 

1 

Salmon  Spread  . 

— 

1 

1 

Butter  Crunch  . 

— 

1 

1 

Chocolate  Crunch  . 

— 

1 

1 

Pearl  Barley  . 

— 

1 

1 

Totals . 

321 

73 

394 

Of  the  above  samples,  two  formal  milk  samples  and  one  informal  pearl 
barley  sample  were  regarded  as  adulterated,  below  standard  or  otherwise 
not  complying  with  the  prescribed  requirements, 
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Results  of  Action  Taken  with  Regard  to  Samples  not  Genuine 


Sample 

No. 

Article 

Result  of  Analysis 

Action 

Taken 

126 

Milk 

3.3%  fat  deficiency 

- 

135 

Milk 

3.3%  fat  deficiency 

- 

145 

Milk 

7.6%  fat  deficiency  \ 

Producer 

146 

Milk 

8.3%  fat  deficiency 

- 

inter- 

147 

Milk 

8.0%  fat  deficiency  j 

viewed 

195 

Milk 

3.3%  fat  deficiency 

- 

206 

Milk 

16.0%  fat  deficiency 

Letter 

207 

Milk 

15.6%  fat  deficiency 

of 

208 

Milk 

15.6%  fat  deficiency 

- 

warning 

212 

Milk  “Appeal  to  Cow” 

10.6%  fat  deficiency 

and 

213 

Milk  samples  for  Nos. 

16.3%  fat  deficiency 

advice 

206,  207  and  208 
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SECTION  IX 


MISCELLANEOUS 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948  (Section  47) 

National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1951 

Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons 
in  need  of  care  and  attention 

The  Welfare  Services  Committee  exercises  all  the  powers  and  duties 
of  the  Council  under  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  with  the  exception 
of  the  powers  and  duties  under  Section  47  which,  by  agreement,  have  been 
transferred  to  the  Health  Committee. 

The  Health  Committee  has  delegated  all  the  powers  of  the  Local 
Authority  under  this  Section  to  a  Special  Sub-Committee. 

The  National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1951,  amends  Section  47 
of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  and  provides  an  emergency  procedure 
for  the  removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  urgently  in  need  of  care 
and  attention.  The  Health  Committee  has  passed  a  formal  resolution 
authorising  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  make  the  necessary  application 
in  these  cases.  An  Order,  when  made,  only  authorises  a  person’s  detention 
for  a  period  not  exceeding  three  weeks. 

The  compulsory  removal  of  a  person  to  hospital  or  other 
accommodation  is  only  undertaken  as  a  last  resort  and  when  every  avenue 
of  approach  has  failed.  During  the  year,  action  had  to  be  initiated  in  two 
cases  where  the  persons  were  living  alone  and  were  incapable  of  caring 
for  themselves  owing  to  illness  or  physical  disability. 

Action  under  Section  47  was  taken  in  the  following  case: — 

Case  1/54. — A  female  aged  75  years  who  lived  in  one  room  of  a 
two  roomed  single  type  house  which  was  approached  by  a  steep, 
dark  and  narrow  staircase.  Action  under  Section  47  had  been  taken 
previously  in  May,  1951,  and  on  her  return  her  condition  had  been 
maintained  with  the  assistance  of  domestic  help.  Her  personal 
habits,  however,  deteriorated  and  she  was  quite  incapable  of  looking 
after  herself  and  refused  to  return  to  Part  III  Accommodation. 
Application  was  made  to  the  court  and  an  Order  obtained  for  her 
removal  to  Part  III  Accommodation  at  the  Boundary  Park  General 
Hospital  Annexe.  She  refused  to  remain  in  this  accommodation  and 
three  further  Orders  were  obtained  each  extending  her  detention  for 
a  period  of  three  months,  the  last  being  obtained  on  the  30th 
December. 

Action  under  Section  47  was  commenced  in  the  following  case  but  it 
was  not  necessary  for  court  proceedings  to  be  taken:— 

Case  2/54. — A  female  aged  70  years  who  lived  alone  in  a  four 
roomed  house.  There  were  no  insanitary  conditions  present.  She 
suffered  from  congestive  heart  failure  and  arthritis  and  was  bedfast. 
She  had  previously  received  hospital  treatment  but  in  spite  of 
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medical  advice  refused  to  return  for  further  treatment.  The 
circumstances  were  reported  to  the  special  Sub-Committee  which 
resolved  that  an  application  be  made  to  the  court  for  her  removal 
to  Boundary  Park  General  Hospital.  When  advised  of  this  decision 
she  agreed  to  enter  hospital  voluntarily. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 
Handicapped  Persons 

The  powers  and  duties  of  the  Welfare  Services  Committee  include  the 
welfare  of  persons  who  are  blind,  deaf  and  dumb,  or  who  are  substantially 
or  permanently  handicapped  by  illness,  injury  or  congenital  deformity. 
The  Director  of  Welfare  Services  is  the  Chief  Officer  to  the  Committee. 


Incidence  of  Blindness 

The  Director  of  Welfare  Services  arranges  for  the  examination  of 
adults  suspected  to  be  suffering  from  blindness  and  he  receives  Form  B.D.8 
from  the  examining  Ophthalmic  Surgeon.  By  arrangement  with  him  a 
copy  of  Form  B.D.8  is  forwarded  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  when 
the  patient  is  admitted  to  the  Register  of  Blind  Persons. 

In  the  case  of  children  of  school  age,  the  Principal  School  Medical 
Officer  arranges  the  examination  which  is  undertaken  by  the  Consultant 
Ophthalmic  Surgeon  (Dr.  F.  Janus). 

During  the  year  30  persons  (9  males,  21  females)  were  admitted  to 
the  Register  of  Blind  Persons.  The  following  table  gives  the  age  and  sex 
distribution  and  the  cause  of  blindness  in  these  cases:- — 


Age  Groups 

0  — 

5— 

15— 

25— 

35-- 

45- 

55 — 

65 

75— 

85 

Total 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1 

k— i 

F 

M 

F 

M  F 

M 

F 

Cataract  . 

-  - 

-  - 

-  - 

_ 

- 

- 

-  1 

- 

4 

1 

4 

1  1 

2 

10 

Glaucoma  . 

-  - 

-  - 

-  - 

-  - 

-  - 

- 

1 

-  1 

- 

2 

1  - 

-  - 

1 

4 

Others  . 

-  - 

1  - 

1  - 

1  - 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1  3 

1 

3 

-  - 

6 

7 
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Ministry  of  Health  Circular  1/54  requests  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
to  include  in  their  reports  a  section  relating  to  blind  persons,  and 
accordingly  the  following  information  is  submitted: — 


A.  Follow-up  of  Registered  Blind  Persons 


1 

Cause  of  Disability 

(i)  Number  of 
cases  registered 
during  the  year 
in  respect  of 
which  para.  7(c) 
of  Forms  B.D.8 
recommends : 

Cataract 

Glaucoma 

Retrolental 

Fibroplasia 

Others 

(a)  No  treat— 

ment 

5 

4 

1 

8 

(b)  Treatment 

(medical, 

surgical 

7 

1 

4 

or 

(2  medical) 

(Medical) 

(3  medical) 

optical) 

(5  surgical) 

(1  optical) 

(ii)  Number  of 

cases  at  (i)  (b) 
above  which 

on  follow-up 

action  have 

received  treat¬ 
ment 

4 

1 

4 

Cataract. — Of  the  12  cases  admitted  to  the  Register,  2  were 
recommended  for  medical  treatment  which  was  being  received  on  follow-up. 
A  further  5  cases  were  recommended  for  surgical  treatment,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  year  2  of  these  had  received  operative  treatment,  2  were  still 
awaiting  treatment  and  one  had  died  before  treatment  could  be  carried 
out. 

Glaucoma. — Of  the  5  cases  admitted  to  the  Register,  1  was 
recommended  for  medical  treatment  and  attended  hospital  regularly  having 
previously  received  surgical  treatment.  Of  the  4  cases  who  were  not 
considered  suitable  for  treatment,  two  had  previously  attended  hospital  for 
medical  treatment,  one  had  refused  surgical  treatment,  and  one  did  not 
seek  treatment  prior  to  registration. 

Retrolental  Fibroplasia. — One  case,  a  boy  aged  5  years,  was  admitted 
to  the  Register.  He  was  a  premature  birth  and  blindness  was  suspected 
at  the  age  of  three  months  when  consultant  advice  was  obtained.  This 
boy  received  specialist  advice  and  treatment  from  early  infancy  and  in 
June,  1953,  was  admitted  to  the  Waterhead  Special  School  for  the  partially 
sighted.  It  was  subsequently  found  necessary  to  transfer  him  to  a 
residential  school  and  in  January,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Liverpool  School 
for  the  Blind. 
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Others. — These  were  retinal  atrophy  (4),  choroidal  atrophy  (2),  optic 
atrophy  (2),  iridocyclitis  (1),  corneal  opacities  (2),  and  congenital 
nystagmus  (1).  Treatment  was  recommended  in  4  cases  (medical  3, 
optical  1)  and  was  being  received  at  follow-up. 

At  the  31st  December  there  were  297  persons  (132  males,  165  females) 
on  the  Register  of  Blind  Persons. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — There  were  5  cases  notified  during  the  year 
and  in  no  case  was  vision  lost  or  impaired. 

The  following  table  shows  the  cases  notified  and  results  of  treatment: — 

B.  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 


(i)  Total  number  of  cases  notified 
during  the  year  . 

3 

ii)  Number  of  cases  in  which : 

(a)  Vision  lost  . 

(b)  Vision  impaired  . 

(c)  Treatment  continuing  at 

end  of  year  . 

None 

>  > 

J  f 

Partially  Sighted 

During  the  year  3  adults  (females)  aged  53,  59  and  65  respectively 
and  1  school  child  (male)  aged  5  years,  were  admitted  to  the  Register  of 
Partially  Sighted  Persons.  The  diagnoses  of  these  cases  were  choroidal 
atrophy  (1),  choroiditis  (myopic)  (2),  and  retinitis  (diabetic)  (1).  The 
child  of  five  was  attending  the  Waterhead  Special  School  for  partially 
sighted.  Medical  treatment  was  recommended  in  one  case  and  was  being 
received  on  follow-up. 


Spastics 

Ascertainment  commences  with  the  health  visitor,  the  child  welfare 
centre  or  the  Consultant  Paediatrician.  Cases  are  discussed  with  the 
Consultant  Paediatrician  to  the  Oldham  Hospital  Group  at  the  regular 
conference  which  he  holds  with  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department.  The 
general  practitioner  is  advised  with  regard  to  any  special  development  or 
treatment. 

The  Education  Committee  provides  special  schooling  and,  if  necessary, 
home  teaching  till  the  spastic  reaches  school  leaving  age. 

Two  spastics,  both  boys,  were  notified  to  the  Director  of  Welfare 
Services  on  reaching  the  age  of  16  years.  One  boy  was  receiving  home 
tuition  and  arrangements  were  made  for  this  to  be  continued  under  the 
further  education  arrangements  whilst  the  other  boy  left  the  Scottfield 
Physically  Handicapped  School  and  following  attendance  at  the  Ministry 
of  Labour  Training  Centre  at  Denton  was  found  suitable  employment, 
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Epileptics 

There  is  complete  co-ordination  with  the  diagnostic  and  treatment 
services  for  school  children  and  adult  epileptics  who  are  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  Consultant  Psychiatrist. 

No  children  attending  special  schools  and  suffering  from  epilepsy  left 
such  schools  during  the  year. 


Hostels  for  Aged  Persons 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Director  of  Welfare  Services  (Mr.  J.  Casson)  for 
the  details  contained  in  the  following  report:  — 


The  following  accommodation  was  available  in  Residential  Homes 
during  the  year:  — 


Name  of  Home  Opened 

Greenacres  Lodge, 

Greenacres  Road  .  30-8-48 

“  Westlands,” 

Grange  Avenue  .  14-12-48 

“  The  Hollies,” 

Frederick  Street  .  10-10-49 

Stamford  House, 

Lees  New  Road,  Lees  28-11-49 

Wellington  Lodge, 

Wellington  Road  .  11-3-53 

Edward  House, 

Edward  Street  .  24-4-52 

“  Lyndhurst,” 

Queen’s  Road  .  14-8-52 

Napier  House, 

Windsor  Road  .  24-11-52 


Category 

Aged  persons 

Aged  persons 

Aged  persons 

Aged  persons 

Aged  persons 

Blind  persons 

Deaf  persons 

Temp,  accom.  for 
persons  rendered 
homeless  o  n 
account  of  fire, 
flood,  etc. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  accommodation  was  available  in  Hostels  for  130 
aged  persons  (61  men  and  69  women),  24  blind  persons  and  14  deaf  persons. 


Accommodation 

Provided 

36  women 

31  men 

30  men 

15  women 

18  women 
24  men  and 
women 

14  men  and 
women 

15  beds 


Manchester  and  Salford  Family  Service  Unit 


The  service  of  the  Family  Service  Unit  was  extended  to  the  Oldham 
County  Borough  under  an  agreement  made  in  1949  for  an  experimental 
period  of  two  years  under  which  the  Corporation  made  a  grant  to  the  Unit 
of  £500,  this  payment  being  divided  equally  (£125  each)  between  the  Health, 
Housing,  Children’s  and  Welfare  Services  Committees.  This  agreement 
was  extended  for  a  further  five  years  from  the  1st  December,  1951,  and  the 
contribution  increased  to  £750  on  the  following  basis:  — 


Housing  Committee  .  £125  per  annum 

Welfare  Services  Committee  .  £125  per  annum 

Children’s  Committee  .  £250  per  annum 

Health  Committee  . .  £250  per  annum 
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Under  the  agreement  the  equivalent  of  one  case  worker  is  allocated 
to  the  Oldham  area  and  the  Housing  Manager  acts  as  Liaison  Officer  and 
any  cases  considered  to  be  suitable  for  supervision  by  the  Unit  are  referred 
to  him  by  the  Head  of  the  Department  concerned. 

The  following  report  on  the  work  of  the  Unit  in  Oldham  during  the 
year  has  been  made  by  the  Fieldwork  Organiser,  Mr.  Elwyn  H.  Thomas:  — 

“  Time  after  time  in  recent  years  when  social  problems  have  been 
investigated  it  has  been  shown  that  the  roots  of  the  difficulty  lie  in  the 
family.  The  supreme  importance  of  family  life  for  good  or  bad  has  been 
constantly  reiterated. 

Problem  Families  are  a  small  minority  of  the  population  but  there  are 
many  of  them,  and  they  create  a  quite  disproportionate  burden  for  the 
social  services.  They  present  such  a  multiplicity  of  inter-related  problems 
that  they  do  not  respond  to  the  kinds  of  help  normally  available. 

Such  families  are  referred  to  the  Family  Service  Unit  which  provides 
specialised  intensive  family  casework.  The  Unit  contacts  such  other- 
departments  and  organisations  as  may  know  the  particular  family  and 
agrees  with  them  on  the  broad  policy  to  be  adopted.  When  it  seems  that  a 
family’s  needs  can  be  covered  adequately  by  some  other  agency  the  Unit 
withdraws.  Overlapping  and  duplication  of  effort  are  thus  avoided  from 
the  outset.  The  useful  meetings  between  Officers  of  the  Corporation  and 
Family  Service  Units  have  continued. 

During  this  year  23  families  have  been  assisted,  six  being  referred 
during  the  year.  Most  of  these  families  have  responded  favourably,  and  as 
a  result  they  have  become  less  troublesome  and  costly  to  the  community. 
In  three  instances  the  caseworker  was  able  to  withdraw  and  leave  the 
family  to  manage  its  own  affairs. 

In  addition  to  the  day-to-day  supervision  of  the  families  the  Unit  has 
been  instrumental  in  providing  holidays  and  summer  activities  for  children. 
In  three  cases  the  whole  family  was  got  away  which  was  especially 
valuable  in  the  aim  of  preserving  family  unity.  At  Christmas  toys  were 
distributed  to  all  the  children,  with  transport  help  given  by  members  of  the 
Rotary  Club  which  was  greatly  appreciated.  Research  which  was  referred 
to  in  last  year’s  report  continued  to  be  carried  out. 

The  Unit  centre  is  at  1,  St.  Peter  Street,  which  has  been  made  available 
by  the  kind  co-operation  of  the  Society  of  Friends.” 

Health  Education 

A  16mm.  Bell  Howell  “  621  ”  Sound  Projector  purchased  in  1952  is 
available  and  a  varied  programme  of  films  was  carried  out  in  connection 
with  the  Health  Visiting,  Home  Nursing,  Midwifery  and  Care  of  Mothers 
and  Young  Children  Services,  appropriate  films  being  shown  to  members 
of  the  staff  and  to  parents  at  the  various  clinics  and  centres. 

Cancer  Education 

A  scheme  of  research  by  the  Manchester  Committee  on  Cancer 
approved  by  the  Health  Committee  in  1951  and  commenced  in  1952  was 
continued  for  the  third  year.  The  following  report  of  Mr.  John  Wakefield, 
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B.A.,  Executive  Officer  of  the  Committee,  shows  a  very  satisfactory  result 
of  the  work  undertaken  during  the  year :  — 

“  The  year  1954  was  to  have  been  the  final  year  of  the  three-year  pilot 
experiment  conducted  by  the  Manchester  Committee  on  Cancer  to  test  the 
effects  of  intensive  public  education  about  cancer.  However,  when  the 
Committee  met  early  in  the  year,  its  members  decided  unanimously  to 
continue  the  scheme  for  a  further  period  of  four  years  in  view  of  the 
encouraging  results  of  the  pilot  experiment.  That  decision  is  more  eloquent 
of  the  Committee’s  gratification  at  public  response  to  its  efforts  in  Oldham 
and  other  towns  than  any  statistics  I  can  offer. 

In  1954  there  were  31  lectures  given  to  church  and  lay  groups  within 
the  borough,  bringing  the  total  since  lectures  began  to  94.  In  all,  108 
organisations  drawing  members  from  Oldham  have  been  addressed  since 
the  experiment  began. 

Several  cases  came  to  our  notice  of  Oldham  women  who  had  sought 
medical  advice  as  a  result  either  of  lectures  given  in  the  town,  or  of  reports 
printed  in  the  ‘  Oldham  Chronicle.’ 

We  have  had  the  same  ready  assistance  from  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  his  staff  and,  in  view  of  Oldham’s  important  and  active 
participation  in  the  experiment,  the  Manchester  Committee  on  Cancer 
decided  at  its  annual  general  meeting  to  invite  Dr.  J.  T.  Chalmers  Keddie 
to  fill  a  vacancy  on  the  Committee.  We  were  gratified  that  Dr.  Keddie 
was  able  to  accept.” 


OLDHAM  CREMATORIUM 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  the  Medical  Referee  to  the 
Crematorium  and  the  Senior  Assistant  Medical  Officer  and  one  Assistant 
Medical  Officer  act  as  Deputy  Medical  Referees.  These  appointments  have 
been  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Dr.  C.  H.  Adderley,  Consultant  Pathologist,  Oldham  Hospital  Group,  is 
the  Pathologist,  and  Dr.  D.  L.  Boardman,  Assistant  Pathologist,  is  the 
Deputy  Pathologist  to  the  Crematorium.  Their  services  would  only  be  used 
should  the  Medical  Referee  require  a  post-mortem  examination  before 
issuing  an  order  for  cremation. 

During  the  year  577  cremations  were  authorised  by  the  Medical  Referee 
or  his  deputies.  In  83  of  these  cases  a  certificate  (Form  E)  had  been 
given  by  the  Coroner. 

In  10  cases  the  Confirmatory  medical  certificate  (Form  C)  as  signed 
could  not  be  accepted  by  the  Medical  Referee  and  a  fresh  certificate  was 
completed  by  another  practitioner  or  the  Medical  Referee.  The  following 
were  the  grounds  for  refusal :  — 

(a)  In  one  case  it  was  ascertained  that  the  medical  practitioner, 
though  properly  qualified,  was  not  on  the  Medical  Register. 

(b)  In  one  case  the  medical  practitioner  was  only  temporarily 
registered. 

(c)  In  one  case  the  medical  practitioner  had  not  been  qualified  or 
registered  for  the  requisite  five  years. 
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(d)  In  four  cases  two  medical  practitioners  though  holding  a 
recognised  medical  qualification  of  a  Commonwealth  University 
for  more  than  five  years  and  on  the  Medical  Register,  were  not 
“  registered  medical  practitioners  of  not  less  than  five  years’ 
standing.” 

(e)  In  three  cases  the  medical  practitioner  had  had  some 
responsibility  for  the  case. 

In  5  cases  the  Medical  Referee  completed  the  Confirmatory  medical 
certificate.  In  one  case  this  was  to  assist  the  practitioner  who  had 
completed  Form  B  and  to  avoid  postponement  of  the  cremation.  In  the 
other  cases  Form  C  could  not  be  accepted  and  to  have  arranged  for  another 
practitioner  to  complete  the  certificate  would  have  resulted  in  delay  and 
postponement  of  the  cremation. 

In  4  cases,  although  Form  B  and  Form  C  had  been  completed,  the 
Medical  Referee  considered  it  advisable  to  consult  the  Coroner.  In  each 
case  the  Coroner  ordered  a  post-mortem  examination  and  subsequently 
issued  Form  E. 

It  was  not  necessary  for  the  Medical  Referee  to  order  a  post-mortem 
examination. 

Of  the  577  deceased  persons,  319  were  Oldham  residents  and  258 
resident  outside  the  Borough. 

Considerable  inconvenience  can  be  caused  by  the  late  receipt  of  Forms 
B  and  C.  This  is  especially  the  case  if  further  enquiries  have  to  be  made 
or  the  Coroner  consulted  and  a  post-mortem  ordered.  In  only  one  case 
had  the  cremation  arrangements  to  be  altered  and  this  was  due  to  the 
Medical  Referee  advising  the  practitioner  to  consult  the  Coroner,  who 
ordered  a  post-mortem. 

Written  Instructions 

Experience  has  shown  that  in  only  a  few  cases  does  the  deceased  leave 
written  instructions  with  regard  to  the  disposal  of  his  remains,  but  in  these 
cases  careful  enquiry  and  checking  is  necessary,  and  this  often  also 
necessitates  a  domiciliary  visit. 
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SUPERANNUATION  AND  OTHER  MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS 


Corporation  Employees 


During  the  year  the  medical  staff  of  the  Department  undertook  medical 
examinations  as  follows  :  — 


Department 

Baths  &  Wash-houses  . 

Borough  Engineer  &  Surveyor’s 

Borough  Treasurer’s  . 

Children’s  . 

Cleansing  &  Transport  . 

Education  . 

Fire  Service  . 

Housing  . 

Libraries  . 

Parks  &  Cemeteries  . 

Passenger  Transport  . 

Police  . 

.Public  Health  . 

Sewage  . 

Street  Lighting  . 

Town  Clerk’s  . 

Town  Hall  . 

Waterworks  . 

Welfare  Services  . 


Superannuation 
Entrants  Disability 


2 

24 

5 

21 

10 

30 

1 

6 
4 

4 

187 

6 

98 

1 

5 
1 
1 

21 

10 


3 

1 

1 

4 


1 

1 


Special 

1 

4 

2 

2 

1 

1 

5 


1 


Total 

2 

28 

5 

25 

11 

32 

1 

9 

4 

5 

192 

6 

103 

1 

5 

1 

1 

23 

11 


437  11  17  465 


Since  December,  1944,  in  accordance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Council, 
all  newly-appointed  teachers  have  been  medically  examined  as  to  their 
fitness  for  employment.  In  August,  this  resolution  was  amended  and  the 
medical  examination  is  now  waived  in  the  case  of  new  entrants  to  the 
teaching  profession  who,  on  completion  of  their  course  of  training,  produce 
evidence  that  they  have  satisfied  the  Minister  of  Education  as  to  their 
health  and  physical  capacity. 


Teachers  entering  the  service  of  the  Council  from  other  authorities  and 
new  entrants  to  the  teaching  profession  who  have  not  been  medically 
examined  on  completion  of  their  course  of  training  are  examined  as  to 
their  fitness  for  employment.  These  examinations  are  undertaken  by  the 
medical  officers  of  the  Department  and  during  the  year  77  teachers  were 
examined.  These  figures  include  7  examinations  (5  males  and  2  females) 
for  which  Form  28  R.Q.  was  completed  and  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of 
Education. 
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Other  Examinations 


Transport — Road  Traffic  Acts  .  89 

Waterworks- — Entrants  . 26 

Education — Entrants  (Teachers)  .  77 

Health  Department — Entrants  .  16 

Other  Authorities  .  6 


214 


Report  to  Ministry  of  Education  re  teacher  1 
Number  of  Persons  referred  to  Consultants  9 

Audiometric  tests  . .  6 

Pathological  Examinations  .  125 


The  above  pathological  examinations  included  28  samples  of  blood  for 
Widal  tests  and  26  samples  of  faeces  taken  from  employees  of  the 
Waterworks  Department. 


Candidates  Applying  for  Admission  to  Colleges 

The  medical  examination  of  candidates  applying  for  entry  to  training 
colleges,  university  departments  of  education  and  approved  art  schools  is 
the  responsibility  of  the  Principal  School  Medical  Officer  and  he  is  assisted 
by  the  medical  officers  of  the  department  in  these  examinations. 

During  the  year  44  candidates  (13  males,  31  females)  were  examined 
and  a  report  on  Form  4  R.T.C.  completed  and  forwarded  to  the  appropriate 
college  authority. 


X-ray  Examinations 


(i)  Films  . . .  106 

(ii)  Miniature  Radiography  .  180 


In  9  cases  (7  teachers  and  2  others)  a  miniature  radiography 
examination  had  recently  been  arranged  prior  to  the  candidate’s 
examination,  and  in  3  cases  (teachers)  X-ray  films  had  recently  been 
arranged  prior  to  the  candidate’s  examination. 
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THE  BOROUGH  CORONER  S  REPORT  FOR  1954 

The  deaths  reported  to  the  Coroner  during-  the  year  1954  were  377 
(males  240,  females  137). 

Of  this  total,  28  were  patients  in  designated  mental  hospitals. 

In  163  of  the  cases  reported  the  deaths  were  investigated  by  the 
Coroner,  but  no  inquests  held. 

There  were  214  inquests  held  (152  males  and  62  females). 

Of  the  214  inquests,  105  were  held  with  a  jury. 

There  were  286  post-mortem  examinations,  in  99  of  which  no  inquest 
was  held.  The  expenses  of  the  inquests  amounted  to  £1,036  2s.  Id. 

The  verdicts  returned  were  :  — 

Suicides  26  (males  17,  females  9), 

Accident  or  misadventure  101  (males  60,  females  41), 

Natural  causes  76  (males  67,  females  9), 

Deaths  from  industrial  disease  6  (all  males), 

Chronic  alcoholism  1  (female), 

Open  verdicts  1, 

Murder  2  (both  female). 

The  ages  of  the  26  suicides  were  as  follows :  — 


Between  17  and  20  years  of  age  . .  1 

Between  21  and  29  years  of  age  .  1 

Between  30  and  39  years  of  age  .  1 

Between  40  and  49  years  of  age  .  4 

Between  50  and  59  years  of  age  .  3 

60  years  and  over  .  16 

The  types  of  suicide  were  :  — 

Gassing  .  21 

Hanging  .  2 

Drowning  .  2 

Run  over  by  train  .  1 


There  was  one  inquest  on  an  infant  suffocated  whilst  in  bed  with  its 
parent. 

There  was  one  case  adjourned  under  Section  20  of  the  Coroner’s 
(Amendment)  Act,  1926,  and  not  resumed.  The  charge  was  manslaughter 
and  the  person  charged  was  acquitted. 

In  1953  there  were  310  deaths  reported,  155  inquests  were  held,  and 
the  expenses  were  £808  15s.  6d. 
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